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At> t)OCtUM MILORDUWU 


EPISTOLA COCAlAKAi 


OMacardnei Merlini, care Milord^ 
Qui joca fautor amas, capriciofque probas 1 
Cui, debata inter, Parlamendque bccndz"^ 

Quftum eft privads ludere quifquiliis I 
Hunc tibi conuiiendoi^ preclare Milorde, libelliini 

Scarabochiatiioti poco labore meo* > 
libpertineinzaa riarrat, magnafque bugias 

Commentatoris ferioh>ridiculi'; 
Qui multas linguas et multa idiooiata nolc<iiii| 

Nefcit quam didiclt matf is ab ore puer : 
Qm bravo binas Quixoto pracibidit ftufe% 

Nafum Sancboni ianguineumque dedit : 
Qui, tanquam futor vetdramentarius elGlet^ 

Johnfoito inipegit fcommata fceda (bpho : . 
Q^i, fine veigognae grano^ quiifi rana, coaxa^ 

Innocttas operas vilificandp mcas* 

Hie 
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flic <^go iento fuum livorem obtundere iniquifnaii 
Quo tnundum tptum peftiferare velit: 

Tcnto^ fi critico randellp rum^ere 4orfum 

• * ** •■■^-'•.v. 

MuTefciun poi{um, dando, redandp bene* 

O ii,FJiacceiis n>ea Mufa tonaret iambis, 
£t rabies numei^s Archilochea foret ! . 

F|ac€ipi(:em hunc agerem, donee, velut ipie Lycambe^^ 
Fune fibl coUum firegerit ante diem ! 

Anne probent; BritoneS| Sfioti, Hiberiiiq^e libelluiq 

StFeg<mils tantum vaticinare ppteft. 
'^t, fi J^Ijlordum, yepefonis i^ar aroftaci 

ppl^^t^ bipive fit i fin mi^us, 2hj^ ohime \ 
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A PREFACE, 

Whkh is no Prtfact, - 

np O my indubitable knowledge, there 
is ho Bookmaker in all England, and I 
might as well fay in all France, or any 
other country you pleafe, but what finds 
It a very puzzling affair to contrive his 
firft page fo cleverly, as to make fure of 
his Reader*s good wiflies, when oti the 
eve of going a journey to Scribbleland : 
and this is punftually my cife. To- 
morrow, or next day at fartheft, I am 
fefolv^d to fet out for it, be the roads 
ever fb bad, the feafon unpropitious, and 
the hopes of fuccefs uncertain : and to 
befpeak thofe good wilhes, you may wc\\ 
guefs, is what I have now mightily at 
heart, as it -is very uncomfortable on 
fuch occafion.s, not to have a friendly 
foul to bid you good* bye : but, whether 
that my Fancy has loft the ufe of her 
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Jitgs by ftaying conftajitly at hoti^^^ thcfe 
five years, and will not fee me a ftep of the 
way, or that my queer fubject^ defirous 
to be my iblc attendant" on this jaunt, 
has locked her up in her dor^nitory ; I 
queftion ^very nuich, whether (he will 
iee me at all before rny departure, as flic 
ufed kindly to do in the days of yore. Well : 
I will fend to her again this afternoon, 
and try if I can at leaft induce her to 
lend me a few words for the above pur- 
pofe ; a favour fhe can fcarcely refufe, 
confidering what intimate friends we have 
been once. If fhe comes, well and good ; 
the Reader (hall have the cuflomary page : 
if fhe copies not, he mufl: endeavour to 
ihift without itj as I cannot do, but what 
I can do.. Mean while, that I may not 
be quite idle, to beguile the time, and fill 
up the interim, I will .anaufe my felf with 
making a. Speech to a .certain Editor of 
Don Quixote ; and, if the by-ftanders 
have nothing better to do, I beg they will 
honour it with their attention. 

■ ^ - 

. ' TOLON- 
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TO L Oi N D R 6 N. 


SPEECH THE FIRST. 


Um di CofloTf cf>e ban I* anima per fait 
Aecloccbi la eatnaceia non Jt guafii^ 
Sehfot^tt mi f aria del male. 


Klccol6 Fo^eguerri. 


TH E firft time, I ever fa w you, my 
good Mr. Bowie, was at a Tavera 
in Holborn, wlaere your friend Captain 
Crookfhanks invited me to dine with half 
a dozen dilettantes of the Spanifti tongue, 
among whom I was to fee your worfliipf 
a man celebrious for his unbounded leatfi** 
ing, who was foon to. publifh an Edition 
of Don- Quixote in^ the original language, 
the very beft edition the world had ever be- 
held ; together with a Comment on it, 
the moft marvellous of all comments. 

As 1 took it for granted, that the con* 
verfation there was to rua in Spanifb, I 

A3 pre- 
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prepared myfelf for it by a hafty review 
of my ftore, in order to bring my mind 
to think in Spanifh, that I might contri-' 
butc my little fliarc to the fatisfadidn of 
the company : but not fmall wa? my 
furprife on finding, ^at we were to fpealt 
Englifli in compliment to Mr. liditor and 
Commentator, who declared without 
blufhing, that he could not utter ^ Sylla- 
ble of Spaniflb, nor underftand a word of 
it, when fpoken. A fpecial Editor (faid 
I to myfelf) that does neither fpeak, nor 
underftand the language of the book he is 
going topubllfli ! Hpw the deuce will he 
be able to place the accents right on the 
words of a language, that requires fo 
many as the Spanifh does, if his ear, 
unacquainted with the pronunciation, 
direds him not ? — However, I kept that 
thought to 'myfelf, as I was not to an-? 
fwer for the cofredtnefs of the edition, 

'' '" .and 
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and the Editor's reputation was not in my 
keeping. 

On my entering the tavern, you. in 
particular received me with great polite- 
nefs, and endeavoured to make me recol- 
left, that eight or nine years before, we 
had met in a Bookfeller's fhop, where, 
on your apprizing me of your intended 
edition, 1 had been fo kind (as you 
phrafed it) to make you a prefent of I 
know not what pamphlet, that might bo 
of fome little ufe with regard to your 
cnterprife ; to which piece of good breed-* 
ing I frankly anfwered, that I merited no 
thanks at all, having perfeSly fbr^ttea 
the tranfaction, together with your nama 
and perfon, having unfortunately never 
had an opportunity to renew my ideas of 
you and your edition ; and th^t was 
really the cafe. But, Sir, though that 
waji the cgfe, wa^ not my little prefent 

A 4 (if 
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(if evefe I made it) ^ t /jirdbf, that t 
had conceived no averfion to you iXiii 
your ebterprtfe^ the finil tii^ th«t I heard 
of It from yourfelf iii t$« book(«^f'8 
ihop ? - ' ; 

Our dinner was jovial^ aftd fbf- a 4ov{yle 
of hours, we f^emed much {leafed with 
tach 6ther. Prefcfttly after . diftfier, a 
Printer's boy brought you a (heet of your 
idition, and you Went to a fide- table to 
correct it Your talk finished, I begged 
to give a look to the iheet ; and was not 
a little furprifed, on cafting my eyes upon 
the firft linC) to find, as I had juft thought 
It would^ happen, that every accent was 
either wanting^ or mifplaced. I aiked 
you, whether that was your laft revife, 
and you anfwcred in. the affirmative; 
which toade me jocularly advife yoH to 
have one more, as flKeets were not to be 
corrected whilfl the bottle was in circu- 
lation. 
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latioD. My hi&t was friendljf, but was 
feft; fbr, inftead of taking it^ and afking 
mc what errors I perceived in yotir revife^ 
jou {hatched it out of my Hand; telling 
me with a pretty fimper, that;r<,» wert^ 
(f your corredlkms: and dirmifliog the 
boy with it^ fat down again with tis^ 
mightily contented with your brave per- 
^mafice. 

What judgment I formed of you and 
your abilities, as an editor of Don Quixote, 
may eafily be guefled by thisf firft token 
you gave me of therau It was plain, that 
3rour book would prove perfectly ufelefs 
to all clafTes of readers^ and even hurtful 
to all learners of that tongue, if you were 
to be the Corrector. However, as I (aid 
before, your reputation as an Hifpanift^ 
and your profits as an Editor, were no 
concerns of mine, and I was ia^isfied, 
that I bad not yet fubfcribed my three 

guineas. 
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guineas, which was enough for hie, whaN 
ever might be my. defire to fee a faultlefa 
edition of Don Quixote; a thing, that 
Jias not yet been efFdcted to this day in 
Spain, in England, or any where elfe. 
Being i perfect ftranger to you, I knew 
not how you would take any advice I 
could offer without jrour aiking for it : 
therefore, I offered none, knowing very 
well, that, 

Es coja ii mcjader$ 
El meterfe a Conf^ero 
Ado vis que no U llamau ; 

and being likewife but lightly acquainted 
with Captain Crookflianks, I did not thini; 
proper to tell hiiij, that your book would 
not do ; but contented myfelf with re- 
fufing him my folicited fubfcription, as 
too dear for my finances : yet feeling 
an uneafy fenfation, as I revolved in my 
mind the ftrange blunder you were going 
to commit, I made one effort more, 

before 
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before we parted company , and tendered 
you my affiftance in the correction of 
your iheetSy as I heard you lived in 
Wiltfliire,' and could not, of courfe, fee 
your printer often: but my offer was 
declined, becaufe you tru/ied your correElioA 
to no bo^^ imtyourfelf^ as you emphatically 
anfweredt — -Well done ! thought I again. 
The man is infatuated with his know- 
ledge : but time will come, that he will 
find himfelf in a pretty pickle ! — How- 
ever, was not my tender a fecond proof, 
that I was quite friendly to your enter- 
prife ? What motive, what fliadow of 
motive could I have, to be inimical to it ? 
I had no edition of my own to fell in 
competition. 

It happened five or fix years after that 
date, that a gentleman invited me to 
Ipend a fummer at his country-houfe, and 
to teach a little Spanilh to his two fons, 

whom 
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whom he intended foon to fend on thei? 
travels,, and. to Spain in particular. To 
bring that teaching abput, I took with 
jne, among other hooks, n^y Don Quixote : 
but as the reading of th^ee out of bn^ 
book proved inconvenient, the youi^ 
gentlemen requcfted Captain Crookfhanks, 
who liyed in the neighbourhood, to help 
us to one or two cxamplaries more ; and 
be fent us Tonfon's edition, and. yours, 
which I had never feen, nor heard any 
character of, good, or bad, fince I had 
parted from you in Holborn. 

On calling my eye upon yours, I fud- 
4enly fecollefted the Iheet I had feen at 
the tavern, which made me look into it 
with fome eagernefs: and your rageful 
letter: t6 the Divmity-DoSior, wherein you 
call me an ignorant fellow in jjoint of Spa- 
$i(h, forces me to tell you, (not at all 
9«t of pique, whatever you may imagine, 

but 
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but for the mere fake of truth) that I 
found your Edition even worle, than I had 
preconceived. On a clofe infpeCliont dear 
Mr. John Bowie, I had plenty of reafoa 
Co wonder at fuch an editor and com- 
mentator ! The 1text, upon an -average, has 
forty or fifty errors (that I may not fay 

fixty or feventy) in every page, moftly 

^ . ■ » • • • ► 

produced' by your perfeft ignorance of the 
pronunciation, as I fhall (hew you at large 
in its due place ; and, as to your Notes 

• * • 

Upon it, they are either trifling, or need- 
lefs, or abfurd for the greateft part, which- 
I will evince clearly enough, when I come 
to make my comment upon your Comment. 
. But what fhall I fay to your two Spanj/h 
Prefaces J the one precedmg your Notes ^ the 
other your Indexes of Cervantes^ words alpha- 
betically arranged ? How could you, Mr. 
John, take into your head to write them 
in Spaniih i You lay in your letter to your 

Dodor, 
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Doctor, that the firft has Been honoured with ^ 

\ the approbation of an Honourahk Per/on : but 

have you not miftaken a compliment for 

' an approbation? or, are you f\ire, that 

K Honourable Perjbns never make game of To^ 

londrons^ when they throw themfelves in 

^ their way ? Whatever approbation you 

may dream of, I tell you in the name of 
my own Inhonourable Perfon^ that your Ho^ 

I nourable Per/on would take it very much 

amifs, wer^ you ever to make fo free with 
his name, as to tell it us in print upon 
this fcore ; and I will tell you further, 
in my own name likewife, that fuch 
ftrange fluff, as your two Prefaces, was 
never penned in Spaniih, ever (ince the 
fiege of Saguntum. Believe quite the con- 
trary, Mr. Preface-maker, if you choofe : 
\ but believe likewife, that, as long as you 

ihall believe the: contrary, I will firmly 
' believe you the arranteft T'^^londron, that 

• 4 ever 
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m r put pm to paper : and my readers 
r *tray poflibly adopt my belief, rather than 
yours, before I difmifs you to your even- 
ing prayers. 

I alk you now this ferious queftion, Mn 
John Bowie. How was I to aft with my 
two pupils, now, that I was to ufe your 
edition in teaching them Spanifh ? They, 
as I immediately found, had by Captain 
Crookfhanks been both fo ftrongly pre- 
pofiefled in your favour during fome years, 
that, the • eldeft efpecially, could not 
but think you the greatcft man England 
could boaft of in point of Spanifti, and 
almoft quarrelled with me, on hearing me 
call your Edition a bad edition. Yet, how 
could I leave them in their opinion, had I 
been ever fo willing to fpare you ? Was it 
pofllble for me to read on, and not point 
out the errors^ that were foon to give^ 
them the eye- fore ? 'Tij. plain, that this 

was 
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was not. prafticabic by any means, . hid I 
even Been as clever at a contrivance^ ^$ 
Merlin the magician^ or Merlin the nia^ 

chinift. i was therefore driven by ihe 

• • • • « , 

tinavdidable circumftance, to let them into 
a ftcret^ that could not be concealed, and 
to triake them take notice, as we went on, 

* * • . • * 

of all your ftrange doings, by throwing a 
dafli under every word that was miAac-* 
cented, or mif*fpelt, and writing it the 
right way in the margin, which was fcarce 
' fufficiently fpajcious for this kind of work, 
though one of the mofl: ipaclous thiat oatt 

r • • • • 

reafonably be wilhed^ 

The two young gentlenieft advanced kt 
the knowledge of the language with fur- 

4 

prifing facility and quicknefs, as they un* 
derftood alrfeady fo much of Italian and 
French, as to read Ario/id and MoKere^ be-! 

• « 

lides theii? having already a pretty good 
Ibock of Latin aod Greek : and 'you know, 
^ / that 
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that jfoiiiig^ folks wHl rapidly learn^ when 
they have: from their childhood beea well 
difciplinedy and accuftomed to learn. Our 
reading ,went bravely on, at the rate of fix 
or feven hours, every morning; and at 
night, while I was engaged at whift or 
''pquet^ they would flill be tooth and nail 
at Doh /Quixote till fupper-time« My 
morning work of the notes k tbe fnargm^ 
though ill itfelf an irkfome fort of bufi- 
nefs, eojsreafed Zrpdce, and would often 
caufe a. hearty Jaughy and good fun, as 
they call ity becaufe of the e<|uivocations, 
that the oihiffion or mtfplacing of the ac- 
cents produced. H^d we kept the laugh- 
ing and the furi t6 o«r£slves, you had 
not poffibly wiitten. ybur wrathful iMter 
to tht Divmfty^DoStar^ .n6r I thefe pages by 
way of an anfwer in the Dodor's. Aead;^ 
who is likely never to anfwer it himfelf. 
But laughter and fun .are pf a propijpting 

C * nature, 
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isaiure^i and ttie uidtmi^ vtonld. hy dU 
sneans admit O^ptaia Ctbokfhatiks . (who 
lov^s both: ddarly) to partaOce in cniv dhibi^ 
fiion ; 1 thing mdeed tmavoidable, oisc^ 
we had been rtide to him, as he vifitdd tis 
every morning, had madft a ^refetii: of 
yoxxt book to me^ and kiififted to be ^teksifi 
at my lel&ns^ that ht nadgiit i^e dbd^ ttns 
went ofi, and dear u{> a« the fams time 
fo the imj^rfcft notions he had long ooiiir > 
ceived^aJbout thtt Editot's abiurd ovtixog^ra* 
phy^ ahd other H5at»rs« Whtt can I fey^ 
Mr. John Bowie ? Other vifitots pntool:, 

« 

by degrees, of our laughteor aiid fun ; and^ 
as you livfed not maAy miles off^ were Iboa 
Informed of my wicked doings by fome 
merry tnifchief-maker^ delhrous, no doubr^ 
tp eomie^fe that &n jmd faugh'ter ad in^ 
pnkttik. 

little wits are apt to take great bfience 
tt Iktf^. things ; witnefs a certisiin elderly 

^ lady 


Hidf d^lfijr «SqcMM^ee^tl^o, but t*othtt 
^, Mfltie3ii6d the £ict of her hair-^ 
iilr^fiT^ wkl^ fbft ^dm4tQtxf, becaufe he did 
hoi tatik^. ker hafidfdme^ as fhd knew the 
VMdid mMt if he HsrI beea wUling to 
tdlbi {]faltt<i» But le^ Ud ftot dtgrefs from 
tinel SkVti ptttpalht left I lofe ^y pdrtick 
tif^6lif &tC«i^fi(ri!i* L6ck-&-da«f| <toygood 
^\6hi» I «a^ qXiit^ Ve]t«d» M<^he» I think-, 
thit, 6n ydiir bteihg a|>prif6d! of iny niati- 
gaitttfidi^i (the dfevll fake Vm aft I) you fiew 

1 

into fuch a rage, that Ch^ king of Spaitl*s 
w^ l»Utteil'>i»illk Id it» when he fifft hoard 
*d iJfeWs of his naughty NfcUy funning 
aWky with old Priam's roguifli fon ! Th* 
(bry ^3 ilUl ^tboUt Wiltfhiri^nd ti«Kip'> 
ihite, that yduf firft offlcioas inforthet 
harro^ly iCaptd a moft noxious afjlKrrdoa* 

» 4.' 

as^ he, unlisckilj and unthinkingly, itt- 
parted to you the fad tidings while yo4 
were' getting out of your W, lb otlucil 

C t wen 
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were you galled at ibme tppeannce of 
complacence, by him betrayed while, ml^ 
nutely relating the frightful !tale. Bi)t Jb 
it is, th&t your Mamma begot you while 
flic was fcolding her chamber-maid for noi 
having well cleaned the parlpur<*;fender ^ 
and that was the caufe ydu came into this 
World wi(h fuch a difppfition to irafci^p 
bility, as to make even your dogs ihivert 
when they hi^ppen to bark in your outer* 
rooms, ai^d interrupt your eternal fludy 
of the Sp^nifh language; 

From itbat unaufpicious moment,- you 
conceived; it is plain, fuch an unquench* 
able averj^on to ypur lucklefs. Anfiotator^ 
that,, in my humble opinion, is by manj 
yards difprpportionate to the occafion I 
accidentally and unavoidably gave for it ; 
and, to kt you into a fecret, as averfion 
breeds aver*fion, I have on jmy fide- taken 
fuch a (liflike to you, that you are now as 
Odious to me, as the fiddle of an old foot-^ 

man^ 




tns^n, ivhorri I hear from mom to night 
fcrape and fcrape in my next neighbour'^ 
kitchen. A vaft deal of nonfenfe you and 
I are now g<Hng to pen agaihft each other» 
in conieqiience of our mutual antipathy : 
but fo much the worfe for you, that be« 
gan the battle, which you might as well 
have done without. Had any wife body 
been in your ikiti, he would have a£ted quite 
difierently on his firft hearing of my margin 
fial nates. Inftead of fretting, and fuming, 
and fwearing,and damnhig, and opening the 
gate quite vnde to a black and tormentous 
paffion, a wife body would in fuch a con* 
tingency have come ftraightways to me, 
iind in a bonny tone defired to fee fome of 
my iniquitous doings, which had certainly 
been granted; If then, on the infpe£lion 
of half a dozen pages, he had found me 
a (illy annotator^ he could eaiily have de- 
fended himfdf and his edition, by evi« 

C 3 dent 
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^oi«4 j^ to vay twq pupU« fef (fj^ jjf (pjx* 
type pf igROir^ttep, ,duIJk»«f$, kyui^ic^b. <* 

cthfr |)aa4* 9pd contcavj t^ ;^ ^^fpt^^M^ 
tion, jbe hs^d beep pfcr^a^df^ hlv^i^im 
^fcot ^d CDQyiaciog^xe^ns,:^^ ^^i)«Mr 
little or nothing ••£ tl^ m^tCei^ -U^tl^ pr 
i).othiag<of what he ^a^ .|qiig /^e^fip^ Jb/i 
knew thof oughjy 4 fcfi -wovld baw«, 1;m^({> 
fomcJy jth^nked th^ Amiptatpf; for .h^t^iqg 
cured hinjthus of Hs lopg bjliujtjl^^, f 5j](»f 
back bon:^ on a iuHjgai^Qi^ ispfl.^ A>h^|) 
of the wboje edi^ipn m. his yard, . .^d."^ 
it vfi<^# ^ th^ honcift Cui^j^ did Hi^ 

bkd bioxff}/ afterwards aboyt Spi^nt^ ian- 
g^iage, a^d S|)auifli aut;hprs. 


This is.the imoner in which >Qjr tnag^ 
nanioious Briton yip^\^ hvf^ pro^^»9d«4> 

upon 


T^ 


.">•*'- *- 


.» 


in 

Uto^, Mr. Jphij, U OjOt yiet to be r|gjfterc4 

9^4 ^ '9fi^ ^'^ ^9 %* ^^'^y ^tnong your 

^t pf ypw dwMTough kncwtedge ia point 

of moA»m langyag^e^t SpaiuuO^ in parti* 
c^fj thati like m^^ in an o]4 drawer^ 
1»9s ij^m^atfid ai)4 twiitfed the mc^ com* 
liiid fMTtB <^ DTOsur woollen Ikull : fo that» 
tbe rpoe vooden fi:uil 'wrill now require a 
good 5VA(}»og ^Ma4 rabbing vnih loap, fand^ 
and boiling water, ,ito rid it of tbe jinking 
* fitfloyia ; and t^ will not be the work of 
9 ^y, upon my bonoiir, Tbe tborougb 
)g^wJk%« of ,lh^ iSfiMiiik tongue is tbe 
boijjby-bofre you hare beezk /idiag on 
du,r|9g/vpb a l««glkbv9f y«0j;«« tbat I fear 
yo^.will oeKer be brought to iell it at 

l^lfpfke; Tl)»||e%i^ isiii»eally 4er<»iided 
4fp) jii^^y tjlie f»«9e4 AlkaUipa> «db« 

C 4 could 


eoold at times ipeak and hold^onverfaHofi 
with hi5 raamour ed mafter about the 1^ 
JlngeSca, as I have read, I remeiniber ndt 
Where>and, being thus highly defcended, hx^ 
• too (nafty hobby-horfe 1) will talk in iniita^ 
tion of his. prattling progenitor ; : and ^has 
really talked ypu intp the ftubborti per-^ 
/uaiion, that you are as fuperlative a lin<> 
guift» as Mithridatesi king of Pontu^^ of 

loquacious memory : hence (he lamentably 

• * ' ' ■ . 

reafon that, on the above occaiion^ you 

did not a£i: with a becoming Britifh Ipiric^ 

to the great detriment of' your daily hvkCi^ 

nth, the inceilant turning the leaves of 

folio dictionaries^ and octavo grammars. 

Lack->a«dayj it wa$ by liftening to the 

filly talk? of that infidious animal, that 

your' anger has }iow gotten fuch a iuper- 

fetation of wrath, as is abfolutely beyond 

the medical powers '^ o^ t>D£lor Munro to 

Mmibve either $ and tbat>^ idEeabuU diA 

appointed 


.> •./ 


I 

tppoioted of his white heifbr, you rioW 
run about the Wiltfliire hundreds^ loudly 
iiellowiiig againft me, as if I had robbed 
you of every comfort of life by thofe notes 
in your margins. But hark ye, . Mr, John 
Bowie ! It is never too late to mend ; and 
tfa^ere is no hobby«^hi3rfe upon the face of 
the earth, but what any editor or com- 
meilttitor i^eiU fubdue, be his mettle tvtt 
ib high, if the editor or commentator wilt 

but valiantly go about it. Take my ad- 

/ 

vice, Mr. John' Bowie : Set I only your 

whole edition, text and comment, a- fire id 

» • ■• 

your yard, and place the beaft a leeward 
oi the burning pile ; 'and I lay you a 
Spaniih doubloon to a maravedi, the very 
firft whifF of the fmoke that enters his 
noflrils, deprives him of his pernicious 
power of talking : and the horfe once 
dumb, you are a made man, and recover 
from your diftemper, to the great com- 

A fort 
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I fty, Ibftt, Oft yjttijr &5ft lietl-iiig fif 
is^ ^f^m* t^t, lyith iro^r 59^ ^H 

- * ^ 

f j^pugh not one ;n Jten /tl|ou^|;4 ^ad «^9f 
|>c^d pf Hiy name, ^ I^OMgh you ypwf^ 
jjfelf ha^ fecn ij^e bi^ oni^ ^t a t^yern,. 
^n4 on?c »t Capt^ii^ Cf Qo|^/|>^nk.s> about 
g fpritnight or three w^f k^ before ; of 
courie^ kn^w j^ft as 19:11^ 9f vxy iaji- 
^uities^ or no-iiii^uitiies,. as yptido of 
ti^ pjpefe^t KfOA of jthe IJiit(ep|c Tg;rtarsi. 

Aft^: W|h%| wa^^jjie CQ»(e^n?e of 4>^ 

fraa* 


[«7 

Semdort, I wHl toll j^ou, if yow ace at 
^(oiktc tx> hair h I The iQotddc& of tht 
hundseA tm9ftst», jas gb»ttf a §ade ac 
fsrer jfws ixMsn* qiadd^ ajqui&d me «f 
k; .iHd Anlonncd «ae befidcs, that tiM 
^fiMrm iifii >«9:t«j^ ifehMaip^ and icooiff 
ina^ng »o Ufs ihm hhT ^^ ;aoiuhilii|:i0tt 
%t « man 9(f li^^ture s sffiuoh anmbij[at»da 

|V^ IP jb^ a9^m|^iQd >qiSJif^,fj^v«i^A99e| 

))«ajE(l pf jb^re i^y sAm^ wMaan> or efaUd. 

py/etf (an4 ^o $k«$i|i^ .^attpr hwafelf ?) 
wpjildj in a)?pvt a >^ SF tWP, ?n4 
ifi fiffpkfv f»nd i^t, ^n % fo^w Jipw, Afr- 

giv^ Vf aU.hlsti^ea? of f^e«gs,,a|\4 Ixsar 

. say mm^^ '^«. *P ^J^?*^ gPQUJ^ *»ear 

f;iis([pi|;ui)^s« that ampujat not ta the Ipfs 

if jn elhpw* 9 kcioe, .or a fseat tAC^: aniii 


« < 


la 
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in fad, three cbtiiplete years elapfe^ that! 
heard but very felddm of Mrw Jihii Bowie 
and his mifbegotten wrath, in* Which long 
interval t had almoft forgQtten' both him 
and his Don Qdxote, and thought of 
him little more than of the rnah in the 
moon. But, oh Jupiter and Jutio! Too 
veridic did he at lall niake the report of 
the goflipin^ Goddefs !' For, within tbefe 
fevcinteen months (fome fay eighteen) 

• • • I 

tie worked fo hard, as to produce the 
above-mentioned L<f//^r to a Dhmty-'DoSor^ 
quite as dreadful as the Pope's bull In 
arna^ Demim^ if not more. Zooks ! It was 
in' that annihilating letter, that Mr. Bpwle^ 
you, < you, Mr. John Bowie, faid, in an 
annihilating tone, as how ^there was in 
X:iOndon*town an ^* odd fellow, ycleped 
•* Jofeph Barctti, who, to your moft po- 
H<fitivei knowledge, knows no Spariilh a« 
if alh' ts a complcat ignoramus in Fren^ 


-;.^^ ^ jtx^K^. ^iMiTf ■ ^aiMirtirt ■■■ii^JliVtiirigfc 


t»9 
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cr 
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andEogU^h; and.?whAl:.is quJdte fc^n* 
.^* dalous^ koQws i\q more of Italian than 
** ydur. grey^houiid^ though it happens, to 
•* be his native laiiguige., True, adds 
your Tolondronfliip, that this fame 
fellow^ this ftupid fellow^ this very 
•* hateful and very dftteftable fellow, .has 
proved , fo ixialaperty. as to fcribble a 
variety of things in each one of thofe 
** tongues ; and that ^he world, as they 
U call it,,hg.$ been in general fo egre^ufly 
f* f^oli^,^ as- to look upon him as a kind 
^* bf linguift ; but, what fignifies what 
** the world thinks, or fays, when I re* 
*• fiife my fandion to what is faid, . or 
" thought ? The real fa^;is, my Lord, that 
• ' this fellow's Englifh fwarras with out- 
^* landiih words and idiopnis, befides, that 
*' it is ftuck all over with putlandiflx 
** conceits, and witticifms outlandifh. 
".Then his french is juft. fuch as is 

** fpoken 


N 
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^' g6 M btilp faiafTsft iSi tins Pi^ di B^irr^it 

*''iSt I M<m fledwhg; of 'd : .and, t^ t6 

** his Sjtamfh, tUSit m^ ^ttttA fof it, fhdfc 

the Klilig a^ Spdin'i dsii^pliiia-^rs would 

'* tailed with ih^.^x^lsaiaeidti 6f i«« KdW- 

** ev^t/ the «ro#ft of all {« ilis <fbafiati« Tii 

iny d^t^^ «id Iivill tike^ ta^ 6»ll of it; 

it founds eita^ likft 1^ H^l^ikttdA 
** ipdcen at l^ufWAefgi Md hs tl$« ^iH 
'*Caiitdn iA UHderiisafd. CAi^ Hvha^ i. 
** TiUian F £/^o*vr /^J/ Lhrhkli 6<dkn hiS 
"Talian^r 

All thisj ifay Avifet Mr* JiohnVyofl haV4 
faid with regard tamy QLillr in ttiofe kti- 
guages, and faid it to no Jiefs i: man,/ tiha'ii 
ar Divinity-i)o£lor, >krho prbkiblj^ kiw^wi 
as much of them as yourfelf, dr there- 
abouts. True it is, that, in your letter, 
yxixt have hot bdcii quite fa ckar ao^ ex- 

plicitp 


-^■a^aa^hi^ 


C3« 

f^p fi^i^ tilths fiStiitt as yet botiyourig 
assd ra«^ hi -^^ur aiithof (hip^. and a mer$ 
ftovke iff t||e at dif • ^ftdlaJy tvritffig.: 
tali- t^lifalf k thiat ttt aiy* body ? Tarita- 
itaksx U tantdftKmtic all the xv6tiAdv6t i 

a^ it triskes not a f;frthing dl^tt^fice^ if 

y4t h«^« its jrefi ];K>t gaiten the knack df 

clwhitig f^^ de^p' iHttaolhgs id clear Eng^ 

!iflt^^^^«^&^d *e«{^litit Bngliih pbrafes^ 

efpediaUy a£ ytfii- are iViorally fure^ that it 

Wiil be lMI¥ fh^ wof k of ibdie dozens of years 

to bring yourfelf to tell your raultitudinc^Ufc 

lh)d^i^& WithoUC confufion axKl i«4thout 
amphibology: but I^ that know faiow to 

fi^uec^e a lemon^whe'o p\inch is to be made^ 

have here. %ueezed dot the juice of your 

fSjxir letter, which> miied, with |he wnter 

and &gar of my words, makes now Aich a 

^esnonadev^ as may ^e' dirank at one! gulp 

even by yovb waftLer<WiOraa&« 

Let 


I 


s 
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I-et • me nbw« de^r Mr. John, .; hf W4y 
of fetting clearer off* m jr little ikiU ia ex- 
pounding your abftrule and intricate.ideas^ 
give ia .fliort fcrapi of; your genuine ftyl« 
apd m&nn'er of writing,- and try Whether 
I am conjuror enough to make my readers 
comprehend; another paflage^ fathejf ne-? 
bulous than mifty, in that faine letter 
of yours, whi^h, in my h«o*k«pl«». 
henfion, they will' never attain the feafc. 
of, if I forbear . aF|>roaching my niOi* 
candle, to difpel the thick darkpofs, * that 
furrounds it. 

Ypti, Jyfr. John S^wle, when.cpmpofiog 
that fine annihilating ' letter to your Doc- 
tor, thought yourf^lf under the moil: pre- 
cifg neceility, not only; to deny me all gift 
of tonguis, but,^yiiat i» almoft ^s unkind, 
to give anice cut to my mpral charader, 
wh}ch, you fancied, Aood a little in your 
way, and k^pjtyeu wavering, in your 
: . .1 intended 


intended annjbilation of my literary one. 
.Under fo ftrid a necefiity, as a man that 
is fertile in expedients^ when good pur- 
pofeS; are to be brought about, you con- 
ceived the noble dcfign of metamorphofing 
me into a pickpocket, and charged me 
with having done no lefs, than to fteal a 
watch. 

To bring this pretty imputation cle- 
verly about, you took advantage (and a 
fair advantage it was) of a ftory I told at 
Penton, the day, that you, and I, and 
fome other gentlemen dined at Captain 
Crookfhanks^s, of a man of fortune, who 
made me once a prefefnt of a%irtf,or "Tom^ 
pirn, I recoiled not vjrhich ; but, hearing 
a few months after, (from one of his 
Huntfmen, who wanted me out of his 
way for a certain purpofe of his own) 
that I bad fpoken with contempt of fome 
of his vtjfes, grew at once fo angry, as to 

D fend 
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fend for the watch back, on pretence, 

that he had only lent it tne ; With which 

requeft I inftatiti/ complicfd, giving hitn 

liowevcr liach a hitit in tny anfwer, as 

made him mind the Does in his park ^ * 

little better than he had done before, and 

grow afliamed of his ready crediting the 

Huntfman's tale : and here, by way of 

corollary, I muft add, thut 1 told my 

iltiry, as one of thfe 'company happened 

td Mehtion thie ^gentleman that lewt 

"watches. 

* 

I fuppofe, honeft John, that, an your 
hearing a (hort while after that converfa- . 
tion at the Captain^, of my marginal tates 
on your edition, ai)d wanting, in the height 
6f your chriftian goodnefs, to g^ve me 
fomething more than th for tat, you 
thought of a coUo^ittn of raf e anecdotes, 
that niight be Yfcrviceabfe to the rrit^niled 
atinihilatlOh : 4nd calling back to your 

mind 


J 


' 


lis 

itomd my ^tdiy ilory, pt^fently fcbemed 
<of tuxhixijg it to your purpofe : but not 
being jihte to dfppak with the identical 
iaxAor of wi^ctches, for the dbvioufi reafon, 
itkat he had by this time been a good 
many years in his grave, and meeting 
•no whece with any body,^ ths^t could tell 
it you mtk lefs drollery than I had dqne 
at the Captain's table, yo\i bravely refolved 
to do it yourfelf ; yet, in fuch an inuu- 
£Ik1o* way V that no human wit could make 
any thing of it in that part of this great 
^metropolis, called Weftminfter. Avail- 
ing therefore yourfelf of an account 
vgiven in my travels through Spain, of 
two Portuguefe chaife- drivers, one of 
whom made ufe of the word Jisrar^ 
you tparaphrafed that account with thefe 
words. ' 

^* Though it may be faid with truth 
^^* of an Italian, who ftole his friend's 

D 3^ •* watch. 
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watch, chefurava il drittob del fm arnica; 

yet had we not the irrefragable tefti- 
^' mony of the relator, we would rather 
** think, that both, if either, would have 

m 

" ufed the word furtar, that being their 
** verb to fteal." 

hct me put into plain Englifh thefc clou- 
dy words, that Mr, Bowie's ingenuity and 
honefty may appear to the beft advantage. 
By fobftituting my nanie to the two- 
words Italian and Rjelaior, the fenfe of the 
paragraph will be this : 

" It is trup, that Mr. Baretti has ftolen 
^* a watch from one of his friends ; and 
** we have his own irrefragable teftimony 
^* for the fact, as he himfelf has related 
** it, in mine and Other gentlemen's hear- 
"ing, at Captain Crookfhanks's table. 
** And this is what either, or both the 
** chaife- drivers, would have called, not 

Jurar^ which is an Italian word, birt 

furtari 


CC 
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Jurtar ; which Is the Portuguefe for to 


t> • 


JleaL 

Having now rendered his paragraph 
intelligible to the meaneft capacities, Mr, 
Bowie will expect, that I put myfclf 
to the trouble likcwife of confuting the 
charge it contains : but this, by his good 
leave, I will decline, as it would in my 
opinion be quite abfurd to conteft any 
point advanced by Mr. Bowie, a man, 
whofe veracity it would be a fin ever to 
queftion in the leafl:. This, however, I 
will fay, that it is great pity he has 
with his veracity mixed fo much of his 
tolondronery, as to af&rm that I , was 
myfelf the Relator of. my pick-pocketiqal 
prank; for, that, may, in my opinion, fomc- 
what infirm' the credit due to his pretty 
fiory, and, were. he not the Tolondron he 
is, his charge would have been rendered 
greatly more bflievable^ had he fuppreffed 
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that ciTCumftancc, as few folks will ever 
be brought to bolt it do^, that I would 
go wantonly myfelf to tett half a doaen 
worthy gentlemen fuch a ftory of nriyfelf. 
Dear Mr. Bowleg did y6u not fee, that, by 
making fuch art im{>udent rogue of me, 
you have made ah impudent Tolondrofrt 
of yourfelf ? And, moreover^ what need 
had you to tell your honeft meaning, 
S3 it were, in hugger-mugger ? Could you 
iiot have it out boldly, and without 
involvings it in ^ filly gibberish, made up 
of Italian, Portuguefe, arid Bnglifli ? Why 
fueh an interlardatioh of exotic words 
ivith your own main language ? Dear 
fedwle ! leave ofFin future this tolondron-* 
fnanoetivreof jumbling languages together, 
when there is no urgent neceffity for it, as 
in all likelihood you will not find tttry day 
and every wherei fuch ikilfiil interpreters 
' as 






[39 

as I am, of your tcnebrious way of 
writing. 

But my ftolen watch tells me, that it 
is now near twelvfe : and it is time for 
me to gp to bed* To-morrow I will 
rife earljer than u/ual, to make ^ ffecond 
fpeech to your worfhip.. Go you to fleep 
likewife, that^ you may be up as fooQ 
as I caU you. Good night, John Tolon- ^ 
dron, good night. 


< ^ 
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TOXONDRON. 


SPEECH THE SECOND. 

Cm rofiro firme^ y eonferena frtnte^ 
Como hahla el hideputay y como miente ! 

Ifidro dc Figucra. 

BY the trouble I tplok laft night to 
explain your paffage about the ftolen 
watch, in order to make your honefty' 
and ingenuity (hine forth and dazzle the 
eyes of your readers, you may fee, Mr. 
John Bowie, that I have both your lite- 
irary and moral intereft at heart, and, of 
courfe, that \ do not quite deferve the 
charming charader you have been pleafedl 
to give me in your annihilating letter, 
wherein you fay, and \ apprehend with 
fonSe inconfideratenefs, that \ l^ave afuper-^ 
abundance of gall in m^ inky and that my pen 
is Jift in double poi/qn^ which makes me write^ 
with acrimony^ rancour ^ and virulence. 

But, how came your Tolondronfliip to. 
dream, that I ever did you the honour to 

write 
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write a line agalnft you, or about you in 
all my born days ? Why will you make 
yourfelf of nmportance in people's eyc^, 
by falfely telling them, that you have 
been written againft, when neither I, nor 
any living foul, ever thought of fuch a 

■ 

thing"? True it is, that, as chance would 
have it, 1 made marginal notes on your 
edition and comment of Don Quixote, 
for the inftrudion of two difciples, and 
threw a multitude of dafhes under a mul- 
titude of petty errors, committed by you 
throughout that edition apd that com« 
ment : but notes and dalhes admit of no 
gall^ of no doubk'poijm^ of no acrimony ^ ran^ ' 
coufj and virulence ; therefore they could not 
warrantyour calling me a wafpijh Reviewer^ 
who endeavotirs to bias people by mifreprefenta^ 
tion, ignorance^ and prejudice^ efpecially as 
you never would call on us to give them 
a look, which it was in your power to do. 
No more did they warrant you to fay, that 
I am capable of faying anything ; that I might 
cia a figure in the ** Parcbeles de Malaga^^ 
which may mean, that I am a rogue and 

a cheat ; 
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a cheat ; that I am ^ maligtiopit inl$rprtUr 
^i^Jber people\lkerwy labours i that I l^ave 
nangardi9 irutki that m^ tenets are onfy 
acceptable to the moft feculent park of the h^ 
maxk race ; that \ am an evil fpeaker wiih a 
tMgue like a razc^ ; that I am any hodyh 
agent, for defamatory- purpofis j that I a.m 

cruely barb^Qm, inhamanj fa^age^ and fo 

> ■ ., 

forth. Indeed, indeed, Mr. John, this 
ienfelefs rant yoD will do better by half 
to abftain from in all your future lucubra- 
tions, for the reafon, that I have lived the 
beft part of my life in thi^ yoijr country^ 
and not in Kamtfchatka ; ai^d amf of 
courfe, perfonally 'known to a confiderable- 
number of your countrymen aiid country- 
women, for a fober, peaceful, and ftudicm^ 
man, who lives the greateft part of his 
tima at home, and has ibr thefe many 
years delighted in nothing but books und 
amicable converfatiou. Take care of 
yourfelf, you great Tolondroi^, left by 
your fenfcleft rant, you run the danger of 
being thought, by my numerous a.cquain'^ 
tance at leaft, not a native .of their iiland# 
% but 
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but aft Ouring-Outang, imported froni 
^raeo in ibme Dutch ihip, and mifled 
on the Hampftiire coaft by the carelefibeft 
ofhi^keeper. Indeed, Mr. Bowie, this 
fame rant of yours, is rather the grinning 
mutter of that,or fome fucblike beaft, than 
the language of a Briton : and you know 
but little of the people you live amongft, 
ifyoti think they will approve of fuch a 
phrafeology in the mouth of one of their 
countrymen. Be a poor Tolondron as 
long as you live : there will be no great 
harm in it : but aflume not the Ourang* 
Outang any more. If you intend to fave 
your fkin^ from being fent, fbon or late, 
toSir Aftiton Lever's mufeum, and placed 
in the njoft confpicuous part of his 
. gallery. 

That 1 have many and many excep- 
tionable qualities, I will eafily allow. I 
am a man, and of courfe a finner ; and 
I heartily wifh it were otherwife : yet, I 
cannot by any means perfuade myfelf, 
that my fins have been increafed, when I 
made tMr^mal notes on yoiir Don ^ixotei 

nor 
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nor did ever, as yet, any man pfliteraturci 
pr any other reafonable being, dre^m that 
he does a wrong and wicked thing, who 
poijits out to his pupils in private, or to 
the world in general, the errors committed ' 
by Editors and Commentators of books ; 
nor w^'s evef an inoffenfive Critic madly 
dalled inhuman^ barbarous^ fa^^g^^ cruel j for 
fiaving naarked dpwn in his own .book, 
accents mifplaced, idioms that are no 
idioms, verfes fppiled in the tranfcription, 
or other fuql^ ridiculous faults, produced 
by the ftupidity of a proud pedant, who 
never would ftoop to confult, but his own 
filly felf, when going upon an enterprife 
greatly above his acquired capacities. 
Print away, my honpft Jack ; print, 2.% 
any rate, the moft extravagant falfehoods of 
me. Call rhe a rogue, a cheat, a pick- 
pocket, an evil-fpeaker, a defamer, a Turk, 
aLeftrigon, an Anthroppphagus, any thing 
you pleafc. Far from retaliating with 
fimilar, or worfe names, I will be fatisfie4 
^ith terming you a ^ohndron^ and a Toion-^. 

dron 
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4r(m again,^ witil I fee you mend for the 
better. 

However^ Mr. Johii Bowie, take not 
this intended meeknefs of mine in fuch a 
fenfe, as to believe, that I want, by the 
indirect means of a mild deportment, to 
blunt the edge of your wit, when, as yon 
threaten, you (hall fet about reviewing, /^r* 
extenjum, every thing I ever publilhed in 
any language, and write my Life into the 
bargain. So far from intending to check 
your wit and genius, when you (hall think 
proper to arraign my knowledge, or no 
knowledge, of this, and that, and t'other 
thing, I exhort you, on the contrary, to do 
it with as much brifknefs' and vigour as 
your innate gloominefs and tolondronery 
will permit : for, to tell it you between 
friends, I naturally hate as much a water- 
gruel critic, and a controvertift, that has 
no fpunk, as I hate a dunghill cock, 
that runs into the cow-houfe, when he 
fpies a kite hovering oVer the farm-yard. 
But ftill ! Can't you bring yourfelf to 
fpeak and write, as all well-bred folks do, 

with 
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with temjper and good-huiftow, even ^h^Sl 
the pot of refentment is boiling ? Caalt 
you rally and banter^ a^ixj be gafoefotne, 
ioftead of playing the Hym^ and^ndba*- 
T^oar to bite ofFjpeopJe's flelh fr^isi p^opfeTs 
,bones ? Do you not know^ a^ yet, jfhat 
it is a moft hateful trick^o embroider with 
atrocious lies and calumnies a droll andi 
laughable ftory , toTd in a conv:ivial hour i 
Do you not know^ that, noting filly errors 
in the margins of books, is npt robbing 
j)fiqple of th^ir moral charafters, ;no morje 
than of their ;guineas and half^guineas i 
Can't you, in Ihort, carry on a war '(aiid a 

if 

^ridiculous one too) without breaking the 
laws of hoftility to an en^my^ who .ncver^ 
took^ nor ever will take, any advantage of 
you, tiut what fliaU fairjy .be given Ihim 
J>yyojur malice and tolondronery ? Dear 
Jack» if you will have me be ytxur pnemy, 
be it fp, and.good fpeed to note ! but let us 
be gallant enemies, that fight, with their 
coats on, and not ilripped to the fkin^like 
oftlers and ftable*boys. Let us puUneach 
other's wig and cravat, if coming within 

grafp. 
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^s^^ lind e v^i gice e^hotibeir a good t^p 
xm the knuckles^ when either ihall aisk* 
ivardly pf^efent his ctemchod fift to the 
cdier's eye lor nofe ; but dcrt us not ruu a 
Jdtchen-'fpit into each other's guts about 
^accents, or my accents about idiomsy or 
:iio ddioms, ^about right-written verfes, or 
wr(»^g-w«itteii veifts.; and other fuch petty 
iionfenfe. I will take my bath of it^ that 
yonr Letter to your Dofkor is a very flovfenly 
Stpednxen ^of your Ik^ll in the art df writiiig 
letters to ^dodors : and had you to deal 
with aft ^adv^erfaty lefs Xoft-Rvered than I, 
you Would ^doubtlefs, bjr that fame letter, 
bave-bpo^bt upon yourfelf a much (harper 
animadverfibn than mine are likely to be. 
You may poffibly recollect a line of Que- 
vedo, thait fays :• 

Siene fu vekniHc €dda mofcOy 

which I tranflate with fbme allowable 
latitude : 

« 

S$me;fiits' thtrt are f that ^jmU make qf/es mad. 

Queveklo's line is very pretty, though 
ttiy tratiClatidn of it is but fo fo : yet you 

will 
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tvill not. do amifs to Imprint both in foar 
memorv-, in cafe you undertake to. give the 
world another fpecimen of your Ikill in 
writing annihilating Letters to Ddiftors. 
Foul l?inguagei foul flander, foul calumf 
nies, foul innuendos, foul rafcality, Mr. 
Bowie, few folks will brook with that ftoic 
indifference, witii wftich I am apt to 
brook them. Neverthelefs rememberj good 
Jack, that Stbics, whatever they may prie* 
tend, will not have clumfy fellows tread 
upon their gouty toes ; and moftly repel 
fuch frolics,' by wielding their crutches at 
the frolickers* pates. But let me leave off 
- the friendly preacher, and refume the tri- 
iiirig critic, by telling you, that the words 
acofafiy magJtt, and lercha, are words abfo- 
lutely belonging to the Spanifh language, 
though you deny it, by challenging me to 
prove it. What need have I to prove it ? . 
Indeed, I would rather undertake to hop 
on my left leg from St. Jatnes to White- 
chapel, than fet about proving every thing 
you are willing to deny when I ,affert ! 
Thofe three words, you will ^low, weire 
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fpoken by Sancho Fanza ; and if they 
were Ipoken- by him, it is incumbent upon 
yoii to prove, that Saricjio Panza fpoke 
Greek inftead of * Spanifh. Yes, yes : 
prove ycru that, and prove it in fuch a 
forcible manner^ as to carry cbnviSion to 
ihy mind,' and I will then fubmit to your 
opinion, that thofe three words have jlo 
fight to claim a place in any Spaniflr Die-. 
tionary. As to the word Lerciia^ I own,' 
that I.know no more the meaning of, than 
a poft :• but no more do you, couiin John, 
as you declare in a Note to your Letter : 
and to tell you truth, I am vexed you ne- 
v.er knew the nieaning of it ; for, ^ if you 
had, 'tis probable you would, fome how 
or other, have explained it in your Com- 
ment, ,or in your Letter : and I, that am 
hot aver fe ab hojle daceri ^'zs you fetm to be, 
Ihould thus hstve bad the fame obligation 
to youi that you to the gentletaan, who 
gave you the meaning of the "wor A Janguefes^ 
which I know not to have been of your 
own finding out, though you fet it ddwn 
as fuch : and here, by way of parenthefis, 

E I will 


I will tell 3rou» tkat the only diiiig I leatncd 
from your Coauncnt, was^ the meaaiog of 
that very word Jwgmfes^ which t had 
iearched for in vaiii thefe many years* 
tnftead^ however^ of io&rriag^ as yoa ab« 
furdly dd, that the acadenitcians did right 
in not regifterrag the word Lerch^ in their 
Di^ionary, why did ycm not join with rne 
m the wifh they had, that we both might 
know what it meant ?. 1 know ' that yoa 
lirould give a good ihiiiing^ and eren e^** 
teen pence, to have it expoonded ; and* 1 
wifti you may have your wifh, that ypu 
may fpare yourfelf a journey to Lericiy oil 
a fleeyelefs errand : but, if you thinks that 
a wiih aft^r that meaning is laudable itt 
you, why do yoii find it biaineable in me I 
Why do you tauntingly fay, that, with 
regard to the word Lertha^ t have le& yoit 
m the krcbp when you, Mr* Editor and 
Commentatdir^ who ought to have helped 
xne to it, have left me in the fame forlorn 
condition \ And why^ above all, do yoo 
face me down$ that Lercfkf, is no Spanifii 
word^ wheh> far frcwa telling us to what 

other 


och^ langtMge k betekgs, you camiot give 
, m iny thing a^tJt it, but an abfurd con- 
je<aure, and would, if you could, derive it 
from a town in Italy, where Sancho • 
PafiEa nevtt was, and of eourfe could not 
know whetheif the fifliermen at JLerki 
ftmng herrings by the gills or by the fails ? 
Who ever was fo much out of his way, as 
yoa have been on account of that famt 
word iM-cba ? Mind me, dear Tolondron ! 
I«fle«i of foiling out with me, about a 
irord that neither of us can make any 
thing of, let Ms make a bargain, that the 
nrft of us who is fo Iu£ky as to ftufnble 
«pon the meaning of it, (hall honeftly and 
chriftij«ily impart it to the other, and de- 
mand no rftore than a groat, or a tefter, 
for Ms trouble. Am I not reafonable in. 
propofing fuch a bargain? Let me only 
add for your infotmatjon, that the word 
SarJffuu, linked by Sancho Pania to that 
ofLenhaf does liot mean Herrir^t, as you 
W« tranflated : and, if you win open your 
«r». wide, I will ^our into them a piece of 
CTttdlUion, that will proves jewel to ydu, 
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if ever you come to reprint your Coriimcnt 
with additions, as I am confident you will 
do to-morrow morning. The SardinaSy a 
name derived from the ifland of Sardinia^ 
are fiflies not half fo large as Herrings^ 
which, at a particular feafon^ fwim in large 
ihoals about that ifland, as alfo (poflibly 
in fmaller fhoals) along feveral parts of the 
Spanifli coaft. The Spanifli fifhermen, 
like thofe of Sardinia, catch as many of 
them as they can, fait them, flow. them in 
barrels, or in that kind of baflcetS: c&lled 
by them hanajiai\ and they are then ' fold 
about. Mr. Pennant, in his account of 
flihes, mentions the Sardina^ and.defcribes 
it; as I am credibly informed by that faipe 
gentleman, who gave you the note' about 
the "Jangmfiu The comn>on people iii 
Spain, who are not fuch good naturaliftsas 
Mr. Pennant, by a great many yards, give, 
poffibly with impropriety, the appellation 
of Sardinas^ to the fiflies called Pilchards in 
England : and I know this, becaufe tra« 
veiling. through Spain in lent-time, I was 
many times obliged, whether I would or 
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not, to eat them with my bread at dinner 
for want of roaft-beef. The pilchards go 
to Spain from Falmouth, where, if a ififh- 
nxqnger has informed me right, they are 
caught three times a year in <iifFerent fea- 
fons. The Herrings likewife go to Spain 
in great quantities from Yarmouth and 
LeoftofF, and are called by the Spaniards 
Sardinas jlrenques, or Arenques^ without the 
addition of Sardinas. Of thefe alfo, many 
a meal did I make, when travelling in that 
country ; not feldom without a wifti, that 
it had been in my power to metamorphofe 
them into Soles and burbots, frefh from the 
water. All this wonderful erudition, Mr. 
Bowie, I impart to'you, not with a view 
.to reproach you with ignorance, on aq- 
,count of your having tranflated Herrings 
for Sardinas ; but merely to let you know, 
that I am more of a communicative difpo- 
fit ion, than of a diabolical naiurey though a 
native' of Turin. Had I never been in 
Spain, I might, In point oi Sardinas, be as* 
Ignorant as yourfelf, without thinking ihy- 
felf a bit the worfe for want of fuch know- 
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ledge: but, fmce ch^^c^ h» fiojred me 
plentifully witt it, an4 as I know that you 
are likewife defirous of being as good an 
Italianift, as you are an Hifpanift, let me 
tell you further, that t;he Italians are one 
degree more happy than the Spaniards, on 
account of proper names for thofe fiflies, 
as they call Sardim the SarJjna of the 
Spaniards, Jritiga the Herrings and Sa-^ 
lacca the Pikbard. Here, Jack, herp is 
erudition for thee to wallow in, in caie 
thy Comment^ as I faid, comes to-morrow 
morning to a fecond edition! Say now 
that the Turinefe are of a revet^ejul di/pofi^ 
thn^ and of a diabolical nature ! 

You fcold me again, Mr. Bowie, for 
having wiihed, that the Spanifh Academic 
cians had regiftered in their Didionary all 
the ruftic words ufed by Sancho and his 
wife, and you fay with your cuftomarj 
wifdomt or, (as I phrafe it) in your Tor 
londron way, that the Academicians would 
have had too m^cb upon their hands y if they 
bad paid particular attention to Sancho* s lingo^ 
mdpaidjuch a compHmetit to Madam l*erefa^ 

J But, 


:^ pray Mn Bowle^ where did you leam 
to apologize for the omiffions of others, or 
your own ? How can we ftrangers come 
%Q underftaud every tittle in Don Qjuxote^ 
as many of us wi(h to do, if Didionarie^s 
forbear to pay fuch compliments and at« 
tention to the words of Sancho and Madam 
Terefa^ as yx>u fcornfully and galiically 
title that refpedable lady of the Cajcajofa'9 
mfy f Indeed I never wiflied, in my Spanifii 
Diflertation, the Academipians to psy com^ 
pUmerUf to SanQtm, to Terefa, to Don 
Quixote, or to any other imaginary being ; 
}}MU as the readers of Spanifli, and of Don 
Quixote in particular, are, and will always 
tie, pretty numerous all over Europe, and 
cyen out of Europe, I only wiihed that the 
Academicians hgd, in the firfl edition of 
fheir Diftionary, not omitted one word to 
^o be found iq that book ; and I flill wifh 
s|nd hope, that in due time they may do 
it., not in compliment to Sancho and hisi 
wife, but in complirnent to the readers of 
Cervantes* work^ without minding any To- 
bi^dron^s opinion to the cc«i? Wy : and I 
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wi(h and. hope, furthermore, that in z fe-- 
cond edition of their Didionary, they may 
regifter every individual word in their lan- 
guage, no matter whether ruftic words,, 
cant words, or antiquated words, whatever 
you may wi(h in oppofition to ipy wifh.. 
A good deal of this they have already- 
done, as yoo, and I, and every other To- 
londron knows, or may know : but ^«^-,. 
veJo and Gengoraj among their poets, they 
have as yet not gleaned with fufficient fb- 
licitude ; and thofe are the two that I par-^ 
ticularly wifli to uuderftand every word of, 
^You have given a heartj/ horfe-^laugh at my 
honeftly owning, that I find many paflages 
itiGongora difficult, and, in your pretty To-, 
londron way, define him an eafy pUafing, 
poety who drank dsep of the clear Jlr earn of 
Helicon^ and is never . obf cure. Laugh hear- 
tily. Jack, at .a poor adept, that will be 
obliged ftill to travel many a weary. mile be- 
fore he reaches you in Spanifh knowledge. 
Laughing drives a^ay care, and is a- 
mighty fpecific againft the fpleen : and 
you are fo little addidted to exhilarate 

your 
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your milt with jt, that not a few of your 
neighbours are of opini6n you will go 
melancholy at laft, which would be a 
thoufand pities: and, to /make- you laugh 
again, I will again fay, that GongordM 
v^rfes puzzle me oftentimes, and fet my 
Spanifh at defiance, efpecially in his Deci^ 
mas, Letril/aSy and Romances, poffibly be- 
caufe I never looked into any of his Com- 
mentators, who J as you affirm, makf him 
oh/cure iy their ahjurdities. Permit me, 
however, to fay, that 1 will not, can not, 
ought not, to tal^e your word without a 
pledge, wheij ydu fay, that his verfcs 
give you no manner of trouble, and that 
you underftand them welL The aftro- 
labe of your mighty Comment has given 
me pretty exadlly the altitude of your 
Spanlfh learnirjg : and how could you, 
good man, underftand Gongora^ you, that 
are as yet fo ignorant, as not to know, af- 
ter ht\w^ fourteen .years employed in com- 
n;enting Don Quixote, that Sancho never 
Jpeaks any langiiage- but Spanlfli ? A otro 
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Paroim tjte bu^o^ my gck>d man; and 
away with your ftories ! The inhabitants 
-of your parifli may credit every word you 
tell them about your marvellous know-» 
ledge of this, and tha^^ and t'other lan- 
guage : but Jack— I am none of thy 
pariOi{ 
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TOLONDRON. 


SPEECH THE THIRD, 


Mf thinks thou arf a gemral offcnce^ndevery bodyJboM 
beat tha* 

Shakelpeare. 

CASTING toy eye alkance on your 
Letter to the Divinity- Doftor while 
my breakfaft was making ready, I find 
that you have fpr once been fo very libe- 
ral, as to beftow upon me the appellatioa 
of Fool without any intricate circumlo- 
cution ; an appellation, that, if you had 
not courageoufly refolved to give me, 
might in all probability have ftuck to you 
fer wtnia Jecula^ in virtue of that right, 
which Lawyer^ term AMonomafia. 

And why did you favour me with fuch 
a free-gift? Becaufe I have faid in a Spa^^ 
nifli differtation, that *? the verb Deflocar^ 
** in the fenfe of to cure of madtiefs^ is not 

to be found \i} the Spaijiih Diftionaryj 
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** though ufed b^ Cervantes in his Don 
" Quixote.'* * • 

Falling a little too heavy upon that ca* 
fual aflertion of friine, you deny the truth 
of it HI no very fmooth Englifti ; that is, 
in the following words: ** Deflocar^ to 
•^ cure a man of being a Loco^ or Foolj 
** an explanapon worthy of a Loco only, 
" \s^ certainly not to be found ip Cervantes.** 

This, my fweet Editor of Don Quixote, 
is a period of yours, faithfully copied from 
yourXetter to your Do£ior. But, friend 
John, how could you write it without 
fjrft covering your face with a di(h-clout, 
that your looking-glafs might not refle<3: 
your bluflies to^yourfelf, if you blufliedi 
as you ought, in the penning of it ? You 
yourfelf, fweet John, a few lines after 
that period, have been fo incredibly dum- 
{y^ as to tranfcribe immediately the very 
lines out of Don Quixote, in which Dejlo^ 
car is ufed in the fenfe of to cure of folly ^ 
or, as you more laconically phrafe-it, to 
cure a man of being a fool. Cervantes' paf- 
fage, which 1 copy after your own tran- 
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fcriptj is this: ** Temia Sancho fi queda- 
f * rla, o nb, eontrecho Rociriante, o deflo^ 
*' tado fu Amoj que no fuera poca ventura, 
" fi deflocado quedara." 

1 wifti, Mr John Bowle> that after hav* 
ing tranfcribed this paffage, your Tolon* 
dronihip had favoured us with a tranflati- 
on of it, Underftanding the fecond de/lo^ 
cado. in the fame feiife you do the firft, 
what glorious nonfenfe you would have 
made of it ! But what you have not done 
I will be at the trouble of doing myfelf, 
if you give me leave. Taking both dejlo-^ 
cadds in the {tn(toi djflocated, atranflation 
ad literam of the paflage would run thus, 
*> Sancho was doubtful whether, or no, 
" Rocinante would be mainied, or his 
** mafter dijlocaied: yet it had been lucky, 
** if he had been dijlocated.^^ 

Turn it which way you pleafe, friend 
John, no other meaning than this will 
you be able to get from Cervantes* period, 
if you tranflate the fecond deflocado in the 
fame fenfe that the firft : ahd, if you do 
fo, what is -the paffage, but downright 

nonfenfe? 
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ftOiiftnfa? f^dor-ToIdfidrcxi! Let tnefael^ 

jon to the true meanings which, fuch H 

your ikiU in Spaftifh, you did not evtif 

fu{pe£t, after I had givctt ycm a ctie to it; 

You have called mt a fool beeaufe 1 un^ 

derilaud the pa^i&get and I inuft 6f cout f« 

eall you a wift mm becaui^: you do not 

even fufpe^ jrour ignorance o£ its mean*-' 

mg, aiid thu^ tetum good for evil. % 

tetl you then, that only the fiffl d^fkcada - 

means diJio€aUdj disjokid. Hie fecoa4^ 

as I faid in my Spaniih Diflfereation^ mean^ 

jMad^ de kcoj iu Englifii curtd of f§Uyt^ 

aartd afmadneji. Cervantes has here pun-^ 

ned on the double-meanings that the verb. 

De/lotar hz^ in Spanifli, With that fe^- 

cond meaning in your intelkdts, read novr 

the paflage over again^ and the deuce is tft* 

it, if you do not underftand it prefently.' 

Cervantes fays, it had been great goad luck^ ^ 

^ Dm ^xctel&uibem cured of kisf oily wdm 

wdHffjid fy a bard fu^ of hh enmfs lance 

tbalput Us bones in danger of ideation: Imt 

you^ not knowing. the dcmble-meaning of 

the vcrl> he made ufc of,, bccaufe you 

could 
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eould not 6n4 it in any df your d]£d(m» 
ties, paffed iilently over the period in 
your Comment, and omitted quite tho 
Terb Jeflotar in eithejf meaning, in your 
wdexes €f Cervarais^ words^ in ordet to get 
out of the diificulty. A pretty Comment 
tator you, and a cunning Index*maker! 
Not do you reply, as you have done in a 
note, that Shelton has tranfiated the pe* 
ipbd in a fenfe totally different from what 
1 give it i as fuch a poor ihifit will only 
make yoiir tolcndronery more add mors 
confpicuofus. Shelton, and the other 
Bnglifh tranflators, could not tranflate a 
pun^ becauie the Englifh language hat 
Hot a verb eqtiivalent to the Spanifli' verb, 
and expreffive of two meanings quite 
diAant from each other*: therefore SheU 
tovif and the other translators, turned the 
paflage without the pun, as they could 
not do what cannot be done : but 
the duty of a Commentator goes a few 
fteps beyond that of a.Tranflator, if you 
g^ve me permiffion to inform yau« IIm 
Commentator's duty is, to point out tiie 
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parages in his author, that afe not quite 
obvious, as in the prefcnt inftance, and 
*x|)lain them clearly. Have you done fa 
in your farraginous Comment with regard 
to this? No. Have you done it in your 
letter to the Divinity-Doftor ? No. There 
you called me a Fool, for having in; my 
Spanifli Differtation told you the fecond 
meaning of the verb in queftion; and 
how could you be fo monftrous dull^ 
is not to take my bint towards clearing 
up to yourfelf the paflage of your author ? 
But fuch are your moft acuminated powers 
of penetration,* that^it is an even wager, 
whether you will be able to perforate the 
period, and fee clearly through it^ even 
now that I have pointed out and explained 
the pun to your worfliip. Should- that be 
the cafe, I will own myfelf a Fool ef the 
very firft magnitude, for attempting to 
make Mr. Bowie comprehend any thing, 
though ever fo eafily comprehenfible* , 

But, a-propos of the verb deflocar^ wha 
told you that, in the fignification of to. 
diflocate^ or in dny fignification , it is an 

anti* 
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antiquatid^rbf \ivA fure,^ that neither 
Covarruvias, nor any other Spani(h lexico- 
grapher, calls this verb an antiquated one. 
How came you then to affirm what ybu 
have no authority for affirming? You 
would haVet been right, if you had faid, 
thatV^^^r; in the fenfe of to dlflocate^ is 
ufed by the generality ; and that the few 
who aflfeQ: to f|)eak -with Courtly elegance, 
{^Y diflocar: but what can my Tolondrbn 
ktiaw of thefe niceties, and of fiich -jemmy 
diftifffl:ions, wHereof he never had the 
leilft idea ? 

Having now fettled thi^ matter as well 
as it could be fettled^ I muft go on with 
fome other word that my Tolondrbn does 
not cleverly underftand; previoufly aflcing 
the reader's pardon, if I prove a little te- 
dibus; /as no fcribbler can help fatiguing a 
readfer, when difcuffing fuch trifles, as 
the meaning of words, and expounding 
petty paffages of this and that author. 

Mr. Bowie alks me with an erefted 
comb, *Mn what noddle did it ever 
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*^ enter that ac^un^a£d fignifies calk,^ a 

See, jnadamy lu>w a poor . fellow fooK 
i(hly unveils bi^ ignoraiace of a language 
he would make people believe himfelf a 
great mafter of ! But let me^ with a d^ 
jeded Comb, aik him m xniy jturn : How 
do you, Mr. J^k, explain the foUbwing 
words of the galley-flave i^ youf own 
< edition of Don Quixote? " Eftehoinbrc 

*^ honrado v^ por quatro aSos a g^ras^ 
*' haviendo pafeado (Cervaptes wrote 
^^ pajfeado) las acofttimbradas en pompa y a 
«^ cavalloF^' \i acqftivniradai does not ijieaii 
J^reetSj what does it mean ?, Cucunibers^? 
Mince-Pies ? Poached-Bggs ? Do,; tell us 
what it means I 

1 will not be at this tirc^ubk of looking 
into Shelion^ yervai^ , Motkusc^ or aoy other 
Englifh tranilator, to £e6 whether they 
have tranflated JlreeU^ or eucumkers : butf 
that it Tcy^ns Jireets^ I will pcove with an 
authority nearer at hand, and altogether 
an authority of fuch irrefragabiKtyt iduct 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bowie bitnfelf will a<lmit as a moft 
excellent one without the leaft hefitation. 
And what authority is that ? Shall I tell 
It/ or (hall i not ? Yes, I will tell it, were 
1 td undergo the fVftppado* Look into your 
t>wn Comment, Mr, Bowie, and there you 
will find, that Tou yourfelf are my authority. 
Can I produce a better ? There, Jack, 

• ■ 

ther^ you will find, that you wrote with 
your own band, and out of your own 
noddle, tbcfe three oracular words on 
that very paffage-^'* AcoJiunAradas^ quiza 
*< c^/fj*^— that is; acoftumbradas^ perhaps 
firttH^ 'This quotation from your, own 
comment, befides proving what I faid, 
that acofiumbradas means Jlreets^ proves 
alfo, .that your noddle, as fomewhat 
thicker than other folks' noddles, could 
. not receive the meaning of that word at 
one blow : therefore you modified it with 
your fooli(h perhaps : but my noddle, lefs 
thick by a few inches than yours, ad- 
rtxitted it at once without any falvo. En- 
deavour you to underftand ir fo for the 

F z future. 
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future, Mr. Bowie, and kave off your 

perhaps^ which are quite ridiculous in fuch 

clear C2ifes as this. Nor do you come, in 

your abfurd way, and artfully dropping 

the main point of the queftion, to tell me, 

that acofiumhradas^ being a cant word (as 

I affureyou it is) the Royal Academicians 

were right in rejefting it from their 

dictionary, in fpite of my contrary opi* 

nion. Such an attempt at retaliation 

would be bilt a very filly one, I affure 

you. The Academicians ar6 not to be 

blamed, if in a firft edition of fo volumi,* 

nous a work as their didionary, they hap* 

pened to leave that cant word out of it, 

along with many others : but, in another 

edition, it is moft likely that they will 

not oiiiit it, as they know, that the chief 

purpofe of dictionaries is, to regifter all 

the words ufed by writers, that readers 

may have recourfe to them, when they 

happen not to underfland this or that. 

Having turned the leaves of that di6):ionary 

with a diurnal and nodlurnal hand, during 

the 
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the fourteen years jou have been employed 
in the compilation of your mighty Com- 
ment, you ought to know that the Spa- 
nifli academiciians have not been fo ab- 
furd, as to rejeft their cant- words from 
their work ; and you know on the con- 
trary, that they have tranfcribed into it 
almoft the whole didionary of thofe 
words, compiled by Juan Hidalgo. But 
fhall I make lb free,* as to tell you how 
you came with yoUr creft erected to aiTure 
me, that acq/lumbradas meant not calks f 
Your dull brains, when you commented 
upon that word, laid fquat upon Cer- 
vantes* paffage, and all the Englifli tranfla- 
tors were fpread open before you, ready 
to help you to this and that meaning: 
No wonder, therefore, if you went within 
a perhaps of the meaning of it. But your 
hernious memory, happening to lofe the 
bandage applied to it by thofe tranflators, 
dbwn went that poor nieaning when you 
wrote the letter to your Divinity- Do<9:or ; 
aijd fo, like a ruptured Tolondron, arro- 

F3 gantly 
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gantly alked me the filly queftion you 
alked. Do not fo again. Mailer Johnny, 
and look before you jump, left you break 
your nofe again. 

Still with too much arrogance by half, 
you tell me, that never any body, but 
myfelf, made the fagacms difcovery^ that 
prccios means anos^ ** years," 

To convid you again of tolondronery, 

and fiill quoting you as my. authority, I 

muft tell you, that, in the firft edition of 

Don (!^ixote, given by Cervantes himfelf 

in Madrid, and in the fccond, made ia 

Valencia, both bearing the date of 1605, 

there is a paffage, that runs thus: ** Con- 

^' cluiofe la caufa, acomodaronme las e^p- 

** fpaldas con ciento, y por anadidura tres 

*• precios de gurrapas," The London Edi» 

tion by Tonfon has this paffage in the 

fame words, and fo has that of Amfter- 

dam, copied from it. But you, that 

know Spanifh much better than me by a 

great many yards, leaning on another e» 

dition made in Madrid in 1608, and, not 

under* 
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underftaoding the c^nt^word frecios in 
the above period, fubftituted aUos in your 
o^vn editiofi ; and this you did iilently, 
without apprHuig us with the cogent rea- 
fons, that induced you to prefer the read- 
ing of the third edition of Don Quixote, 
to the reading of the two firft, and of 
many fubfequent; ones» A Ipecial Editor 
you, that will not conform to a text given 
hy the author himfelf, and take the liber*- 
ty to adopt another, poffiWy adulterated 
In other paffages, as well as in this, that 
I have quoted, . for the forcible reafon, 
that you undcrftand it not ! But pray, 
matter mine. Is your ignorance a fuffici- 
tnt warrant for your not conforming to a 
text ? You may fay, yes ; but I fay, no. 
You may however anfwer, in extenuation 
of your deviation from that text, that 
when you printed your book, you were 
not pofleHed of Don Quixote* s firft edition ^^ 
and that you thought better to follow any 
other, than fruftrate the world of your 
Herculean labours, moft anxioufly expert* 
cd both in England and in Spain ^^ by e- 
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vferybody/ that has a nbfe in'the'miadlc 
of his face. JBiLit, good Jack, urge not folame 
an apolo^, left I anfwer, that y»ou tell not 
truth. Yon yourfelf, in a moft unlucky- 
hour, haye tagged to your sedition th vd^ 
rious readings of the three firft editions, and 
there inforci^ed us, that the firji an& fecond 
hdivp pffi;igs inftead q{ anos. Will you ever 
have the effrontery to deny the evidence 
of thofe various rea^diflgs given by your own 
felf I- How came you then flupidly to 
rail at my fagaf:iGUS 4i/covery^ which was 
no difcovery at all, except you call a difr 
jcovery every little peep given to your lilly 
Comment ? The fagacious difcovery was 
yours, who, not underftanding the word 
precios in the two |irft editions of 'Don 
Quixote, had recourfe to the third, which 
helped you out of youi: piizzle by the 
woid anos^ whereof the iignification is 
tnore obvious than the other, and to be 
found in any Spanifti didionary, which, 
unluckily for you, is not the cafe with 
-the word /r^r/(5J. Let me tell it you again, 
.Jack*: Look before you jump, and fufFer 

to 
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to be advired, that henceforwards you 
muft not be in a hurry in contradifting 
any thing I advance, left T quote again 
yourfelf againft yourfelf, to make your 
friend Mr. Smith laugh at you in kU 

fleeve. 

In fpite, however, of my not-at-alK 

fagacious difcovery of your infidelity to 
Cervantes-' text, to which you had fo- 
lemnly promifed, in your propofali many 
years ago, you would moft religioufly 
adhere, let me not prefs very hard on 
your having preferred one edition to 
another, as, at the very worft, your 
reading anos inftead of precios^ was but a 
peccadillo, to be waflied off, as they fay 
at Rome, with a fpoonful of holy water. 
"The ftory of the Knight and his Squire 
is not injured in the leaft by fo trifling an 
alteration as that ; and both heroes may 
ftill rove on about the Maneha in fearch 
of kingdoms and iflands without any hin- 
drance. I want not to triumph over fb 
pitiful an adverfary as poor John Bowie, 
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in good tr^th the moft pitiful advcrTarjr 
that a tnan of literature could ever have 
ilumbled upon. . By convicting him of 
great and fmall miftake^, of great and 
iflGiall deviations from Cervantes* text, I 
only want to drive into his poor noddle, 
that he is as yet ,tnany fiirlongs from 
J)eiQg the mighty Hifpanift he has long 
taken himfelf to be ; and I want to make 
him comprehend, ifpoffible, that fuch a 
Tolondron as he, muft not put too many 
petulant or fierce queftions to mes if evtr 
he refblves to write more letters to his 
Piyinity - Doctor about Don Quixote, 
about Spanlfli language, or indeed about 
any other thing imaginable. Modefty 
and diffidence willi at all events, do him 
much more good, than iiercenef^ or pe- 
tulance, as, by the grace of God, we have 
two eyes as well as he, and can poffibly 
cut a goofe-quill much better than he 
can, whatever his own haughty tolon^ 
dronery may make him believe, either in 
h^ cups, or out of his cups* I am 

not. 
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not, as he fays, capable of faying 0ny thing ; 

but I am more than capable to fay, over 

and over, and prove it over and over too, 

that he had done orl^naQy much better 

to mind the improvement of his farm, 

than to meddle with Don Quixote, as he 

has done pprjifs fecaJos thefe twenty years. 

paft, to the great annoyance now of every 

body, that fortuitoufly happens to hear 
of it. 
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SPEECH THE FOURTH. 

I 

» ... t 

^id immerenUs hofpiio vexas cams 
Ignayus qdverfum lupos? 

Q^ Horatius Flaccus. 

YOU affure me, good Mr. Bowie, 
and with the greateft gravity, that, 
among other innumerable faults and ble^^ , 
milhes, my Spanifti Differtation has that 
of not being idiomatically written, that 
the diftion of it is afFefted, and that it has 
furnifhed you with words and phrafes you 
never had the luck: ,to meet in twenty 
years almoft daily reading. 

To prove all thefe allegations efFeftu- 
ally, what have you done ? Oh the mighty 
Hifpanift ! Oh the formidable Critic I 
Oh the immenfe Tolondron ! You have 
fele£ted out of the Diflertation one word^ 
and. two phrafes^ none of them half as 
long as your little finger ; and woe to mfe, 
if . you had thought of pitching upon 

feveral 
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feVeral doten as big as your thigh ! One 
of thofe two ph rales is, the proverbial one 
de cabo en rabo^ which you will have to 
be no better, than an Anglicifm, becaufe 
it fo happens, that the £ngli(h fay like«* 
vni^from head to talL 

But to what purpofe, poor John, . have 
you ftudied Spanifli thefe! twenty years 
and upwards, when you miftake fbr an 
Anglicifm, as good an Hifpanifm as ever^ 
was born ? You Mufes, Nymphs, Dryads, 
Hamadryads, or what you are, of the 
Guadixa ind the Guadalquivir, come to 
ailifl: nie on this preffing occaiion, and, 
if not profe, give me ytxit, fufficient to 
convince this Tolondroniffimo, that the 
phrafe de cabo en rabo is loudly echoed 
morning, noon and night, along the 
banks, that keep your cryftalline waters 
from overflowing in dry weather \ Huzza \ 
My prayer was heard at this great diftance 
from Spain, and granted fo compleatiy, 
that I fee verfes enough to pick and chooic' 
for authorities, dancing and (kipping all 
about me ! Here they are the pretty. 
' things. 
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things, ind e«ch o«e wrkteUr m t gettume 
Spaniih h^nd«^ Will you believe rae. 
Mailer John, thait herd I have them alt 
before my eyes ; or will yoa pot me to 
the tfQubk of tranfcription I 

Believe thee, Turinefc ? No, to be , 
fure ! Neref will 1 believe a. Tiwioef* as 
long as I live ! Prove away^ prove away 
without any further ado 1 Q^ote a\]kthori^ 
tbs^ I fay; or I 'will {wear, thit tbon 
telleft nothing but damped lies. 

JadE, you are not goodoatmresd^ indeed^ 
by talking to me m this ftrain :; Ytt you 
are right. I have fworn^ (and if I have 
not, I iwear now) thai t wijil Di^vex take 
your affirmation without a pledge : there*' 
fore you have a right to demand the fame 
of me. I love fair dealing 'tween man 
and man, as much as I do apple -tarts and 
petty .-patties ^ and black upon white i$ 
a better fecurity than bare words : there-* 
fore I will do here what is generally dona ^ 
on fimilar octafions ; that is, I will produce 
my authorities, and from fuch illuftrioujs 
Spanifh writers, that you ftiall not eafily 
I challenge 
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challenge as not fufficicntly claflicaU 
though jau may poflibly not fiod them 
on the Aelvu of your library, as^ I did not 
fee them in the catalogue of the books^ 
with which jrou decorated your Editioa 
of Don Quixote. 

You fay, Mr. John, that in the cour& 
of twenty years, among other Spaniih 
Authors, you have read Ribadeneka^ s Flos 
SanS0rum: but have you ever read that 
other work of the fame Author, entitled 
Flos Stttltortwi f tUbadeneira^ in a ihort 
Zanoida^ entitled £/ Edkor Jkfeji^ makes 
Maripoja, a coy Critanay or Gypfy, alk the 
Graciojb this queilion : 

^ Como Hamas a efte ccro 
*' Dc cabp en rabo majadefo V^ 

To which the Graciofo anfwers : 

^ Preguntas por et Bolocho 
^^ De cabo en rabo tdiito y tocha \ 
« Maldito el fi yo lo fe : 
*^Puparo, peparo, papare." 

And here, as a marginal note tells us, 
the Graciofo kicks about^ and cuts a great 
many capers. . 

Have 
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* Have yoii any thing to' fay to thi* 
quotation from your beloved RjBadeneira ? . 
Now f4r another from the facetloui 
Chtifleteneir*a, who, in his fecohd book,- 
chapter the feeond, page the fccond, co-^ 
lumn the fecend, and line the feeond, 
(you fee I can be' as exaft asy-ou in my 
quotations) fpeaking of a t)all given by 
the Alcalde of Mofadilla^ upon occafion, that 
one Juan Bolo Wgs chofen Mofen^ or Vicar 
of that Aldeguela^ regifters a lively Xacard 
that was fung and danced by the'bbysr 
and girls adiiiitted to partake of that 
feaft. 

The Xacara runs thus : i ' 

Cantan las Mozas ; that is, H^e Girls Sing, 

*^ Vaya vaya'de Xacara, 
^ Gallardos Zagalejo^ 
*' Si fois los buenos paxaros 
** Que pareceis dc Icjos : 

*^ Cantad y bailad, . 

** Ballad y cafttad . . 

*< De nueftro Mofcn Bolo 

« Chichiricholo, 

•* Chichirichon, 
* De cabo en rabo Tolondron. 

Cantan 
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" Vaya vaya de XScara^ 
** Taimadas Rapaiuelas : . 
•* Llevad con garbb pfcaro 
" Al 4ire las chinel^; 

" Cantad y Baiia:^ 

^^ Bailad y cantad 
* De nueftro Mbfen Bold ' ' 

'** Chichirich^ld, 
.. ?' Chichirich64 - : , : . 

" Decabocnrabo Tolondron.*', 

'* ' . . 

» **■ . , 

THefe two quotations, ^r.- Bowleg 
6ught to fatkfy you quite With regard to 
the legitimacy of my phrafe : but, as I am 
of a liberal, rather ^than of u diabolical 
nature, as you would make me believe 
I am, here goes another quotation out of 
the heroic ffoemv ehtitled El €ofnentadar 
CharhtaH^ lately publi(hed by Don Lope 
Bufonadamkay who c^Ils himfeif Af»S/^<9r 
de la devota Gtfrddia de lbs Jrubaries Manchegca 
yEftremeHoh Thusdbes this gteat Epopdaii 
deffcribe his principal hero, a haughty 

« • 

Presbiterilh called Judnito BaJlardutOy in the 
. fecbhd ftanza of his fecond Canto i 


Ill 

<* Eunuco^ hermafrodita, q cueroy o bota : 

<^ Si fabe. a Ingl&, a galgo^ o a moharrachD,* 

^ Si es oUa hendida, o calabaza rota : 

^ Si tiene tina, o (arna, o fi v£ ^acho \ , 

^ Ni fi es zagt> de iglefia) P de picota : 

^ Si lleva, o no» por calavera un nabo \ 

^ Mds le, que es Chacbtaa de cabp en rab<V» 

My dear Mr. John Bowite, believe me 
when I tell you, that I could, if It were 
necefiary, give you a lurfett of fuch 
claiikal authorities a^ theie, fvc my phi^fe 
Ji ca^ m rabo, and without ftirning an 
inch from my writing*table« Dieam 
therefore no longer of my having coined 
it myfelf, and aflc ro^e not where I hav^ 
been^^^ for that other phrafc afit ^st^ 
for the word' ^i£^M^^, or for any other 
employed in my Span^ Dlffertation. Who^ 
ever underftax^s Sp^niih^ will £nd the 
libove quotations a|>pofite enough: t>ttC 
the talk would be endlefs, wer9 I p«Bc* 
tually to anfwer eveiy idle queftion jrott 
jatiay put to me^ and adduce authorities 
for all the words I ufe, that j^e unkncwm 
to you. You mufl: befides coniider, thsd: 

thefe 
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theft % flM\tAt& ztcio^6tbyo^\fih6 
fame rbSd, thit JrbiirS cimfe to liie ; that 
is, by means of the ^prefs ; aliil foiii^ 
crabby readfer ihight pbffibly blkme your 
mdifcfetioo in thickening iritefrbgatoriei 
upon ihterr6gat:bries oh me, aiid likeWife, 
find fault tvith foblifti me for niy tariie- 
nefs in buffering y6u to i^o fd bvci and 
ovfer: therefore, let ifife pfuHfefatly a^^bid 
thefe ty^a dahgerdus rbtks, afici blilj^ tkki 
upon . rhfe to fet you f Ighc hete and there ; 
explain to you thm unknown w6rd, and 
that phrafe unktio^en, arid do fot you 
fuch othfer petty jobs octafioft^Uy, a^ 
Chriftians do noW-a-days fbi: othfcr Ghrif* 
tians, when they fee them hardly pfeffed 
by dif6 fieceffity : but to pay at fi]^t ill 
the bills you may draw upon tne fbr lirg^ 
fum& oi^ words and phrafes, would be to 
teath you Spanifh over again ; add that 
I cannot do now, that age has feiidered 
your noddle as hard as mine/ and thti 
your Comfnent and Letter to your Doc- 
tor have convinced me of your flu^ilhn^il^ 
la learning languages. Study Spanifli 
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tweo.ty years longer, Mr. Bowk, and the 
dtantfe is in. it, if at laft you do. not learn 
it afst afsi I 

After this: good piece of advice given 
you without fee or reward, I muft beg. 
of yoii not to go any more to inform the 
world, that I was bred in Lybia^ where 
Serpents] gave me fuck, as this is one of 
thofe fecrets I would hot have divulged 
in anytof thefe three kingdorhs, wherein 
it is ffiU a fecret. ' It is true, I faidfome- 
where, thzt pronenefs to cruelty is inherent in 
man^ without' meaning fuch men as Mr. 
Bowie, • who has not the leiafl: fpice of 
cruelty , in h\s whole compbfition ; but 
meaning only man: in general, when left 
to himfelf, and to big nature not correded 
by education. 

, What made me advance that pofition, 
wbiqhisfar from being an uncommon, or 
an acute one, was the moft obvious" notice 
one, may take every day of uneducated 
children of all ages and fizes, who wilt 
wantonly kill flies and earwigs ; put out 
the eyes ,of ipafrows and finches ; tie a 
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bladdfer or a log'td a cur's tail to make 
him run to * the dev^I ; , apply a red-hot 
poker to a cat^ paw, when (he fleeps^by 
the fire-fide, to niake her m'^ke room; for 
thofe that want to warm thenifelves } drive 
oxen furioufly along crouded ftrects,. to 
procure themfelves the pretty diverfion of 
feeing men gored, and women tolled up 
high; or, like the Barcelona, Boys in 
Don Quixote, put flily z, handful of furi&c 
under an afs, or lean horfe's rump, 
that, by kicking and' bouncing,, they' may 
endanger the necks of their riders, etcetera^ 
etcetera. 

The notice of fuch or fimilar tricks^ 
that any man who has two eyes, or even 
only one, may take every day iii the 
week in many parts of- this world, 'made 
me unwarily lay down the above pofition, 
on which you chanced, I know not how : 
and as you are always very hunlanfe and 
good-natured to me, you made this very 
kind Comnient upon it for my Inftruftion : 
God forbid that itjhouid hefii^ and depend upin it^ 
that it is noijb. Could the mojlfavage beq/t upon 
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Vfbere onM he fini fitter wordi to faring dawf^ 
^IwiM n0(i^e^ i6a kyel %^itb ^ 

I need npt by this time, gentle fhe- 
readftr^ tell (hee, that this ingen^iovs kin4 
o^ alie|jpiy of the Javage ieqfi^ meanj; 
^n huipnbl^ fei:Yant of thine, who, in the . 
djjys of yorcii'was far from difdaining the 
touch of fuch ruby lips as thine : and 

. what wi]|l you fay, ypu ftudious ladsi^ 
to whom I give all the books I can fpare, 
when I inform you, that a few lines 
after, qiy lucii^lers portion is termed a 
itumuibk fojitm by this Jack* wt)Q can 
ibixietlmes Mv/ ^//fi^<^^ as well,, as any 

f^HMge.bea/i. <m ibx timniatn ^ Afxd how caa 
t, tpy^ hoys, and n?y §irK after iifi} ^r 
cUnei^ o| fuch ^ J[aick*s philofophjr and 
p^anthxQj)^» (et cl?,earfully. about tpach» 
ing; ^m, Sjjapjdfti, It^an, French, En^.- 
lt^„ prap^ other. gcxKlthing^? 

it aga^ t^t^ aoxsr s^l<J, tl^n, l wift ^]ffi 

1«^ hip. <^«^^ W ridic9l<i|;^0jr, tRwjBg, 

a and 
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)e4 hmm 9»A tber4 e^pfewi hkasir' a W9r4 9f^ 
phia^; byt tt>'t;e4ch faim da c^^ \^ vgi^^ 
fi^aos %f) aa^ if I had aothifig bettes ta 
doi woiUd: b(S^ like ai> atten^ to df i^k kte^ 
lOSSM!^ dryv He. may have^ as he ia;st> 
what I have adfi a dfop o|^ ft ^H hogihead 
c^ the mik afhamoH^ natufi rttimi&g \xk a^A 
0ur at hi& j^0/» afid hk ^%?(?/if ; a»d, e£ 

. courfi^ ihttdder, aa4 he horribly fliockcd^ 
at my damnabU p^tims^ and dhbdieal doc^ 
trms : but, fov dil hiSrC<mrtiag acid cDaxiog, 
me at thi^rafev I cannot lindbrtabe to t6acb 
da c^ ^ch a otelfiiy pbyofdpher^ as hisi 
tolobdcot^p (he^ws himfelf, whenev<er tb» 
ma^gis^al notes haimt hkti like hobgoblia^. 
Toteliithe truth,. Mc Bowie,, you ar€^ 
^»D6iivhat moipe milky, ^4 fugcuE^ toa^^ 
whe$i;yoiraiiatomi2ie my PoKiugvidM leara^ 
iQgt aad th«ro you &y of me mtfihi emtt 
ha^, ijodeed I aeves fbid^ or eabiogjytatedt 
thai i^er kMw :9iofi^ PoitiAj^xsie, thiM 
what etouldthelp^«]«'0«ice fehM>tfgh;the £»« 

^yS04^o^Civ9^04M(i^whi^ bo^evti:, I-.owo^ 
L aaw( h9ld Biutga^. enffUg^ \^ liOd^sAft^^' 

f<^ w«Ui W 1 40f«fef|jRr«ach 2l?A^ Fi»« 
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fr^m paradmg away with my Porfugueze^ 

* * * * "■ ' ' 

as you do with yours, I only droppieida 

few words of it in the (noit account I g^e 

of my croffing a part of Portugal, as I hap-* 

pened to hear thcn^ from my chalfe-* 

drivers, and a few other folks. You, Mr/ 

Bolvle, with Fatber BkUauh uiSimary - in- 

your hands, are pleafed to inform me^ that 

two or three of thofe words are not Poftu- 

gueze, and makb a fufs about it (taking 

even advantage of fome=error of th^ prefs) 

as if the Scythikns and P^f thfehs had juft 

landed at Brighthelriijrtotfit, and wer$ ^^d- 

vancing to befiege LeWes, or Croydon,. 

But, gQpd JiackJ if thofe words give you 

any uneafinefs, diminifli your appetite/ or 

interrupt your fleep^ on" account of their 

iiot b^ng fpek the right way, I have no 

dbje6tion in the world to^your cbrrcdihg 

them iftthe-mai-gin by the help of yoUr 

Father rBlmm. T\\t tx&Xii^ty o# my^ 

travels y^Vfhii($)t jwou have bought with i^our 

own mfondy 'at the bookfeller's wli^re dfece 

w6 met,-balorigir^ to yoii as much ks ydiir^ 

gatt<;r6 ; /sttid' you may Btarn it, or ciititdL 

^ ^, ' • '■ * • 
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h, as you like beft. Suppofe yoxk only 
eorrcS it, we thall thea ^ quit dn the 
fcor^ of marginal tidtes^ as by your correct*; 
tions you may vei; me full as much, as yoq 
thoi^ to be vexed at mine : In' tiiis Cafe, . 
however, you may let go untouched the 
chaife-driver's phrafe. En efta tierra furofi^ 
Mdo^ which means. In this country they fieal 
0oery thing: It is truis, as you moft gene- 
foufly condefcended to infdrm me, that to 
fieal \% iti Spanifh hurtar^ and in Portu* 
^c%^furtar : but let me inform you, that 
Jurar is alfo ufed in fome of the Spanilh 
provinces, and I dare fay in fome of the 
Fortugueze. The chaife-driver who fpbke 
that fentence, was, in alt probability, nei- 
ther a native of Caftille, nor of Eftrema-' 
dure ; and it is a thoufand pitiefs I forgot . 
to alk him of what province he wasy which- 
would have been an important ' piece of 
information to my reader: yet depend 
upon it, that I took down with tny hlack' 
pencil in my memorandum-book thofe^ 
words, exadlly as he fppke' theih : there- 
fore you will certainly coiAittit a- great fin,' 
; ■ ^ if 
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italfi tkhu wkk a x«U?, as I wiite. it, or, a» 
3r9«4o» wiljk ^ drewtifim^t furaa. Not to 
j^Kwe vtijlbaolEftil Ua yovLr Portu^ussQ 
ffgiar^ Jw4 jrou? Spaoiih ^wr^or^ I witt tdi 
infv iJ9; i!et;i«m, that the iame vesb^jUr id 

3MOk wiJEl 6»d it 9» iUch,. not in tbis Acadb«. 
aw9ai> Plenary, hqe is Cotfarrttvias, am 
in Eibadiopicft.i, htit in mao^cAd SpoMi^ 
U»]r^v that u» pamcuiftr enfiMtldd, X^f •SmO^ 

ndutaeib H jiojk twtk tioths HfkmPar^d^i, 
3M< XIH. y<(W wiU find thc^ ^npta TiinUft 
heipiMuogr with, t^eic; wdikis; FMr««r k 

tlMfc i9» %J»ili Qfher p9pk^s g/xtiis> it a (ri/m 
JifMikn 4^ ntim : a text: tbta^ «£' you had 
tftjM^t («C whoiQ) y«tti iiiyeitfod the Aonjr 
c^ the ileloB wsaficb« MWiald h4v« provad tor 
y.Wb a tf XK: of gQH*. a@ i« woiiid have eooM; 
<)^H(pattorj«ki»r pj9«poi^ BX'the.fagrflt^afr 
It fiful bx tib^ eali^gm <^ yomhoicks^ tha<k 

t)^(»ii£k itK «i9D»: limi' y0tt'. Imvh done -C^ 


^ixoU\ a^d I'dfiiKe yoiuif yptt cyet com? 

tQ un^epftand it weU, yQu wUl w?ip greati? 

advantage from th^t, thvi you did ^m 
the othe^t becaufe Poa QjUxole v^^ 
people ggod'huwoufed ; and tb^l; ia what} 
you'll never be : but Doh Alifoafo m^kcss 
people honeil s and that is what you ou.^^ 
to be* 

Not to digrefs too widely, and returon 
ing to. your making noUs in mjt margins^ zs^ 
I did in ypurs^. you have toy fuU permiffipft 
tQ blot the lafl: o in the word B^rraphoy and 
to put an a in tb.e ftead^ and mak^e it Bor^ 
racba^ which, as you fay (and yoi^ % 
right) is the true Spanish najaa^, of that 
leather-^ba^ ija much uf^d all nver Spain, ta 
keep wine in. ReeolleiS:, howefver* that, 
when I ipadfi fb free as to call it Borradsg^^, 
I was writing ]^9glilh,k n^t Spanifli^ : and 
as the Bngliib c,all, it. BoKrofho, I called^ it 
Borracbo toQ,. J k^^w full welj^ that ypux 
wha £y;e ai ftpipMjbws.Iing^wft, and w^t t<^ 
grormil^e , (vich, a i?<?tio» t^rw^h yQur 

the ofMitsijto «f,r«l»H|iiWfiMjJir somisj- 

men 




I 

I 


J2] , 

mqn as you , do me, for their abominable 
tf ansformatidn of a Spanifh feminine into 
an Englifh neuter, and gone even fo far, 
as to wifh for a motion in parliament to 
have it ena£ted iritq a law, that ** In con- 
•* formity to the Spanifh language, the 
** fubjeflsof this realm b'fe henceforwards 
'^ compelled to fay and to write Bor'ra^ha 
^* iriftead of Borracho ; and furthermore, 
^* that this fame nafty Borracho be tranf- 
** ported for life to Africa, or any other of • 
*• his majefty's plantations." But, Mir. 
Bowie, I, that am not quite fo fond as 
jrou of teaching nations hbw to fpeak 
their fefpeflive tongues, and choofe rather 
to err with them, than he right with you, 
and hJite befides * all oftentatious pedar>try 
and parade of trifling knowledge, will con- 
tinue ' to write Borracho in Englifh, and 

• ^ 

favd my Borfacha for my next Spanifh Dif- 
fertation, or whatever it may b?, notwith- 
ftaridlhg any Jack*s prbteft to the Contrary :' 
and fo'will I likewife do with regard to 
the word' Comment i whith I will never cal^ 
Cor^mo^isyoM fiHSly do when WritfagEti]^-' 

li(h: 


b3 

lifli : fie she Camentoi as I fold m^ my p?- 
mentQj,zjid fo forth • .Strut aWay^ Jack* 
and let the univcrfe be,apprifed of thy yaft 
fcientificalnefs ! Teach . nations, thou 
that art equal to the great undertakk^^ and 
fimper prettily at me ifor looking upon 
myfelf as only a tolerable adept in Spanilh 1 
But, wh?t can I do, if the unlucky ftar I 
was born jinder, made me ab incunabulisy fo 
confounded modeft, that I never dared to 
advertife myfelf as a giant in that tongue, 
to be feePj at a (hilling a head, in the large 
room over the New Exchange ! Would 
you believe it, milky mafter Jack, that on 
prefenting a few of my mqft intimate 
friends with my Spani/h Dijfertationj moft of 
them' flared at it, as at the oddeft meteor ? 
and why ! becaufe npne of them had ever 
fufpeded my having fufficient devernefs 
that way, and capability to write fb many 
Spani(h pages. And it was likevsrife. a mere 
accidental difpute, that induced me to let 
fome folks know, that I was not quite fo 
ignorant of that tongue a$ they fuppofed. 
True it is, that you find that Differtation 

little 


littie better tbad a loflg ftrihg bf KtlglU 
ei&i*^ for the tttgeiit teaibitl that ytm' have 
fcefeh thtfe tvrtJilty years iiicefiafatiy team- 
ing ^paniJh, yet eould not taake out many 
lines ifl it: bilt» ^ the Diflertation a 
ftring of Afiglicilms, or Mad^gafearifms, 
take this from the Author of it, that you 
will do yourfelf no mifchief at ail, to 
bring 'yourfelf a few pegs dowh in your 
high opbioh of yourfeif ; as it is a max- 
im pretty generally received in the literary 
Commdhwealth, that all Boafters are Tolon- 
drons of no fmall tnaghitude. Were it true, 
as I apprehend it is not, that in point of lan- 
guages you are a fecond Father Finetti, 
ftill your talking fomewhat fmaller, 
than you have hitherto done, will give 
you ho cholick, nor indigeftion : and to 
tell it you at once without mincing the 
liiatter, I ihould be much aihaihed, if, in 
three or four mdnths teaching, 1 had nof 
put more Spanifii into the heads of my 
two young gentlemen, (you know whom 
I mean) than ydu have gotten into your 
noddle duritig the twenty yeari inceflaiit 

reading 


In 


Yo4ir tcemal bragging of jbMt deep 
fluU in tfaiSt ^^ jour deep (kill iti thaty 
bdng btii Hdiculous tolondixnieries ift 
you, I &rapk not:, aB yoti lee, to ftiAlM 
game of them, and cxpofe thecti in ths 
hftdicrous lai^age of comedy aftd faroe# 
But to be ft moment ferious, whdt (hall I 
fa J of that paltry malevoleace joM are fo 
unguarded as to betray about my peuiioh i 
£very body, that knows any thing of 
iDe^ knpWs that, during many years, I 
have done what I Could to throw my little 
mite into the immenfe ftock of Englifli 
literature, and would have done more, if 
my fliort alHlities had permitted* F6r tlM 
little that I have done, your country^ 
which, in beflowing Howards, looks mdM 
on her innate generofity, than on people'* 
merits, has beAowed eno^igh upon me^ 
to make my old age t^f and com^^ablei 
Qod be ble&d for it: And ytMk$ good 
Mr. Joha Bowte, you arraign her fer it t 
1 will eafily agree with y«u» tliiti fi'Mtt 

aU 
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all. «iy writings you neves tearnt M'Jhafe 
was worth the thoufandth part of a ^al£>^ 
jpepfty ; and^thatiftaylike^ife be the cafe 
of ipanyi other bodies : ,Ho^cy^r, yotu* 
contribution y , as a iubjecf, towards my; 
e^fy ^mt cpiofofft^ble .ex^iftence, amounting 
pQfiibly.to iefs than even the.thoufatidth 
part, of a, half-peony, how can you boaft 
pf having ihe^ twjk of human nature flowing 
^ S^P^ :Aoi^Zfca5 .in, your veins, when you 
gfudge it me,, and objurgate your noblo 
liation for having taken fb invifible, {0 
^ncomprebenfible^.part of your property 
ixoxti yoUij tpbeftpw it upon me, when, 
ja^ r am informed, you enjoy uiider hert 
protection the ufe of much more money, 
than you know what to do with ? Fie upon 
you, and your natural milk, Mr. John 
Bowie ! How can you utter the humane 
fentiments of Terence, as if they were 
yoiir own, and in the fame breath vomit 
t\\€ moft inhuman ones againft your bene« 
ficent country ? Be guilty of fuch paltry 
jtodlevoleQce no more, iny milky mafler $ 
and, 9S you know I am on the brink of 

fevcnty. 
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' .fe\rentjr, comfort yourfelf Jn fedret, that 
1 cannot keep you long out. of your thou- 
fandth part of a half-penny, as men fo 
aged* have but a Ihort race to run. *^ 

But let me hailen , away from thofe pa*- 
ragraphs, wherein you fhew yourfelf in 
the afpe£t: of a Yucatan-alligator, rather 
than of an Englifh citizen. To infift any 
longer on them, would prove with a vcn* 
geance, tny JamnaiJe pojition to be true, 
thzt ; mm^ unqffifted iy ^duc^ttioHy is a cruel 
being. ^ From thofe nafty and hateful pa- 
ragraphs, let us tutn to thofe abfurd^nd 
ridiculous ones, the expofition whereof 
may draw from my readers fmiles and 
laughter, rather than contempt and de- 
left ation. 

In one' of thofe abfurd and ridiculous 
paragraphs you fall upon me with great 
fiercenefs, and appear fuperlatively en- 
raged at the iftiperfeft account I gave in 
my travels of the editions of Covarruvias* 
.ftbe/oro; alias DiSlionary. Therfe.!: unfor- 
tunately faid, that I had {ttii only two of 
thofe editions ; and you put yourfelf in a 

H paffion. 
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:j)ai3ioif, becaiifclliaveifot^eeii/V^i?. To 

appeafe-ycm, rtiyrtiilkljr'^man, i'ftJldowh 

(praftrate at your fcbt, and coofefs with 

the titmoft contritiftn and ittritioh to 

Fae^aRevereifidfffima, 'as if you. '^dre^the 

Pope's firft Penitentiary, thatd have been 

•fo 'wretchedly linful whfen dn ihy travdk 

'through Spain, as never 'te 'ha v^ feen^bW 

twooi thofe editioriSf; ^two^ ttrtd^na more. 

Vatfira ReverendiJ/iirra informs m^ now, 

that the.Bookfeli^r's<:Sa:techiftti, the bn|y 

orthodox book rdiight tb lodk iiitb, fayfe 

.^piaihly *and intdligibly, th^t 'ihe'^Hifmstf 

Covahuvias' ^heforo are'three^ 'tad^ftbt7i^*, 

■as my h'eretidal and Jprofli^te t^es had 

•taught me to beheve, When on 'my triveh. 

Ten thoufand thanks from my hefart^s 

.'bottom to Viieftra ^Reverehd^Jkrta iot his 

-foub-filvang informatibn ; ?and be your If^* . 

verendjffima {me and ceftain^'if^;^ '^iil, 

'but for this once, pronomide ^n Ego te 

ah/oho^ that hencefbfwarids I i[}*air»trufy 

-and fiilccTclv'belitVe the «dkibhs^ ^f th^t 

diftiorirfry to be 'three:, "ahd ixit A«fe,i^haf- 


isfWerr. my Mrkrked ftye^ may hctt iptswch, oc 
mpart to the contrary. 

• • PuU as wiilie is yiOaHc pn)UK talk about the 
iame Coy arrjuFias^ *wi&ea you lay, .that m m^ 
Si'ayds I have j&xaited him, .^nd xleprefled 
hkn in my $pmi^[h J^i^tathn^ I fa^Id in my 
travels, dhat Covirruvias wiasa very learned 
anam^ laiid a reipedbaisile Etyrnologift, {b faf 
bsl trcmld judge by ta curibry look gi}/en to 
has book with thehurxy of ATr^aveUer: 
Bfoidi tSaiii was not fettiog ^vssx at the very 
top L of the houfe. Then, at ajEfeothef 

' period of my life lia)Vibg Hadx^ccafio^ to 
infpeA xthat iame book at ieiifu're, Idi£* 
a|»|xjfi)Ved lof/hfts incofiant elideavoujrs to 
fitac^ even the imoJft coixiiiaaon words .from 
riaeiGcneds: and the 'Hebrew^' is^enhe oould 
£a£ly htrve ixxuud thein aekner (borne : 
and is this fending h^vm .down froai the 
garret to the \cellar ? In the Diflfertation 1 
psodnced two rOr three examtples .of hts 
;fo doing) which I tihought fo^cieat )fe9 
the ipurpodTe J Ihad then in ^hand : - But 
hmv ^id o^y fo floing ^depreis <him, an'd 
deftroy iiis ch^ra&er as a. maici ^of ncr^ 

H 2 . extenfive 
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cxtehfive learning ? Where is the {infni 

cohtradifliion of my two aiTertions ? Does 

not the fecond, as well as the.firft, cha- 

radterife him as a man poflefl'ed of Greek 

arid Hebrew^ which in Engliih implies 

extenfive learning? Jack, Jack, thou art 

but a forry caviller, and hadft better to 

cat beef and plumb-pudding on Sundays, 

than play the critic any day in the week ! 

But, fuppbfe that I had fallen even harder 

on the &^e^r Don Bajiianj had I faid half 

fo niuch, as ^evedof You,, that have 

impinguated your Comento by tranfplanting 

into it thoufands of Don Baftian's words 

along with their definitions, are ridicU'*- 

loufly perfuaded, that you have be^i 

ftringing up Oriental pearls : but Quevedo, 

who underftood him certainly fomewhat 

better than you, paffed juft fuch a judg'^ 

inent upon him in his Cuento de Cuentos^ 

as mutatis mutandis^ I pafs upon that filly 

work of yours. Thefe are %^w^^V words: 

5? Tambien fe ha hecho teforo de la lengua 

** Elpanola, donde el papel es mas .que 

^* la xazon, .. Qbra grande, y de erudicion 

. ■; ; > 1 .. " defalinada." 


[iior 

"'defalitiada." That is : Avajl number of 
Spanijh words has Covarruvias hoarded up: 
ha his work is not worth his paper. A large 
work; buf full of Jkvenly erudition. Don 
Balthafar de Acevedo, in his queerly-writ- 
ten Cenjura^ prefixed to the Academician's 
Dictionary, having taken notice of the 
immoderate ufe made by the fame Aca- 
demicians of Covarruvias* Teforo,znd obliged 
not to difapprove them, would make us 
believe, that Quevedo faid, ** por gracejo" 
hy way of Jhewing his wit^ what he faid of 
that Ye/oro : but, I am not quite of his 
opinion, and take Quevedo to have liter- 
ally faid what he thought, without min- 
cing the matter at all, and his words 
admit not of Acevedo^s interpretation . 

In fome parts of my Travels I faid, 
that thfe Bifcayan Dictionary ^f Father 
Laramendi bears the title of Trilinguej be* 
caufe it runs in Caftilian, Bifcayan, and 
Latin ; and you take me fevercly to talk 
for fb faying, as if I had again been 
guilty of a fecond herefy, as big as the 
l/ther about two and- three. ^But the 
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ffaifoftf ofyo\ft contrary affertidn iife c6n^ 
veyed in foftraiyge a, gibbftriib,, that I, 
Ganriot abf^lutely find out what you wduld. 
be ^t. .What do yoU 'teein> -wherij y^o^tt 
reply 16 GonfuWtidni that .Laram©6t|i*^3 
Work is i^Atitifed Dkeioia^bTrilingue^ \*hich 
ia neither more nor krs> than what I faid ? 
If yOu agree with toe on this point* what' 
is it^ thfet you find fettlt 'with \ I3 fit my 

havirig wHtten, harainendi with a fingler 
f, ihftead oi Litrfamendi with two rr'sJ'Ji 
this is aUtybur obJ€(Sioii, corre^ that. my. 
grdat error by the addition of another ^i 
. without ahy anger, and be fatisiied witb 
my hunable thanks for your h^ing cbr^ 
reded my, Englifh p renunciation of that 
Lexicographer^^s name with your moro 
ei£d£t Bifcayaii^ pronunciation, and fo far, 
done me a monftrou$ deal of good^. laud 
if tny humble thanks are not fufficient ex* 
jpiatiqn for my crioaiei takte away thci r from 
my own name^ and put it to thatof the 
good Jcfuit, without any further fnaVling 
and barkii!ig at a Oiadow. Can I do nCvQK 
to pliBafe you^^ , than give you leave to call 

' '. me 
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rae h£n£ehi;^SitdsBMUi inftead (yiBareiti? 
I thank' you iikcwife for- bavmg informed 
qie, that the Didionary pf Father Larra- 
mendiy vfixh tWd rr*j, preceded his^ Gh:amtnar^ 
fy focteetk yeatSj -as fuch an impoijtant point ♦ 
of literary chronology would probably 
have, be^n for ev^f beyond the reach of 
my intellefts. Without your charitable af- 
fiftance, as I have neither of the twa 
worlds in my poffeffion^ and could not of 
cpurfe have compared the dates of them at 
bottom of their Title-pages. Ii^eed, I 
had only faid, . if you had been willing to 
take iexa<3: notice of my wojrds, that next 
the Didionary of the Bifcayan language, 
the Grammar of it, as fi^r as I knew^ 
wa§ the moft coni^derable work in it : 
hut this you deny with great w^rattl, not 
by apprifing me, fhat there- are works 
in that languagq more co$ifi^rabIe than 
that^ Grammar, but by informing me, 
that the HiMionary preceded the Grammar 
by fixieen years: a piece of information 
of fuch Colojfllal magnitude, that 1 Ihali 
Cfertfiinly place it in my gallery of Bifcayan 
f H 4 Anticjuities. 
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Antiquiiics, and never lofe fight of it as 
long as I can make ufe of both my: eyes. 
Faith, Mr. John, you have here, I own, 
difplayed your immenfe knowledge, and 
expofed xny immenfe ignorance with fuch 
ipimenfe wit and ingenuity, that it would 
now be hopelefs to deny your being able to 
read the dates of the books you have, in 
their title-pages. 

I could neverthdefs wifh, Mr. John 
Eowle, that you would forbear to rally 
me at the rate you do, for having men- 
tioned the five Dialeds, into which the 
Bifcayan language is divided, and not 
congratulate the Bifcayans fo heartily, 
for my having, with the few lines I 
beAowed on that fubject, enabled ihern^ as 
you fay, to enter into trade with other nations. 
This your firft attempt towards fpright- 

lincfs and • jocularity, puts me in mind 

« 

pf the Afs in :/Efop, that bounced in his 
mafter's lap, to Ihew he could play as 
prettily as little Pompey. How vivaci- 
oufly,dearTolondron, you expatiate on my 
total ignorance pf the Bifcayan Tongue, 

. . which. 
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ivhich^ zi it is well known » though jou 

keep it a fecrct, you have at your finger's 

tnd ! But in the name of common fenfe^ 

what had Doctor Johnfon, Sir Joihua 

Reynolds* the bad Painters of Italy, and 

our Royal Academy to do with the five 

Bifcayan Dialects, with the Bifcayau 

Dictionary, with the Bifcayan Grammar, 

aijd with the Bifcayan name of Father 

Larramendi with two rr*s ? Will you be 

fo milky, my good Tolondron, as to in - 

form me why jrou jumbled them all 

together, and created that chaos of non- 

fenfe you have created by that ftrange 

hodge-po,dge ? I alrnoft fufped, that you 

want to recommend yourfelf by it to our 

•Royal Academy as their Setretary for the 

Foreign Correfpondencc immediately aifter 

my death, as you have fo eagerly embraced 

that opportunity to apprife the Prefident 

^nd Members of it, that I fill that poft 

unfitly, on account of my total ignorance 

pi foreign languages. But a word in your • 

car, Monfieur de Tolondron. If that is the 

blank you aim at, I tell you, between 

friends, 
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fit^idi;^ tkat ; yon li^iU not hit k Look 
into the £ngl)fli Cthroni^lc^' Nov. tba i2t;h^ 
ef this facneydaf 17S5, and ybifi; willi A^ 
that jr.oili have been (00 &0W In y^r ap-' 
plieatloB* Anothar Tolondr6n,(that aim^ 

at my emoluments-, alrea^ correfpondd 

♦ • . . ^ . . 

tvith ^ Public as a Fohmieei^ Sd^f^U^ t& 
the Academy^ and iflfofms iis at large, m 
l\er nanie, that the Italian MettibcTrs of 
*he fame Academy 5 that Is, Meffieurs 
Cipriani, Bartolozzi, Carlini, and Rigaud,^ 
are Jhamelefi^ inieQer'J^ pattiai^ ungrateful 
Members of it, and ef .no Miite% ; deftt^ 
eigters efEnglrfi^ merits without hcmwc^ prin* 
cipkj er daerum ; a paltry i^tdtags Junta and 
Faitioni JcandahuSj makvoknt, malignant, 
ifm>iouu deffikable^ and alwjiys to ie viewed 
with indignation, whik there is a Jpark gT 
dignity in th§ bi^m^n heart. Mr^ John, match 
mf f^^h a Pi^dap for Bniingfgatlealfiights;^' 
if ypu cs^n ( Thar^ is epiftblary fublimlty, 
iAiagnlfiicently drefl^d in the refplendent 
robe of poetry ? And do ypti think, you 
poor, creeping, loufy Jack, fit only td 
write wretched prefcrietters' to Pivinity 

Doftor&i 


i 


Do&ors; do you thmk, th«t w!ion I anif 

gone^ the ' ftoyail Acidemy will chotxfe 

you in preference to thisibfavavokintecr^.^ 

to fucceedmc in that Secuctafyihip ? Low^^ 

et your pretenfions, yoii'dull Mn John 

Bttwie> atld^diffnifs all your hopes at the 

fight of fo» formidable a Concurrent, of^ 

a Canc^date ^ of fuch t^i^ihle abilities aodb 

cKpectatbnJ Not a doit would i give you' 

for your* chatkce, (-whan I am dead cTiib^ 

cially) as it it a moft notorious fact^ that 

Sir Jofliiod Reynolds, Sici William Chaisi'^ 

hers/ Mr. Weft, Mr. Peters, Mr, Cofway,-^ 

Mr. Wiltoii, and every other Academician^. 

kift&ad of endeavouring to add new hen 

nours to their country by taking indcfe-^ 

tigahle pain^ to raife . the Hne arts to tibo 

higheft pinnacle, have thought of nothings 

elfe, ever ;fince the inHitution of tbeiir 

body, butt to encourage defamation and 

tolondroncry to the ntmoft of their poWf-i 

ers : and whatever Mr. Bowk's merits 

may be both -ways, toy Pind«r Will bo 

the man^ that ihali carry ail their vote^^ 

fpr that Secnetarylhip tieowie contradicOttim. 

4 , But' 
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But what is tfcat other mfortnation yotx: 
impart me, that the Spanifh. adjective 
BritSnieo ought to be written dad pro- 
nounced with an e^ Brei&nicoj inftead of 
an /, Brii&nicc^ /becaufe it comes from the 
Spanifh fubftantive;Br^/fl»tf ? 1$ y^ur Si^r*-: 
r«Ao empty already, Mr. Bowie, or is 
this another of your witty jokes ? Yet, : 
you look as fbber and as grave^.aid mar-, 
motte ; therefore I muft infer, that you 
are neither druii^, nor in a droll faumour;? 
and it is incumbent upon me to inform 
you in my turn, that your Etymologipon,. 
^s your ill luck would have it, is of a 
ijmtimis edition, and you muft get ano- 
ther, the fooner the better. To convince 
you of it, Mr. Jack Linguift^ I give you 
notice, that the^ Italians {zy.JBntanmco^ 
t«it Bretanmco^* though this adjective is 
lineally defcended from their ftibftantivc 
Bretagna : that the French fay Britannique^ 
n6t Bre/armiquey though this adjective de* 
rives its pedigree from their fubftantive 
Bretagne ; and that the Spaniard^ fay 5r/- 
tJmco, ^ not Breiamco, though ztl adjective 
'^ . . ;* lawfully 


< 

lawfully born of their fubftantive BreUma. 
Who the deuce, Mr. Bowie, ever told 
you, that the mouth of Madam Etymo- 
logy is no more a pretty mouth, if th^ 
very \eaft of its teeth hapj^ns to be fonic- 
what loofened in the gum? Don't you 
you. know, miraculous Hifpamft, that the 
Spaniards do not think they break the 
nofe of that fame Madam. Etymology, 
when they fay Ca/lellano^ with an ^, though 
that adjective of theirs be the eldeft fon of 
their fubftantive CaJiiUavfith an // Bum 
the treaty, wherein you found your ridi* 
culous Bretamc(>^ Mr. Bowie, or make a 
prefent of it to fome.Brother^Pedant, if 
you choofe not to burn it, and kick out 
of your library your AldreteSy your Cwar^ 
ruviai^ .. your Ndrixas, and your Ribade-^ 
netVas, if they teach you no better Spaniih 
than that comes to ! 

. . But,^ huih ! Who comes here now to 
interrupt us ? Pray, don't ftir as yet, 
dear Tolotidron; for it is only my old 
^ftationer, Mr. Inkbottle. . i j 


. « 




jyhort 


jAJhati BiaitguB iet^on Mr. MafiU tk 
Stationer^ and iiis Cufiamr^ 

X^m. TknHrpr^ I icofm toy^u m u very wi*^ 
Jyim-ani. 

Ciusr . What is djje nmtstety xdd Jriend'? 
iiTiatkxs iafjfmedf 

hstK. ^mabejhdr^irf'tbeimitur^ fir^ Jjert 
Jl^aiie brtugbtyou^mr Genfkmdh^s Magsemes^ 
M'pihifA y(m an mofi fri^^l^ wui 1 

am ^ttriify forry for ^. 

. fCvsT. ^B/ba^i Is that mU^ Never ^mnd 
. ^{uit, Mi\ ,inihatk. flat is a ttrMj whia^has 
bempbyedimtmnyihnesin n^ltfi : ynt Ia$n 
^itijalhe mdviveili ani noising vefy frigktfut 
ican ie faid :tf me tam^ thiit 1 hnkl^ i^ 
JtnMlmg^tbefe^jhe or fix years. 

Ikt^ Jfyj ^ grmv fat if htty mafier'\ 
4ttit I ^apprehend 4lxfe ftmr 'GmtknmiCs Maga^ 
rtmesivillymie yauJcanu^ia^ Mr J am nmeb 
mtftaken. 

; Oust, f'hat^ imdeed^ may bt, as I am apt 
ja iakefuch thmgr wry^mucb ctt bean. Myvu-^ 
. iezsery leave the Magazmes bere^.omi 'fyou^ iwar 
of more in the following. motiths^ .ibat abufe mi^ 
kt me bave tbem ail. - 
^ . . [Exit Mbottle, crojjing bimfelf. 
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Now, Mr. Bowie — ^But where is he ? 
Up^b my W6rd hfe his gWen tne we -Slip, 
while I was talking to, the ftationer ! No 
matter. It is now late, and I atn fure I 
fhall fee hirn to-morrow ^arly^ and fo, 
my reader^ I wifhyoo aU well hojne. 
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TOLON- 


T O L O N D RON, 

SPEECH THE FIFTH. 

Nunquamfcivt/ii quid fit vergogna^ Gcqoffe : 
Coprit brutturas mafiara huBdjuas. 

^uanJ$ tuos meditw mores^ incagQ bagajps^ 
FiTgognam penitus qua buttavere viam. 

Dens tibifi caderet quoties mendacia profers^ 
Jam tua non pojjii pane ganajjafrui. 

Merlinus Cocaias. 


"l^OU, Mr. John Bowie, who have I 
JL know not how* many porringers of 
milk (probably affcs milk) mixed with 
your bloody were greatly concerned lafl: 
night to fee the old Stationer fo grieved^ 
as hardly able to fupprefs his groans and 
his fobs, which was your reafon for fneak- 
ing awsjy, left you ihould be brought 
to weep by way of company : and indeed, 
^is talia fando temperet a lacrymis ? Alas! 
alas ! Did you ever fee fo doleful 
dejected an aipect in all your born days, 
as that of my good friend Mr, Inkbottle i 
Never, I am furc ! 


. /A) \i) 


Let 
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' Let Hit ftow bform you, inilky Sir^ 
of what the fmr Magazines contain, ihat ^ 
ybii may kiiow the quadruple n)btive the 
good man had for being fo tehdtrly 
afiected, as he was on my account, who 
have been thefe nine and twenty years 
his conftant cuftomer for peti^, ink, paper^ 
wafers, and almanacks, hefi^es having 
been godfather to his daughter Peggy, 
lately married to an eminent bookbinder 
in Ave^Mary-lane. Sit you dowii in this 
eafy chair, my milky Tolondroni and, 
as you have had, ever • (ince you were 
but a fcrubby boy, a moft. uncommon 
longing- after odd and furprifing ftories, 
collect all » the rays of your attention in a 
narrow focus, that you may not lofe a 
iitigle fyUable of that, which I am going 
to tell ; n'or^do you ftir an inch from your 

feat, until I have done, if you will oblige 

• • • • . • .« 

me« ' 

You muft thea know, dear Tolondron, 

that in thofe fmr Magaxmes brought me 

by the Stationer, there ace four Letters^ 

one in each, written^ by yo«r Authon^ with 

- ' I whom 


vfUv^ I KfaUjT believe JOH to be a$ un« 
0OQQecte4« 39 bnoomilicks ^re frQm broc^na, 
though tt may ^ true, th$x a broom Q9n 
be a biDom, evea wjben connected iS^itb 
the broomftick. 

What ia moft aftoai0iing in |his i^ 
guiar ai{air is^ that each of theyMr 44i^rf » 
thus uncxHUiected iHth each ofther* ha9 
4irected hk own letter to the weU^nqwa 
A&*» Urbm: and as a iecoo4 a^cideat 
would have ity each of the four h*a chofen 
iQe £oT the chief tojnc of his apijaoadver- 
iion : and, accident upon accidents or 
wonder upon wonder ( the ilyle of each 
of the fmr Jitters bears fuch a £suxuly'- 
likenefs^ in point of bad Engliih and good 
Bonfenfe^ to the Uttmr you wrote the 
Divinity*I>Dctor» that one would fwear 
the four gentiemm and jfou were all born 
aft a litter. 

I ihould not, milky Jobo, adhere ftrictly 
to truth, were I to fay» that thoie f<iur 
letters run in a pane^rical Ar^n. z^ their 
Authors feem to delight nQ better tban 
your milky &lf» in penning panegyrics 

upon 


upon mfh, 1^^ bow ^?^ I help that. Mr* 
John Bowie ? How can I, as the Spani(h 
proverb has it, turn ft mule^s head to my 
neighbour's ftable^ tf the ftubbom beaft 
will come to mipe? 

To kofij^.you m longer ift furpenfcp 
Vwill C9py here for your perufal tbofe- 
foW l^Urs^ paragraph »fter paragraph^ 
that you m^y Judge (if I may fo call them) 
of t;he pretty rafcalitics they coutaiu : 
and I bf g of you to help E>e, if you are 
9t kifure to decide^ whether or no» they 
were the genuine produdlions of four 
different Jacks, or of one Jack only, aft 
Dodors flill differ in fettling this knotty 
point of critictfm, which, I am afraid^ 
will require a long and trouMefome inda- 
gatio]):, before it Is^ aii^uiled to the mutual 
and C^li ac<}ufefcenco of che'^ contend^ 
kig parties/ Let us then begin with the 
^rk letter, which is iubfcribed i^j/f^ 


Iz GEN- 
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GENTLEMAN'S MACAZIME/ 
Jdy 1785. p. 497. 

T E X t. 

." MR. URBAN J if it is reckoned among^ 
•* Doftor Johnfon^s foibles, that he be- 
♦• came apologift for two culprits arraigned 
** for atrocious genets at the bar of juttice ; 
*^ that is Savage and Baretti, perhaps his 
♦* friends will not allow, that thefe under^ 
•' takings (hould be imputed to him as 
" blemilhes in his charafter, but rather'. 
** confidercd as the mere efFedls of hu- 
** manity. 

REMARK. 

By this elegaftt, perfpicuous, and long- 
winded period it appears^ that this ^s^tjt 
wants to traduce the great Doftor John- 
fon's 'memory: and to bring fo good % 
purpofe about, he. begpns his i^ndertaJdng 
with the moft notorious falfehood, that 
the Doctor engc^ed in the undertakh^, of 
apologizing for two culprits, neither of 
wJ\om jiad ever a word, of apology from 

him. 


[i»7 

htm. Who, but a Tolondron, ix^ants to- 
be told^ that Savage was cq^ and pardoned^ 
not in confequence of any apology, but 
out of mere Royal Mercy ? And as to the 
other culprit; he was honmrdly actpitted : 
of courfe, in no need of an apology, as a 
free difmiflion frbra the bar is a much better 
apology, than any Doctdr cotild make. I tell 
it you as a fact, Mr. Querifti that Baretti 
was acquitted : and I will take my oath 
Of it, for I was prefejit at the trial myfelf 
in propria perfona. But tell me, Mafter, 
why do you call the* two unfortunate 
gentlemen hy the opprobrious appellation 
of culprits f Have you too a porringer of 
afles-milk circulating in your body ? And 
why do you term Baretti's accidental tnif- 
fortune an atrocious offence^ when you know, 
that, after a trial of fix hours, an ^nglifh 
Jury found he had committed no offence 

at all? 

TEXT. 
** BUT let us confider the chrcum/iances 
^* under which the Doctor is Juppofed to 
^* have compofed the ihort fpcech, which 

I 3 •* Savage 




\ 
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* -Savage fp^b bteforb feiitehcc "v^rii pzHtii- 
*' ■ttpoh htm. •' • ■ . ' 

R IE M A Jl X. 

. Dear Qjwrijd, what have, you donc^ 
with tlxe circunj/lancfs the Doctor was^«* 
pfcd (I know act by wboiaa)./<? be under j 
wbiQh circumftances I was /^ co^Hder f l 
have ;Tcad, and read again^ this letter 
Of.ypiirs from top to bottom,' and a plaguy 

on the circum/iances 1 can find in it] You 

„■•» ▼»• »., ^ • 

had drank top much porter, when you 
folded your letter for Mr. Urbafi ; and 
Dot knowing wh$it you were about, forgot 
to encloie the circumftances in it« Pray 
fail not to fend them in a foberer hour, 
because t want to confidef them atteiHivelyr 
But who was the vile fellow that told yo\| 
of the Doctor having cpmpofed a fpeech 
for Salvage ? Kick the rafcal^ that told i| 
you ; for he told you a fliameful lie, as 

fure as your name is Jc^n. 

<» 

*r E X T. 

" Yt need not be mentioned what he 
V^ has ofiered iit the lift he wrote <)f that 

I M unhappy 


^ufAtiffs/ "*^ inttdeiniition of hb guUt I 

REMARK. 

Ufihappy manp znd atnems culprit, dom^t 
agree very well : Yet we will let this pafs 
Without obferva^ion. But, milky Qucrift, 
read pver agaih the Life df Savage, and you 
wiU find, that the Doctor had not ^ereJ in 
it a fingie iyllable i» extemation of Savagels 
ipiilt. All that could be offeredy was offered 
at the trialj aixd ofiered In vain ; for he 
was cq/i :- and the Doctor related the 
cffered extetmationt with no Boi^lean malice, 
but with hi( never 4werving veracity, 

TEX T/ 

^'Mankind will judge very differently 
*' in his cafe ; and the Doctor had no 
^* rij^bt to pafs the judgment be has done 
^* upon the event of Savage's trial. 

R E M A R K- 

What nonfenfe is thi^ ? Vf\i^t judgment 
kas the Doctor paft^ or not paft, upon 
that trial ? Drink lefs porier, friend, if 
yow will judge 'ij/'wA^/ mankind will judge, 

I 4 TEXT. 
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TEXT. 

' •* Savage- himfelf fays, ■ that hiV pfeftC^ 
«* was a C45i^4^»etf of Tcafen, snd a fud-* 

. :' Kr E M A % K. ' 

How does .this ingenuous confeffion, 
^ade by Savage, on Ijis tr^alV any way in- 
yaUdatc any thing advanced by his biogra- 
pher ? 

T E % T. 

*^ Dr. Johnfpn faid, that Savage always 
^' denied his being druijk, as had been ge- 
** nerall^ reportpd. 

R E M A R K; 
The Doftbr reported what Savage faid. 
Was be to fay, that, whatever Savage 
might lay, Savage was certainly dninfc ? 

T E X T. - 

** How is this confiftent with the cafiial 
** abjence. ofreafan^ which Savage niientioned 
** at his trial, as an apology for his conduft." 

REMARK. 

If I comprehend well thij5 bad Englifh, 

Mr. ^uerjjji means, th^t th?re is a manifeft 

contradidlion in Savage*s two affertions, 

that he wa^ nof drunk when the fray happen-f 

94, 
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' " * ' * • * *_ ^ 

rf nafm. Yelj, ;dq«s bis j ToloDdronflup 

think, that no body, but when drunks can 

^ « . '^ " 

have an abfeftce pf re^on ? - The frigid vil- 
lamy of this letter aknoib tempts^ me to 
think, that ^r^ was not. 4run^ whenilvi 
writ it : ;yet, : is^ jit not qmte evident, that,, 
when he wyit it, though he naaj have beea 

fc^er, his reafoa was not at home ? But 

• ^. .. . ,^ 

what has Savage done to. ^oriji^ that^ ^e 
falls fo hard upon the poor man's memo- 
ry ? Savage wrote no marginal notes on Hon 
^rxoUj a? far as we caa jud|;e by his L^e : 
fihcirefore ^uerift mighj: as well have for- 
borne abuiing a poor fellow, who has now 
been jijany ye?rs in his grave. Simple- 
ton? ! you do not fee the cloven foot of Old 
il^ick j All this wicked npnfenfe about Sa- 
vage, isbyt duft Nicky throws in^our eyes, 
that you niay not perceive his drift, ^ueri/i 
wants to impeach Dodor Johpfon's good- 
nefs and wifdo'm ; well knowing, that one, 
who was a friend to that wife and good 
ipan, will never be thought wicked and 
fpolifli, whatever ^rj^ n^ay fay : therefore 
. : fays 


Jtii 

hysS^mi/fi let me firft ^e^oif Jdhn/k ; an^ 
I w^rantybii-, that I ibaMicxki annihilate 
BefettL Ndt a fig do I catfe ahout Savage* 
ottitifiues 9liuiri/i : but l^ly irur^mal .Oma* 
UAorl <yti\ ifl ceroid but fee Mm ^\fi \ 
If I could btit cut off frtfm hi» bddf <me 
^Utid 6f flbih, aad «at it raw I -^at t 

dHicioas meal thit would ^t&tt I 

*• What Dr. Johnfon faid.in bchairof 
*' Barettl, as it was taken down at his trial, 
'* is as follows.** 

* • * 

* T>r. yrJ^n/on. I believe I began to be 

* ac(}uainted with Mr. Baretti about H^t 

* year I753f oV 54* I haVe been ititimat^ 

* with himi He is a maii of literature, j^ 
^ very ftudlous man, a man of great dili- 

* gence^ He gets his living by ftudy. t 
' have no reafon to think he ever was dif^ 

' * ■ 

* ordered with liquor in his Jif?. 1 n^vcr 

* knew him to be ptherwife, than . peice- 
^ able, and J take hini tp be rather timo^ 


^TOUS* 


* 

.* ^ Was he jiddiSed to pick up wotnen 
^ in the ftreets } 


C"i, 


» , • 


^Z>. y^ I never Imew ]th*t he was^ 

^ * JDr. 3^. He dcifcs not ^ tfic wow, nor 
^ do J iec Mrii; I do not believe be <xm\a 
"bteicJrJwible'bf aflktilting ahy body in the 
* fttfeelr Wkhotrt great* JwwiKiatkm.* 

REMARK. 

• $ 

If honeft ^jferlfi had dared, he WOtild 
here haveitnpeached the Doftor s veracity 
abdtlt the charafter he gave me in the above 
^epofition : but fearing Mn Urbah might 
fmtll a i^t, and rge6l his anonymovis let* 
jter» isa {ilece fbmewhat too raically for 
pubHcattdn, this js the wa;y he goes td ' 
tvork. 

TEXT. 

* 

^* Obferye* The acctifation Was, that 
^ Baretti had murdered a man by ftabbing 
•* him ; aqd Jt was ii> eyidcncfc, that he 
^^ had ftabjbed two mep^pnepf whom died 
*' of his wounds*** 

REMARK. 
So far, fo^good! The period is very 
fweet s^id ))armomQus tp ^r. Bowie's ear. 

TEXT. 


lA 


/ 


T E X T. ' 

** What fays Dr. Johnfon io his4cfencc ? 
f* Mn,Baretti» fays he, is a npan of letters^ 
^* and a'ftudious man. ' He never pick$ up 
^J proftitutes in the ftreet, that I know of. 
*^ He is ihprt-fighted^ and fo am l; and, 
•* I believe, would not aflault a man with- 
^* out provocation." 

REMARK. : 

What could the Dodor fay^ befides 
this ? He was not there as my. advocate ; 
but, along with feveral other gentlepien of 
the higheft diftinifb'on in this nation, l^c 
came there to depofe to my general cha- 
racter and way of life. He faid upon oath 
what he knew of me. So did five or fix of 
thofe gentleman, who{e . friendihip I had 
had the good fortune to merit by my good 
behaviour, not byiny power, or my riches, 
as I was then poor and powerlefs, juft as I 
am now. Some of them, namely, the 
Honourable Mr. Topbam Beauclerk and Mr. 
Garrick, with 'whom J^ had lived in inti- 
macy long before I Taw them at Ve- 
nice, faid what they had feen and heard c£ 

mo 


I"5 

T !• T "' » ' 

me there, and itf othfer parts of^taly. Only . 
five or fix of them were queftioned about 
me, and twice as many would have (poken 
in my favour, if the Court had not thought 
the five or fix quite fufficient. Why doc^ 
^ter^ omit the depofitions of thofe five or 
fix, and faften fingly on the Doftor's? 
The milky man knows why. So many 
favourable teftimonials prefented too large 
and too thick a fronts for him to force his^ 
way through* Let us fee what an expe- 
dient the pretty Rogue has recourfe to, in 
order to invalidate the only one he pitched 
upon • 

TEXT. 

** This (depofition of the Doftor) puts 

* me in mind of the Dutch Printer's de- 
^ fence in anfwer to Milton's accufatipns. 

* You ate a crafty knave, fay 8 Milton. But, 

* fays the Printer, lam a good arithmeti- 
^ cian. You fled from your creditors, fay6^ 
^ Milton, for debt. But, fays the Printer, 
^ I publifh tables of figns and tangents. 

REMARK. 


V 


» 


]^ofiA9nt^g«lli^p^4, oi»^(i^m bu^ 1^ ^ and ^ 
thirf fellf w oneei* h^j life hs|s (bfiwd Jmb** 
^1£ wlict/ : b^t d^ fmCa]i|vUc9tkm of him 
pretty ftwy Ja tbi&j>|fe*5«» r^wJera it a ijjim« 
piece of jnalieio\f» b9ffi)we{;jr 2 ^ddm^r 
ciou& b^oQBer)^ «lo^ fioi y»li^te ai^-« 
meQts» «rpecia% BoAV^jb^A wgvroiwits* th«<t 
^re neither in taraliptoitt s^r mfr^ff/mtrm* 
The Doctor W9& 9$u4 tibi$ plain ^ueftion t 
WhiU d« yw. hmrm ef tiat mm? Wai: he t/y 
give no anfw^> oc a Bowleaa one i -Wa» 
he to {ay, that he knew me but fup^ri': 
dally, having dined- with cpe but pivice by. 
great chance ? That he never would be 
intimate with me» becaufe he had found 
ttie to be totalfy ignorant of every thing ? 
That I had no cliligcncfe, no mchiftry, but 
in playing dogs' tricks to every body I 
could ? That I was a - notorious whore- 
monger and a bullyitrg Tom> whether in 
liquor^ Of in no liquor f Was he to fay, 
ihat, inftead of living by literature, I lived 
by flealing watches ? That I was fuch an 

uncon- 
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^nconfcientk>u% fcoundre)^ ^ ,to affirm thq 
moft iniquitoiLS^ lies of the living and of 

'the dead, nd blatter what their characters 
Were, or had feeen ? Was he to conclude, 
that, for all my pretending to be near- 
iighted, I had fuch a telefcopic eye, that 
I could fee a jbrother*rogufe at a leaguers 
diftance ? M^^r Qgcrift was not yet an . 
£ditor when I was tried* Woe t« me^ if 
he had been, and my life had depended 4>n . 
hi^ fij^gle teftimonial ! 

TEXT. 

** When his defence of Baretti was' 
" mentioned to Doctor Johnfon, the Doc? 
" tor replied, / was oat ahme in thai affair, 

REMARK. 
No jnaorc he wa$, you Uafphemous vil- 
lain t How dare you, by thi^ helliiK in« 
nui6(i<i6 tsai^ a Doctor Johnfon charge 
hi^fe^f with w^ Qf veracity and wilful 
perjury, and in the fame breath acc]9^. 
pf the fame cnmes, half a, dozen of the 
moft refpedtable men in this land ? Was 
ever fuch an Ourang-Outang among us ? 

text/ 
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t E X . r.' • • 

" It was artfwercd ; . Ypu^t; conduct wsfi . 
•* no better for that circymftance,. \inlc& 
you would have been .guided by your 
fellow* depouents m every ^ thing clfe. 

R E MAR K^ 

This text is artificially dark, as the 
wicked Querift does not dare to fpeak 
quite intelligibly* Let us throw fomc 
light upon it, and give the meaning of it. 
You, Doctor, had no good conduff^ fays 
Querift, when you followed the dictates 
of your own confcience, and gave Baretti 
a good character, as fome other gentlcf . 
men had done* You ought to have fided 
and agreed with thofe rogues, that aflerted 
Baretti had affaulted their gang, whom 
you were to coilfider as your iruefeUow^ 
deponents. This is Bowlean doctrine : but 
is it good doctrine ? I am of opinion it id^ 
not. 

TEXT. • ' 

^* But Doptor Johnfon^s commiferation 
'* for unhappy criminals was remarkable. " 

REMARK. 
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,, R 'S M A H K. 

It was out of iofhmifefation to be fure, 
that th6 Dodtpr did Hot join his teftimonial 
to that of his truefeUow^deponents^ as Que- 
rifl would hive done without the leaft 
hefitatign, having no notion of commife- 
rating writers of marginal notes, that, 
right or wrong, opght all to be hanged. 
Pretty Bowlean doctrine, fay I again. 

TEXT. 

** And, as Poctor Johnfon had fuccefs 
in his operations on Savage's account, 
perhaps he might think, that a little 

** of his benevolence might fave Doctor 

•• Dodd. 

REMARK. 

Here i^ another innuendo on Doctor 
Johnfon for cortimifcrating Doctor Dodd, 
in whofe favour he would have beeti 
willing to defeat the effects of juflicc, to 
Aew his benevolence, if it had been in his 
powen But what were Doctor Johnfbn*9 
Juccefsftd operatims in favour of Savage ? 
Did the Doctor fave him from the dread- 
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ful verdict ? Poor Queiift J He is ravbg, 
he i$ in a delirium of madnefsy whenever 
the marginal notes prefent themfelves ti» 
his perturbated knagination ! 

TEXT. 


*^ But the impunity of Savage and 
*^ Baretti was not fufficiently edifying to 
^ the Public in its (ionfequences, to au« 
^* thorife the feme indulgence to the un^ 
^* happy Divine." 

REMARK.' 

I fay it again, that the milky fellow 
is out of his fenfes. What need had 
BaFetti of any indulgence ; that is/ of hav- 
ing Royal Mercy extended to him, as it 
was to. Savage ? Baretti was honourably 
acquitted to your own indubitable know* 
ledge, you worthlefs QgarHlk^ What do 
you talk then, with regstrd: to him» of 
Royal Mercy extended to hitia ta the great 
fcandal of the Public ? ^, you Criminal ! 
You Culprit! Did yw wA blot Dont 
Quixote's margins? And i^ n^t that 
blotting^'ten thousand times motie atrwios^^ 
i * than 
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tfiaii tfiurcfei:' sM forgery ^ What bafiftdft" 
half ydu to" teicJi-your pliplfe" hov^ to 
15^11' ^p^lfli the rigit, wdy ? T& let them 
l?i»y#V th'aff I aA a TolbhVl'fon'? 

; "Irhy rda^fei* is ft6w- aft liberty to make 
ftftrtheil r^rtikrlcSf oh this fine' Liettftr'to Mr. , 
tTrbad," aiid t'b j^'d^ Mertiei' oi" not the 
aui?aiig-butang?i ikm is M go to Sir 
Affitbh's' MuKfe'imii ib cafe Old Nibk does 
fibt iiiterf(^re.- V^Katever be the Reader** 
opinion 6h flils head, I will here tell a 
fetod aiifecdo^e af D'o£for Johhfeh, to Cor- 
roborate the Ourang-Outang's aflertion, 
that the Dbaor \^ouM kave faved Dodd, 
if It hUd b^i^n'ih his fole ^ow^r Co to do. 

•Doctor Tohiifdn,' as it is well known; 
Wzi- earneftly fblicited by poor Dodd to 
Writ?fe z pfetiri6n for him to the Kinff ; and 
ifmi^litii With' the folicitlatibnV « Bbing in 
a^ifatir-Vlf^tV Wi"^h mni^^ I begged of hiiri 
tb'rfepteat rhat ^btition to me, as"! knew he 
Ccrtild^and^/^/ir^iw, repeat any thing, that 
he had mice written iti good earneft. He 
did ; and, though that was not one of his 
higheft performances, he fpoke it in fuch 
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a tonej that my eyes gl^Aened : and (q 
would have the Reader^Sj, had he been 
by; But, laid I, ^.that wanted to know 
his real fentiments about evej^' thiog) 
were you called to advife the king in this 
particular cafe, would you advife him to 
extend his mercy to Dodd ? iSfe, w, rer 
plied the Doctor haftily^ but foleninly* 
jIs a prhaie man it is certainly my dutytf 
bewail the fituation of a Jelhw-creature Jud-^ 
denly plunged in the gulph of wretchednefs ; mr 
do I think I aSl amifsby doing the little I can 
to help him out of it. But a king's advifer 
nufft tell bim^ that if he pardons Doddy the^ 
hanging of the Perreaus was nothing but a 
double murder.^' This is the account Ixan 
giveof Doctor Johnfon s commiferation to 
poor culprits, and particular benevolence to 
the unhappy Divine* If it does not cjuit^ 
fquare with the notions of Querift, *tisjiot 
my fault. — But it grows late, and here is 
anothfer milky rogue, called Anti-Janus^ 
with another milky letter in his hand^ 
that runs as follows » 


OEN- 
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GENTLEMAN *S MAGAZINE, 
^ugu/i 1785. p. 68q. 

TEXT, 

** MR. URBAN, as ypu have mer^- 
** tioned Doctor Johnfon's partiality to 
** Mn Baretti ; give me leave to obfcrve, 
^* that Mr. Baretti is unworthy of any 
^* partiality from Briton^. 

REMARK. 

Give me leave to obferve too, that this 
fecond Bowlean letter begins with a lie. 
Mr. Urban never mentioned Doctor John- 
fon's partiality to any body. It was 
^erifty alias j^nti-jfanus himfelf, that men^ 
iioned it to Mr. Urban ; arid Mr, Urian, 
that is, MeJJieurs Nichols and Henry^ having 
given but a hafty glance to QueriftVvile 
ietter,on account of their multifa^rious bufi- 
nefs, which keeps them both in an inceffant 
hurcy, fent it haftily up to their compofi- 
tor. I am quite confident, that far from 
writifig themfelves fuch a rafcally piece 
pf nonfenfe, as they are here pharged by 
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this Anti- Janus yv\th ijay^P^ J^one^ they 
both would vehemently refeht the outrage 
of having it attributed to ,tfjygm, now, that 
, I have explained it, and made that wicked 
nonfenfe auite intelligi^p. They {zyr the 
name of'Doftor Jphnlbn f«yer^l times 
repeated in it : a name that every JEnglifli^ 
'man reveres, and will hear with eyults^tioh 
for ages to come : and Jiavioff but feldom 
reafon to fear fly* tricks from deceitful 
correfpondents, made room for it in theijc 
Magazbe. That this wgs tjjie pafe, I do 
;iQt dqubt in the leaft, bfecaufc, b?yi>^g had 
in my days many deaiiogg jyijth Prirjtejrs 
of periodical -publiaations, am fylly cpA* 
fcious, that they often have confiderable 
.quantities of crabbed maaufcripts tp perr 
ufe, when they have but little tirn^ tp 

fpare ; and T remember befi4es, that Mr, 

. • .' ' * ' ' 

Ed. Cave, the jirft inftitu^pr of fhe Gen.- 
tleman'5 Magaj^ine, ^yhQfe firiendj^ip J 
enjoyed the laft three or four years of Jils 
life, was himftlf now and then fvibjefl tp 
fuch accidents. Inftead therieforo pf ^x- 
. poftulating with Meflr§. NichpJ? ,n\^ 
I Henry 
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Henry about the mfertion of that wicked 
letter in their, work, I will only warn 
them to be more and more upon their 
guard for -the future againft the fpecious 
knavery of cori^fpondents, with whofe 
hand-writing th^ are not well acquainted, 
Jeft, iffiftead of promoting the caufe of virr 
tue and Ut^raturet they aiQf): the purpofes of 
]7(^alig«)ty and defatnation : and» wifliing 
the Gentleman's Magaaune a long conti* 
nuatioa of the fuccefs it has long deierved, 
I will tura to my new friend Anti-Janu5^ 
who g0e% on glibly with his witty ftpry. 

T* E X T. 
** Fch:, though in his Englifli publicar 
^^ tions Mr. Baretti fpeaks of England and 
^* of £ngliflimen with that great regard, 
^* which he, who ha3 been fo well received 
** among us, ought; yet when he returned 
^* to his native country, he publilhed, a 
f* number of Familiar Letters addreffed to 
** his two ^nthinsj wherein he fays, that 
^* LondcHi is the fink of Europe, that the 
^f common proftitutes are children of ten 
^? years of age, and that on Sundays mon 
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** are placed' at the corners of the ftreets^ 
** to hurry to jail all kind of difordprly 
^* people* 

REMARK, 
Bravo, Jack Anti- Janus 1 I did pot ex- 
. peft you had wit enough to croud (6 many 
lies in fo narrow a fpace^ as the laft lines • 
of your paragraph ! This confirms my 
opinion, that Querift, Anti- Janus, and Mr. 
Editor, are fo incorporated together, as 
to. make but ^ one Cerberus ^tween the 
three. But as Cerberus has been fo kind^ 
as not to quote from my brotherly Letters 
any paflage to back his affertions, I niuil . 
be excufed, if I do the fame, and leave 
to him the onm proband!, as he h the fole 
accufer of Mr. Baretti, not I. As to me, 
that am not willing to turn informer a- 
gainft Mr, Bar^tti, and would rathei: do 
him good, than harm, I will only take 
upon myfelf the onf(S obfervandi: that if Mr. 
Barttti had beei]^ fo gigantically foolifh, as 

, ' » * 

to print, either in Italian, or in the Mbno- 
rootapa-Tongue, what this triple Jack 
would make folks believe, no Italian, from 

the 
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the Pope down to the St. Marino's cob- 
blersi but what would' have thought Mr. 
Baijetti as mad as a March-hare; and 
many Englifh Reviewer befides, when he 
came back, would have made him dance 
A brifk horn-pipe, maugre his plaguy gout; 
and the gravity of his age. Cerberus thinks; 
that he has biit to fpeak, to be prefently 
believed, and that no man in England un- 
derftands Italian, except himfelf. Is not 
that the cafe^ Monfieur Cerberus ? 

T E X T, 

*? It is iSbme years fince I read thofe Let-^ 
" ters, apd therefore do not remember many 
^.' particulars i but, upon the whole, lih 
" aver^ that he has feprefented England, 
^f not as it is, but as he xwiflied it to be. 

REM A R K. 
And fo,'you do aver ^^ But whatfigm* 
fies your bverring? You will avfr ^\J 
thiHg tp do me good : that I know. Un- 
der the fignature of Querift, you have avfr^^ 
red, that. I have been guilty of atropious 
offences : you have averred, th^t I owe my 
iife to Dr. Johnfon's ajpologies, and to the 

iiiduln 
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imdy Igence^ I know not of i;vlioii|. Yon 
^ajre mj^red^ that the fame Do^r 
J[o^afpQ charged hioafelf aad others with 
;wa9t of veracity^ and decland himielf 
guilty of perjury to hoot Pretty overran 
ffotlf theie ! Under yoyr own fignatuM 
yofu have 4Vcrf^^d, that I (boi^e watches : you 
li^e awtrnJ, that I was a defmmer^ a {a^ 
vage^ an ignorant wicked fellow^ etcetera^ 
ftqet^ra : aii)4» what is worfe than all^ you 
]iave reppatedly averred^ that your £ditioa 
9nd Comment would prove fuch luminous 
li:iminaries, as fhould dazzle Engliflimen's 
eyes^ and Spaniards iinderilandipgs* Fihaw{ 
livhat is there, that you would not ^fwr^ 
when feized by the fit of'averrif^ f For- 
bear averring^ good Jack, as, were you to 

aver till doom's day, no body, put of thf 

'/ ■ , ■■ 

Tolondjronic circle, will ever credit your 
averratiom. You aoer here, that you have 
not read for fome years my Italian Letters \ 
hvLt I aver ^ that you have quoted a pa0ag§ 
put of them, the very paffage, by mean$ 
whereof you would prove, that I know not 
a jot of Portuguefe. ^ fweet fellow you 

for 
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for averrif^ I What, if I Ihould alfo aver^ 
fhax you wJ)Uld : qqI: ii^y<s iheddled imnh 
-Qon'Omx^te^) hiit il^at ^^ou ire the gre^te£|: 
TolondroQ alive ! 

' ^* It was 'bbsvever in this fink of Europe, 
!" where he ftabbed a man to death* and 
*' where he was tried arid acquitted for 

f* murder. • 

"r em a r «. . 

How gleeful ypu look., n^y dear m^n of 
milk, when you harp on the firing of ftab- 
bing and rjiurdering ! It feems, as ifyoij 
delighted in np other mufic* Would you 
not be inor^ pleafed to hear of fome more 
ftabs and riiurders, than a duo between 
gignpr Babipi and Madam Mira ? Strange^ 
tafte! I fufped hovyever, that the words and 
acquitted in your harmonious period, were 
^oifted ijito jit hy Mr. Urban's comppfi- 
tor, who did not think it round enough 
witi^out that kind interpolatioUt But did 
teapot make tjie period abfurd by his 
kind interpolation ? Did he not give your 

reader 
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reader a pinch of fnuffy that he might not 
be ofiended by the ftink of your other 
words ? 

TEXT. 
'* Mr. . Baretti is an adept at a tranfla-f 
^' tion» and it is wi(he4 he will favour the 
public with a tranflation of his FamUiaf 
Letters^ wherein he gives his real opinibx^ 
of ^nglajid and of Englifh'mea.*' 

R E ]Vf A R If. 

This is another innuendo clever enough : 

- |>ut it will, not do neither, as Mr. John 

Bowie has told us (which we fhall fee in 

a following letter to Mr. Urban) as how 

. that work of mine has already been trat^ted 

fnto Ef^Ij/b, and h?s alfp qpofed a pM^agc 

out of it in his own letter to the Divinity 

Dodtor. What need then of a new tran- 

•i 

flation, by which I (hould get juft as piuch, 
p he got by his editipp of Don Quixote f 
^ ' We (hall fee in the next {peech what th^ 
Other two correfpbndents of tj^e \yqrthy 
Mr. Urban have to f^y of me an4 of Mr, 

• ^ ♦ 

Sowle. 

TOLONrr 
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2^1 lirrini unafiritOj • 
PretaMSy, hat la gran t^lia / , , 
' Jl/42 la f andra fatUta^ 
Povera e pazza CogUa^ 
•CbiHuUaJatdifcherma^ ' v, ^' 
£ ? ^tfi A7 mano infertna. 

•' ' •' Pcppe TitrdwL 


• « 
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y&x what, Mr. John ^Bowle 1 I 
begin t6 be iitk of talking do tiief6 
Jcomrades of yours^ ^ad of anfwerii^g th6 
lionfenfical and infamous fal^hood 8 tkey 
tlo avfr. . Nevcrtheleft, that I tavf inot,' ti 
the faying is, leave my peacock Without i 
taiUiand as it is' a fhancie not t6 e;id What 
\% ivell begun, I Will endeavour to give 
fuch a reception to the two roaiaining fel^ 
lows, as they/ijaay never more have the 
infolence to knock at my door : .and Iwill 
then go ftraight to make my Comment 
upon your Comment, which, I know, is 

what 
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at you have ^eeti ionmg a^er^ for thi^ 
cK paft, "a^ i^ the eritire feEppmefs' of 


what^ o *, 

w^k paft, 'zs i^ the*^ eiitire KEppl 
your futvire life depended folely upon it; 
Step therffolr^i^'liftK afiJt&e^raaynot 
be interrupted in the difpatching of this 
iU-looking cur/ &ktjm'ti^ hzard Zed. 

DidyoueVfeiHft^lliA'a^vteft^o'Usphiz in 
all your life? 

GENTLEM'AN*^ MfeA^INE. 
S^temdiri 1785, p; 675. 

T E X T- 
] ** in dxJjcteJatiWi irf DoaorvjJdI»ao£8s 

•* it niay be^ urged/ thaty thougk he had 
*' bccii loiig ^cjuaitttcd \^tb tibefecond; 
** be i^vSt not .di&Qvfcr' Ae mad tiH vcr^ 
** late. It is^ well known tb feveral of hb 
^^ friends^, that^ iav morethan the lafbtHif'^ 
f^^ teenr^months of hl^ Hfl^ «all hitetcatirfc 
^* wkb them was at art cnid;* and a «* 
'^'-new^ diongh fbiicitedpwas rejodredod 
*J th6 part of die Doaort' t . 
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REM A R H. 

HdftfvW'have a third withefs witk fttiw 
HI hi8 llK)es5 v/ho eoOiei to inform ydur 
honouti his ntiint IS' hgf&ard 2ied I titathe 
knehvd ftiU as well as brother Querift, that 
DoSor Jbhttfon ha4 foiblfes refpt^h^ two 
Cid^is ; wd that the Vto^kor wa'^ befides 
fuch a TolondroD^ as not to difcovcr dtir- 
Ing tHitty years and more, the true cha* 
raftdr of a man, with whom he had lived 
m <hf cldiyi intiniacy. Strang* and in- 
fu^rabky that fiich unhallowed Jacks— 
g^ tl^tH' a fittemame^, indigdant reaxlcr ! 
*i-fiaob uwhaUoWed J*cks, as thefe ^^/^jr, 
j/fn^ytmufiiSj and hazard Zeds, ihould darc^ 
to' rtjkt their hides againft the momrtnent, 
whfefeift the venerabFe remains of a Sartxuiel 
Jehttfoh are depofited, and not a fekton or 
an . ofwfcor by, to cudgel them away to 
Chek fifthy manfioas I 

But/ (hairi ftoop far low, as tb confute 
that part- of the above pai'agraph, that 
regards thtfecmd of the Pof^ Ctdprhit' *»'No; 
«• ttoi [feys Mr;- John Efowle with a flut- 
tering voicci and half vtxed at this onfet} 

" left 
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left yoji go a little tdo far fot my ptif-' 
pofe! No, no, coafate it not for the 
•* love you bear me, as poor ][zzafd is not 
** lb bad as he looks : and at laft-, it %ni-» 
•• fies but little, to do away every mifrepre- 
•^ ientation and every rJaifcaUy lie, advanced 
" ky this, and that, ajad t'other ^^fiooymous 
** villain." 

So far, my good Mr. Bowleg yo)i reafon 
as right as any Plato, no doubt. Nev^r- 
thelcfs I will, by telling the right way that 
ftory, which you have told tl^e wrong 
way, affift your Tplondronfliip with what 
may be of fome ufe to you, when you 
come to write the life- of the fecond Culprit, 
which you are foon to fet about compilings 
for the fatisfadion and edification of a cu* 
rious public : and what may ilill be 
thought of greater importance, that my 
flory, rightly told, may be a leffqn to eager 
mortals to miftruft the duration of any 
worldly enjoyment, as, even the beft ce- 
mented friendihip, which I confider as the 
moft precious of earthly bleffiqgs, is but a 
precarious one, and fubje£l, like all the reft, 

to 
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to be blaftad zvnj m in unexpected mo* 
ment by the capricioufnefs ofxljance, and 
by fome one of thofe ! trifling weakrieffes, 
nnacfcountably engrafted even in the no* 
bleft minds, that ever fliewcd to what a 
pitch human nature may be elevated. 

Know therefore, you honeft Mr. John ' 
Bowie, or Mr. Izzard Zed (chufe which of 
the two iiame$ you pleafe) that about thir- 
teen months (as you fay with no very 
confiderable exaggeration) before Doctor 
Johnfbn went the way of all flelh, my 
vilits to him grew to be much lefs fre- 
quent, than they ufed to be, oh account of 
my gout and other infirmities, which per- 
mitted not my going very often from Ed- 
ward-flreet, Cavendifli-fquare, to Bolt- 
courtj Fieet-ftreet, as it had been the cafe in 
my better days : Yet once, or twice every 
month, I never failed to go to him, and 
he was always glad to fee the oldeft friend 
he had in the world, which, fince Mr. 
Garrick's death, was the appellation he 
honoureid rtae with, and conftantly re- 
quefled me to fee him as often as I could. 

L One 


One day ; and aks ! it was the laft time 
I faw hiaip I called on him^ not withouc * 
^me anxiety, as I had heard, that he had 
been very ill : but found him fo well, as 
to be in very high fpirits, of which he loon 
made me aware, becaufe, the converfation 
happening to turn about Otaheite, he recol- 
kded, that Omiah had once conquered me 
at chefs ; a fubjeft, on which, whenever 
chance brought it about, he never failed to 
rally me moft unmercifully, and make 
himfelf mighty merry with. 

' This time, more than he bad ever done 
before, . he puflied his banter on at fuch a 
rate, that at laft he chafed me, and made 
me fo angry, that not being able to put a . 
flop to it, I fnatched up my hat and flick, 
and quitted him in a mofl choleric mood. 
The ikilful tranflator ef Taflb, who was a 
witnefs to that ridiculous fcene, may tell, 
whether the Doftor's obflreperous merri- 
ment deferved approbation, x)r blame : but 
ftich was Johnfbn, that, whatever was the 
matter in hand, if he was in the humour, 
he would carry it as far as he could ; nor 

was 
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was he much in rfie habit, even with much 
higher folks than myfelf, to refrain froni 
fallies, which not feldom would carry him 
further than he intended. 

Vexed at his having given me caufe to 
be angry, and at my own anger too, I was 
not in hafte to fee him again, and he heard 
from more than one, that my refentment 
Continued* . Finding ^t laft, or fuppofing, 
that I might not call on him any more, he 
iiequefted a refpe^able friend to tell me, 
that hfi would be glad to fee me as foon as 
poilible : but his meffage was delivered me 
while making ready to go into Sufiex, 
where I ftaid fix full months ; and then 
was taketi to Bath, where I ftaid a month, 
longer : and it was on my leaving Suffex, 
that the news-papers apprifed me, my 
friend was no more,* and England had lofl 
poffibly the greateft of her literary orna- 
^ ments. It is more than I can tell, how this 
Izzard Zed came to ftumble upon the in- 
formation of that cafual difagreement be- 
tween the Do£lor and me : and the ufe he 
has made of his intelligence, was juft fuch 
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as was to be expe£ted fromBowlean ho- 

Hcfty, and Bowlean aberrations. 

TEXT. 
^^ The no notice of him, either in his, 
will, or at his funeral, farther corrobo* 
rates this, if other proofs were wanting. 

REMARK. 
. Out, out with other.proofs, as other proofs^ 
will always* be wanting to corrohbrate any 
thing you tfwr, or naay aver ! The Doc- 
tor could not take notice of every friend 
he had, in his will, as the talk would have 
been too great : greater at leaft, than Mr. 
Bowie's is likely to be, when he comes tp 
think of his. Dr. Johnfon, one of the 
greateft proeraftinators the world could 
ihow, made his will wheci life was nearly 
exhaufted, and made it at the repeated foli« 
citations of the very gentleman, that he 
had charged with his laft mefTage to me. 
Nor is it ftrange, if he left out of.it the 
name of one^ who wanted hothing of what 
he had, and was befides far from being fp 
great a favourite,, as feveral others, whofe 
names he has 00 more noticed, than mine. 

. Nor 
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Nor ihould I have been much pleafed, if he 
had taken notice of us all, and left ever lo 
ftnall a token of his friendlhip to each of 
us, as, fo far, it would have been a diminu- 
tion of the little, * that he bequeathed to 
my friend Frank, who from his earlieft 
youth ferved him with the greateft affec- 
tion and difintereftednefs. Had 1 been 
in London, no body, I fuppofe, would have 
had a right to keep me from attending the 
Dodlor's obfequies along with other of his 
friends, many of whom are my friends : 
but, how could I be at the funeral, being, 
as I was, ftruggling with the deep fnows^^ 
that obftrufted the road from Havant 

« • 

to Bath, when the funeral took place ? 
Out, out witli other proofs, my good maf- 
ter: out, out,'for thefe two will not do ! 

TEXT. 
** In a word, the Doftor (eems to 
•* have configned him to the foljtary pa^ 
*? tronage of a man, %vhOf to ufe his own 
?* words, if Jalfehoodjlatters his vanity^ will 
f • not be diligent to deteSl it** 

L 3 REMARK. 
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R E M A R K. 

The meaning of this laft paragraph 'tis 
aot poflible for me to unravel, beeaufe, 
whether it be fcantahefs of merit, grofs 
mifmanagement, or lack of liick, I never 
enjoyed what is called patronage from any 
body^ either in Italy, or in England : but 
1 fuppofe, that my Tolondron, who knows 
nothing of me and my ways, has here fired 
a piftol in the air, to terrify the birds, left 
I fliould catch them, and pick their fear 
thers : and the birds in his eye, are the 
rich and the great, that might patronize 
the fellow who makes marginal JShtei. 
What would I give, old as I am, that his toy 
londronic apprehenfions were realized, by 
my obtaining x^x^JoUtary (and I fliould not 
weep, if it were even the ajfociate) patron^ 
age of fome duke, or dukes, or of fome lord 
or lords ! What a delicious thing, if one, 
or two, or ten, or a hundred of them, tQ 

* 

vex the fellow, would be fuddenly and ir- 
refiftibly feized by the whim of making me 
at once as opulent, as an alderman of Lon* 
don, or an Amftcrdam-burgomafter ! And 

take 


take this along with jou^ that, by fo doing, 
their ^graces and lordfhips would ftand a 
fair chance of iharing with me a few more 
loads of abufe, that thfc fellow would cer- 
tainly not fail to lay upon my back in fuch 
a cafe. But — Hufh, good folks ! — Sup- 
pofe I take the hint, and here grvre their 
graces and lordfhips an humble petition, 
inviting theqi to this meritorious double 
work l-^Faith, 'tis a good fcheme, where- 
of the execution ought not to be deferred 
a moment! Here then comes petition 
quite hot from the French baker*s oven in 
Poland- ftreet : 

Dues et MylorSy vinez tpusfur la hrune 
^rottant d moi : faifons caufe commune. 
Point t! koutez mon I'olondron maudit^ 
Bouffi de baine^ et rouge de depity 
^ife pendra peutitre ceite nuit^ 
horfqif un chacun^fans noife etfans racuncj 
jB/wi fe garaant defaire trap de bruit ^ 
Chatouillera doucementfa chacune. 
Fieuxje lefuis, Mejfeigneurs : / en cmvsem 
Mais a quel age ejl-on marrl des biens^ 
%' amonceller veut ches^nous la fortune ? 
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' Ou tStoufard, richejje eft opportune^^ 
Dijoit Montaigne en /m patois migfion^ 
Plus fin i efpnt ^ue ft eft pas Tokmdron, 
^i mains en a^ qtt %m canard^ qtt une pit. 
' Dues ei Mjhrs; chapeau basjt vousprie^ 
' Devers tnoi touSj fans bargutgner,^ venez : 

Sacs de guinees cL P en^vi ni appoftez: 
. Et vous aure% vers, prpfe^ et flatter ie 
^ Lf double i et plus^ qii en eutjadis mamiey 

ftant que direz : cefe done, c" eft qffe%l 
* Cela toutfait^ en chantant merlitonj 
^ Ferre pleurant^ boirai bien vosfantez 
I En bon Bourgoigne, ou bonjus de X^ez. 

GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE. 
OSiober 1785, p- 760, 

.TEXT. 
*' Mr. Urban. I have thought, that the 
** following words of Falerius Maximus de- 
** fcribe exaftly the perfon of a man, that 
*' has been mentioned in your two laft 
" magazines: ^ruculenta fades, violentijpi'- 
•' ritus, vox terribilis, ora minis, ei cruentis im-^ 
** perils refertu. 


S 
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REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

I muft own, that th^ two,, and even 
the tbree laft magazines, have vexed me, 
becaufe they have hurted my poor foot 
as much, as a hlifter clapt on the heel 
of my Ihoe : but this fourth makes me 
fuch amends, as I deem fufficient in all 
confcience. Here, my friends is a fourth, 
ragamuffin, who calls himfclf by the odd 
iarid characleriftic appellation of J; C. that 
is, yohn Coglwne,; a ragamuffin of deep 
thought, par ma foi^ as he has thought of 
an exadl defcrittlon of me out of Vakriui 
MaximuSyWhofe works he has read through, 
and to fome purpofe, as you will fee. ' 

But who is Falerius Maximus f fays your 
hopeful fon, juft come from Chifwick-' 
ichool. 

Valerius Maximus, my good Dick, was 
a free-born Italian, and my fehool- fellow 
many years agone. It happened once, that 
quarrelling with me about the true mean- 
ing of fome verfes in the Secchia Rapita^ he 
gave me fuch a thump with his clenched 
feft iqi the pit oif the ftomach, that I fell 

down 
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down backwards^ and broke my occiput 
againft one of the fchool- forms. JTalerius 
Maxhmsj as good-natur'd a lad as your 
very felf, was quite forry for what he had 
done^ and pre&ntly helped me up, feated 
me on the form, ran for an 9gg to the 
mafler^s maid, whofe chriftian name was 
^ncilla ; opened it at the big*end, becaufe 
he had been brought up in the big*endian 
religion ; dexterouily feparated the white 
from the yolk ; beat that white in a faucer 
with a tea-fpoon, and ^pplyed it on a rag 
to my wound with fo much care and &iH, 
that he abfolutely won my heart for ever 
after. 

On our quitting fchool, Valerius Ma:isifnus 
went to the Levant with one of his papa's 
friends, on^ Coloutl Sextus Pampeius^ who 
had procured him a Lieutenancy in the 
Duke of Modena's guards ; and a brave fol- 
dier did he look in his regimentals. Pre«^ 
fently after his arrival at the place of his 
deftination, many were the battles, vx 
which he had his fhare, to the great com- 
fort of Colonel Sextus Pompeius^ whp loved 

him 
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him dearly. 'Tis enough to fay, that he ^ 
contributed as much, as any other Lieute-' 
pant in the army, towards difpoffeffing the 
Turks of the Holy land; and it was in 
one of thofe battles, that he pluckt off a 
Baffa's whiikers, which he fent to Rpmey 
there to be hung up in the church of St^ 
Agnes, where we ufed to go to mafs toge^ 
ther on Sundays, when fchool-fellows. 

Being once at Damafcus, and his win? 
ter-quarters affording hiip leifure, he too^ 
iijto his fancy to write a book in Latin, 
wherein he coUefted a good many memorar 
ble fayings and doings of feveral Officers of 
the army, in which he ferved, 4s alfo of 
many valiant Turks, though they were 
his country's enemies ; as he admired va-r 
lour, no matter by whom pofleiTed : Nor ' 
did he forget to interfperfe in his work 
yarious of the pretty pranks and.frolicks 
of his fchool-fellows, aimong whom he 
highly diftlnguiflied me, as one of the moft 
forward in robbing of drchards and vine-r 
yards, whenever opportunities ofFefed. I^f 
was in that fame tatin book, quoted by the 

learne4 
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learned John CogUone^ 'that he delineated' 
toy charafter, calling me by the name of 
Sulkj which was my fchool-nick-name, 
bccaufe at times 1 was apt to htfulkn^ efpe- 
pially when I had the childblains, and 
awkward Tolondr6us trod upon my fore 
heels. Fakrius Maximus* book, dedicated to 
one Squire ^ibby;^ a Major of Grenadiers, was 
printed at Damafcus, and foon after re- 
printed at Aleppo wdth ample notes, not 
by himfelf. like Mr. Bowk's Letter, to the 
Divinity-Doftor ; but by above forty-four 
of the nroft erudite members of the Celo- 
Syrian fociety, among whom, the illuftri- 
o\ik Jfaac Fqffius y an Arab by birth, and the 
cchhr2ited Frein/hemiuSf Chaplain in ordinary 
to the Hpfpodar of Antipchia. The four 
and forty Annotators had previoufly ex- 
tolled Fakrius Maxtmus^' work fo high, that 
the Damafcus-Printer gave ? good penny 
for the manufcript,whigh wasno.qonteppt- 
ibie addition to his fcanty pay as a Liey7 
tenant, and ena^bled him now and then to 
treat his brother- officers with a bottle of 
the beft Mar^otic from Grand Cairo. Nor 

di4 
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did any body throughout Afia fpeak dif- 
refpeftfully of. his work, excepting one 
Joe Scalier J furnamed. the ffafpj/b Re^ 
viewer^ a pretty clever pioneer in the enq- 
ray'? army, wJjoJildom approved of any bod/i 
literary labours but his own^ and called /^« 
krius Maxirms : ineptus verborum et fentett" 
tiarum affediator. 

From that book of Sayings and Doings, 
my friend John Coglione extracted the above 
paflage, and clapt it at top of his letter to 
Mr. Urban. The right meaning of the 
paffage is ; that, when I make marginal 
notes on Spanifh Texts or Comments, I 
look ^uite dreadful : truculent a fades. That 
my fpirits move along with great violence, 
when I rally Tolondrons : vioknti Jpirilus. 
That my voice, when I fpeak Speeches 
about the blunders of Editors and Com- 
mentators, proves terrible : vox terribdis : 
and that, when 1 bid any of my pupils to 
come to read Don Quixote, 1 do it in fuch 
an imperious and threatening a tone, that 
there is no blockhead in the neighbour- 
hood, but what prefently bleeds at the 

nofe : 


nofe : or a irnnh ei cruentis impetus feferta 4 
However, my dear Dick, take this with 
you, that (as Milton faid to the Dutch 
i^rintcr) this fame John Coglione is a crafty 
htabe: for, fo envioufly mean waal he, 
that he fuppreffed the bcft part of the good 
things Valerius Max/mus faid of me in the 
fame book, wherein he recorded, as a moft 
foithful hiftoriaft, not a few of the beft 
legerdemains I ever atchieved^ when with 
him at fchool : fuch as that, for inflance,^ 
of drowning in the Tiber all the mice and 
rats I could catch ; and t'other of lopping 
at Prenefte (where we ufed go to fpend 
the holidays) the tails of all the puppies and 
kittens of the (hop -keepers of that country- 
town ; thofe, efpecially, that belonged to a , 
canting field-preacher, called by the rabble 
^e Reverend Mr. Marks ^ who onc^ flung the 
ftump of a cabbage at my head, beeaufe'I 
made ^me of a devout matron the old fellow 
had a mind to marry, as Ihe had a very 
confiderable jointure. Nor did FaleriusMaxi^ 
nrns forget my fkill in giving Corni(h-tugs 
even to the talleft boys in the fchool at our 
I hours 
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hours of recreatidfli, and throwing them 
h«ad-long after a very fhort ftruggle j by 
which m^ans I came to be fo much feared 
by them all, that they dared not to lift a 
finger againft me, as long as I |)leafed to 
ftay at fchooL Art thou fatisfied now . 

about Valerius Maximus ? But let nis hear 

« 

what Jbbn Coglione has further to fay of me 
when my name was Sulla. 

TEXT. 
** Can we hefitate a moment on whom 
** to fix the following charafter ?** 

REMARK. 

Let us have the following charafter by 
all' means, efpecially as it is in Italian,, 
which is another of the languages this 
Poliglot-John can copy out of his bopks, 
fometimes exaftly, fometimcs but fo fq* 

TEXT. 

Pieho d* i^nor'anza e di fcelleraggtrie, 
e fcaltro, e petulante, e sfacciatb, e m^l-- 
dicente, e adulatore, e bravaccib, e vi« 
gliacco, e diflbluto, e matto, e fregiato hi 
** fomma d' ogni abbominevole dote/* 

REMARK. 
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R E M A UK. . 

, I muftapprife the cur ipus readier; that?, 
he would he vfTong m l^atiffg a moment 
to apply the beft part of this char^fler tot 
toy Tolondron, as it is made up of many, 
icraps, that he^ has carefully pickt out o£ 
an Italian work of mine^ and fown them 
together for his own wearing, as you may 
fee by his tranflation ; though, to fay 
truth, I wrote thofe Italian words long be- 
fore I knew of the need he had of them. 

TEX T. 
** A man full of ignorance and wicked!- 
** nefs, fly, petulant, impudent^ a flan- 
** derer and a flatterer, a bully and 'pol- 
** troon ; diflblute, fool, and, in fliort, 
** adorned with every abominable endows* 
*• ment/' See La Ffu/ia Letter aria^ p. 287^ 

R E M A R K. 

Is it, not furprifing, that, long before I 
knew this very John Coglione, and when I 
intended to paint another, I fliould paint 
him fuUas.well^ as Titian himfelf Would 
have done ? 


TEXT. 


(ff 


T t X T. 

Though your correfporident AnU-Jams, 
•* p. 608^ hias iadvanced nothing, but what 
•* 1^ J6 be Confirrtied from No. 12, of his 
** Familtar Letters t9 his three, Brothersy yet, 
^* that he is* unworthy of any partiality 
" from Britons is not td be haftily credited, 
** as fome Britons in this age of affluence^ 
^^ in this total exemption from taxation, 
** have thought * him deferving of a pen^ 
" lion : and who dares to controvert the 
** propriety of fucrh condufl: ?" 

R E . M- A R K. 

See what a crafty knave, Milton would 
fay, this Anti- Janus is, who, but t'other 
day, pretended he had not read liiy Italian 
Letters ; and tells us now, that he has ! 
But if John Bowie, and John Coglione are 
fynonimouS, there is no doiibt, but Coglione 
will do what Bowie did, and dare to contro^ 
vert for ever, what was repeatedly contro- 
-^erted by Bowie ever fmce the fad adven* 
ture of the Marginal Notei. 

TEXT. 

» 

*' A Tranflator from that language, in 
^* which this deferving man boafts himfelf 
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**Xo be an, adept, at thtiavae tkoe,. that 

» ■ * , 

*• he arraigned him of total igf^^tca/Ks in it, 
** applied tp him Jpl^nfon^s faijxpus dif* 
•* tich of 

^ Londop, the neufy viBhin*9 gen'ral hotiie^ 
<' The common«>lhore ol Paris an4 of Ei<nsei^' < 

REMARK. 

The temptation of calling me a medji 
villmfi was too ftrong for a Tranflator from 
the Spanifli ; and paltry finners wifl yield 
to every temptation. 

TEXT. 

*' An account of his gjreat ^yorth and 
'* learning^ may he feen in Jbrn^ Remarks otf 
*• the extraordinary Cbndu^ of the Knight of 
*^ the ten Jiars,andhis Italian E/quife; fot, 

* * which fee the laft Monthly Review^ 

REMARK. 

• ... 

I have been to fee that Review, as I wa& 
bid ; and never was any thisg fb fair and 
candid, as what is. faid in. it^bout the- 
Bowlcan Performance. The. honeft H^- 
viewcr acknowledges himJfelf iw»r/iw;^^/«i/ 
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B(rtvle telli /rW/^,- h^ has- amjriy avenged 
hkmisilf oil hij sidverlary. The p<Jar To 
l0|Hiroi^^ tliat AeviSF nlinds conditional ji^y 
feagerly bolts down the Rcviewcr*s cau- 
fioUa* words>, as if they -rtrere a- pretty coin- 
ifluiiebt' to bim and- h£s (hlIltng-|>ompkien 
Much gpod na^ay- ifc do' him. As tcf.tbe 
Reviewer's cdlUag ]VI*.Bow;le's. Edition^ 
vakaMe'tmeif I b^4)ei;nii^n' to enter'iny 
Uierum- Fetp^Jet re^0H& beft knowti td 
txyyiflf attd Mpads*; apd as tp Captalti 
Crook^nks^ extr^rdinapy conduct, g^ve 
me but time, - Signof- C^lime, :^nd^ I flial| 
take notice of it without an^ doubt : nay, 
I had already done it, had not you and 
your comrades come to retard my march. 

TEXT the laji. 
" With fome. flight variations, Baretti's 
" Letters to his Brothers are tranflated and 
" incorporated in his Ehgliih Travels.** 

REMARK. 
Was ever any mortal lb clumfy an advo- 
cate ](Jf*d^iii^/«oy&j, as this poor Tolondron ! 
He firfl: wiflies I would give the Englifli 
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nation a tranflation df my Italian Letters; 
then comes to inform the Englifli nation, 
that I have already done it ! How tfue the 
Spanifh proverb, that a liar is fooner over^ 
taken than a lame ox! . 

But the bufinefs of the day is at laft 
over, and-the four Fellows are gone back 
to Idmeftone, rstther out of humour, than 
otherwife. Mr. John Bowie, give them 
a glafs of fmall beer a-piecei for the good 
fervice they have done you : but, nexf 
titne you- come to me yourfelf, do it with- 
out your quadruple mqfk on your face, as, 
both you and I, begin to be rather too old 
for miafquerades. 


TOLON- 
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T O L O N D R O N. 


SPEECH THE SEVENTH. 
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^Uguid cogitas ^vanum eji^ qutdftid loqueris falfum 
eft^ quidquid imprabas'bonum j/?, quidqiiid probas, 
malum, efty quidquid agis^ultum gft. 

Petrarch, * 

PARDON me,;gopd Mr. Bowie, if, 
in the two preceding fpeephes I have 
proved fo incivij to your Tolondro^lhipt. 
as only to fpeak to you incidentally ; and 
attribute my . want of nianners tp your 
four gentlemen of the* draw i^ the (hoes, 
who proved fp troublefooie, and engroffed 
ip mujch of my talk, that \ h^d fcarce time 
tp think pf your Tolondropfhip all (he 
while. ' It tool?: up tw;o long chatterations 
heforQ I could force them to forbear telling 
of lies ; and it was at iaft out of mere laf- 
fitude they tol4 no more, and went away 
hurly )3urly,* as if the devil had been in 
them. Let us thereforc, you and I, re- 
f^me the interrupted fubjeft of your great 
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knowledge, and my great ignorance, and 
cndeavopr finally to f^le ^9 pfobHgftatipal 
a point to our mutual fatisfa£Hon, that wc 
may n?K^r wpfQ lie of q:\3ite.oppofite.opini- 

onSj ?s, toixxy gr^at \:exatipn,wehaye hitKerr- 

* ' *. •>■-•■ 

to bftep, a^d upderilai^d eael^ othj^r better 
for the future, now that w? (kn^W pacl> 
other better than we ever did. 

Your Tolondronfhip has thp goodnefs tq 
inform me, that the* Spaniards have ^bw? 
^ragicsmedies and Jme mterhdes m proje t and 
by producing fuch a folid piece of eru- 
dition, quite unknown to me before, you 
pretend to have entirely demoUfhed the 
a^iertion in my travels, that all the Spanijb Co^ 
medics I ever read or heard of, are all in verfe^ 

Your demolition, however, feems to me 
as yet not fo entire as you faiicy, becaufe 
it fo happens, that fragicomedies znd ihfer-^' 
ludes are not quite the fame thing,* thaf 
Comedies. But as you may reply, that this 
is a mere fubterfuge, and that different ap- 
pellations change hot the intriilfic quali* 
ties of dramas, and may infift, that inter- 
ludes and tragicoiinedies are tantanjotinf to 

comedies. 


comedies, I oiuft inferm you in my turn, 
left you flip thus nimbly through my 
fingers, that, feveral years ago, here in 
London, I bought, and read, a colle<9:ioti 
of Spanifh comedies, that was comprifed 
in no lefs than fix and forty quarto vd- 
lumes, each volume containing^ twelve of 
them exaftly ; the firft volume entitled ; 
V rimer a Parte de Comedias f^cadas dejus ver^ 
dadero^ Originales, printed at Madrid in 
1 6 13, and beginning with a comedy called 
J^a Bait afar a ; the laft volume, oddly en- 
titled Primavera nutnerofa de muchas harmo^ 
nias lucUntes^ printed in 1679, and ending 
ivith a comedy called El Marquis de Cigar^ 
ral: and here, . by way of parenthefis^ 
Jet nie tell you, it was from this very col- 
ledlion chiefly, that I got the notion Spa-^ 
ni(h comedies were all in verfe^ as not one 
in the fix and forty volumes is. in profe. 
'IThen, when I caftie back from Madrid, I 
brought with me a good number of fingle 
pon^edies, J had bought there for " un real 
^* de vellon cada una'* ; Anglic? ^thr^e-pence 
ft piece y and had them bound in i6 or 17 
quarto volumes, ten in each volume, bc- 
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fides fuch a number of Entremefes ; that is. 
Interludes^ Entertainments^' znA Farces j that, 
when bound up together, formed eight or 
nine pretty thick oftavo volumes, eviery 
tittle in verfe. I was befides poffeffed once^ 
but gave them away, of the comedies of 

Don Jigujlin Moreto ' m two volumes quar- 

'. ' ' • • ■ 

to, and think they amounted to hiore* 
than twenty, each ^one in verje : and you 
know, or ought to know, that Agujiin Ah- 
reto, in the general opinion of the Spa» 
mards, holds the third place among their 
dramatic poets, the firft being occu- 
pied by Lope de Vega^ and the fecond by 
C alder on de la B area:' Then my two brave 
dlfciples, innocent caul^e of thofe marginal 
notesy that have kept you this, long while 
from eating with a good appetite, have 
read with niie (but the book is theirs) fome 
of the feventy- three comedies, and the; 
forty-fix Feafts (Fiejlas is the SpanifK 
word) contained in eleven thick volumes 
quarto, all written by Calderon de'la Barca 
aforefaid, printed in 'Madrid 1760:. and, 
with the fame two young gentlemen, as 
' well as without them, I hive alfo read a 

good 
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good number of Autos Sacramentdks by the 
|ame CaMerort and others, every thing in 
mrft^ arid not in frofe : and you know, or 
ought to know, that Piefias means, come- 
dies compofed for the private entertain* 
ment of the king and his court, and j^utos 
mcans^ facred allegorical plays ; the Fiefiim 
gone out of falhion this long while, and, 

the jiutos permitted np longer on the Spa- 

' ^. . , . . . . ^ 

ni(h ftage. All the comedies and other 
theatrical performances of Lope de Vega^ 
that I ever read, which are a pretty many, 
are all inverji ; and fo are thofe of Don 
Animo de Solis^ printed in quarto, Madrid 
1 681 ; the veiry man, that wrote the well- 
knowii Hi/lory of Mexico ^ and father to the 
archbifhop of Seville, lately dead above a 
hundred years old, I hope befides, what- 
ever you jnay have flily infinuated to the 
contrary, in your letter to your Doftor, 
that you give me credit for haying read 

even mord of Cervantes^' Comedies, than arc 

» • , 

contained in the Madrid edition of 1 749 : 
and you may be fure, that they are all 
in verfe. I have likewife read a number of 

Loas; 
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IjMs^ Zanuelasp $»tneUM^ tnd other petty 
idramts of the Spaniarda, ind not ^ue of 
them did 1 ever fee in profe^ as they, ^rp 
all m verfe. So ai^c the Comedies of Juan 
JSaiti^^ Dfonta^e^ mmetovm eoongh;;]^ 
thofe of Fernando de Zarate^ of Im\s dc 
^idmmUi^ q£ Dof uihtcmio Martmz^ and 0/ 
pan ^cmau^ who was ^hat they call^ Mm" 
fero dc mpnofa^ and here* Jack, you may 
irirn to ibme JDiflionary, to fee what M^n^ 
Uro de Kj^n^a means. . All in verfe are 
thofe of Don Juan de ZavaUta^. aixd tbofe of 
JE3taB Francijtot de Ryai^ or de Rox^s^ thiia 
vfxitt^ti both ways in different editions, -r 
All in ver/e, likewife are jhofe of yuan 
Matos Fregofoi of Diego Ximenes de Encijb^ 
of Melchor dehcon^ of the threp Doftprs 
Mira de Mefcua^ Felipe Godinez, and Perez de 
J^nUdvan ; asalfo thofe oijuande Filkgus,^ 
pf Hwvnimo de la Fuente^ of Jmn de Vera j? 
'JTdl^/Hl^ and of z great many more^ v^ith 
whoie names I could choak you^ were I as 
foiid as yoUy of choakiug Chriftians with 
|iames of Qutlandifh Authors. Upon 2, 
very moderate computation^ \ vf\\\ yenturc 
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io U.ji ^«t» itt ^^ courfe of my life, X 
.fcave xead twelve hundred SpanHh Come- 
dies :' and I Will take my oatbxof it, that I 
pever m^ withione, but what was in verfe^ 
Aik mt TK)t ii I lilced them all, left you 
^ce me t6 fay, that there is not one in 
every hundred 1 would be the author of, 
not even excepting thofe of I^ope de Fega, 
and Ccdderon de la Barca. The only two^ 
as I ftili remember, that pleafed me, were 
^ jE/ Farnili^rjin ^enmio by Gafpar de Avila^ 
and No hai Men Jin ageno dano by Anionk 
Sigkr de Huerta. I don* t recollect at pre- 
fcnt, that X liked any other throughout. 
Invention, plot, wit, and humour, many 
of them have here and there, Moretd and 
SoUs efpecially : nor do many and many 
want true and fingylar charaaersi which 
would appear to great advantage, were 
they hablUez h la Corneilk^' as a few of Don 
Guillen de Cajims have 1)een, fever^ of 
whole Comedies I have rpad, that I may 
;not forget jiiem. Spewing, however, in 
general, the Spanifli Comedies, in fpite 
pf the; feeble effi)rts made in my days 
hy Don Tmafo de Yriariej by Don Agu^in 
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hy the B^arquis de PalachSf znd by^half 
^ l^ozen Jipore that I could n^me^ tbp 
§|:(gini(h Coo^edipsi (ahd Qfff^m.ln ^pa^ 
luflif .Hker.P%; in ^Engjifli; ^ojnin4tp$ 
Jsq^.fragedy ajid ^orpedy) fqit pot jn^y tafte 
much,^ though I:hfVQ paffejl^ m^ny mornr 
$pg§ and evenliigs in the. rea4i4ig of thep^ 
]^ijLwhat>a&it tomjs^ their vfeepg good, 
l>adj^ o\ indifferent ? J read them not with 
^yiew.to. Jearn from them t|ie.art,of Cor 
ii^edy-tpaking ; hut only to encreafe.my 
itock of Spanifh language : , ar^.d jt/was out 
<jf theai> to tell, it here in another paren? 
thefis, t;hat I got above three thouf^nd 
wor4s [as I faid in my. SpaniJfiDi{[friation\ 
not regiftered in the Academicians' Dic-^ 
tionary, which Lhave added. in, the mar7 
' gjns.of that farne pidliopary, tq l3e fp|^t| 
after I am dead, to, their Acaden^y. as I am 
il^rQ,, that an Ex;empla^y,. thus/augm^ntf^di 
>;vill wove of good ufe, if ever the Mewr 
bers of it cope tot^ive us a fecond Edition 
of their PredeQdJbrsV Work. , Nor. have I 
added only to my iExepiplary three ibpufand 
fvcrds. and more^ ; but have alfo mMe Mir- 
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ginal Notes td many thoufands of their woPilr; 
^Definitions^' Etymologies^ Examples ^ et'cetcra; 
aiid I have likewife taken notice in the 
fame way of their Prolegomena^ telling vaf 
opinion freely of every thing I difliked id 
their Sik Volumes,- with no more fcruple, 
than if they^had been fo many Jack Bowles^ 
which, thank heaven, is far from T>eing 
the cafe, becaufe fuel! Jacks are mighty 
£:arce all the world over, 

Coitie now you, Tolondron tolohdro* 
niffiraio, come' to tell the by-ftanders, 
that the Spaniards, contrary to my afler- 
ti^n, hzvt Comedies in prqfe; and difplay 
your vaft erudition, by talking (out of Don 
Quixote and other Works of Cervantes) 
of a tragicomedy fplit in two, and of three 
or four Parcesj never exhibited on the Spa- 
nifli Stage, the firft all in pro/e, the others 
partfy inprojej and partly in verfe. A bldtica' 
for your -Tragicomedy : three or four anU-^ 
ies for yx^xxx three or four Farces ; and twelve; 
hundred doblones for my twelve hundred 
Comedies, Flbftas, ' Autos Sacramcntales, 
etcetera !^ My Comedies, Fieftas and Autos^ 
have furmihed me with fuch a ftore of 

words 


WQXj^ and pl^aies, tiiat with^ tnanj, of 
thixxk I havd been able t&eniich the mar* 
gins of tile gf eat Sjpanifli Dictkinaiy : but^ 
what have your lunk Far€es,> and 3r<)ui; 
puny TragicQfOiedj^i; furniihed yoxkrvnth t 
Wretclied things I With all'iheirefKn^tSj 
they could not civen help you to find out. ii 
pun in Don Quixote : Ay< 1 they could^ noi 
even help you to the , lady 4ike word 
diantrej to the pretty repetition, of: af^-^h 
and to the mouth-fiilin^ phraie i/i^ tfkheti 
raid! Away with your paltry trumgeiy; J- 
away with yoitf Cele/ikia^ with youfe 
ytdez de ios dhorcm^ yow Giiarda Cuidddkfisi^ 
and your other fmall ware ! Nor dare yo\i' 
evermore to compare your P^ler-box xtSt 
xny Store^houfe^ that contains half ih6 
riches of the Spanifli Stage^! Was ever 
fuch a ToiondrcHi, that comes to make^i 
parade of a few tooth-picks^ when I caa± 
Ihew hini Norway-mafts in ple&ty ! I hav<$ 
no patience with fuch ienfeleis Tolon^ 
droniffimos \ - 

You further come to- tell mc^ Smt^ 
LiceHciado Bowk (t .hav« a gopd' xkiind to 
make. a Spanifli Doctor of you^ though 

you 


y0a at^lmt.^ ^^t Gi^troft} that jteu^havei 
appi ifcd, DQft4)r Percy oft iny having gnraa^ 
111 my U^cUa defeRhx and<fftronfausaecmnf 
of the Spajpiiih literatui!e. But pray^ yiou. 
moniker of npnfenfe,. jo^yGorron. 3i mis j^^ ' 
C4<hs h How could I help that ac^owiS 
bemg inexaidl and incooiplete, if it wa^^ 
tot a fl&etdiH fuch.aa a poor travielkf eouldi 
givp in a. hurry ? 

Ineyer aiJerted in any verbal^ manafcrtjpt^ 

or. printfidi ywf k, that , my account was a 

good laca^untv nor has Do^or Percy ^.or any 

other reader of^my travelsj. taken it^ \mt for 

what it was ; that is, a little chit^cbafr 

about Spanifli lite^raturo ; an effort^ made 

enipaffrnt, to induce people to fufped^ that 

tho^ %^ards have in thein language ibme^^ 

f^ing« elfe^. hefides.Don* (^ixote ; a tap^oa 

the. fhoulder to thoie^ who impud^tly if^ 

firm (llaeyi are iK»b few) that* in Spaiii* 

^v^y^ kind of literature is totajLly neglec* 

ted, . and h»s always been. Before I * went < 

to t^at country myfel^ I^had read^ in Bng^ 

tiflu. in; Erenehy and in Jt^kn, more ac** 

4QuiitS4if;S|)ainy than Lhave fingers on myv 

hands, 
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hands, and fbuhd almbfl: tiothihg elfb Id 

them, but long defcants, no Icfs ridiculous 

than falfe, no lefs petulant than infi^ 

pid, of SpanilOi idlenef^i Spaniih ignorance; 

Spaniih {u{)erftition, Spanifh beggary, Spa- 

• nifli dcrelidlion of all that is good; During my 

ihort reiidence at Madrid, the fecond time 

I wfts there efpeciallyi I got notions of a 

diiFerent kind, becaufe I was fo lucky, as 

to be Introduced in what they call the beft 

companies, where Itould pay at fight my 

Httle bills of talk, without borrowing fronj 

the Italian or French chat-lenders^ as moil 

foreigners are forced to do, that go there 

with a fingle como e/id u/ied in their purfe: 

There it was, that I made my hymble 

bow to the SeBor Don ^ •• -t - CarhpomdneSi 

who deigned to cb'nverfe with me^ while 

his fprightly daughter Bibiana^ then at 

bride^ (I Ihall never forget her black eyes) 

was nimbly dancing Fandangos and Se-* 

guidillas with her Efpofo. There 1 fliobk 

hands more than once with Father Sar-^ 

miento in his own apartment, three or four 

p^ir of pairs up in his conrent^ and even 
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llelped nim to . feed a mukitude of fpar* 
irowS, ; that vifited him every morning.. 
There i had finee ot twice a glimpfe of 
Father Fkres jand a few more Renxren^iji-- 
awwi^ that ufed pTCttj ofteii to call on the 
^ood Sarmiento; . There I^ walked more 
khm iotece . in the King's 'Botanic gardenj 
abotitbalf ^ league out of Madrid, betwixt 
jyon Bef modes tjie botanift, and Don Do^ 
Vtmgo Femr^a karried Navarran, and 
s^Syu4a de \ G^mara ^to his Majefty, both 
willing tb turn^naq .into. a pretty botanift^ 
feut that I cann<Jt femetpber the names of 
plai^ta, when they are i|pt of the culinary 
kind. There I dined twice^ if not three 
timfes^ at the geographer !>?» Tomafo Lopez^ 
who (bowed mte inany Maps he had him* 
felf made, of 'various provinces and dlf-i- 
trifts of Spain. Therei at Count Gazolu^s^ 
General of the fLruU^ryjl paid my refpeds 
to fevetal engineei's, mineralogifts^ ma- 
thenoiatiici^ns, arid other fuch people^ who 
frequently furrouilded Jiipi and formed 
fuch i^ntertaining company, a^ J (hall ne- 
ver fc;^. the lik,6 for the fijture: nor do L. 
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as yet, fdrget thee, mdtf cptrteous inl mfl# 
amiable Abate Ronkroi with ^hdiri I hsy^ 
ib often wlflicd to tajk EDglifli agaaa 
of fhe prefettt ftate pf the Ait^ ahd 
Sciehces^ in thy catrntry I Ther6l W€n4? t6 
fee the Royal Academy of Pamti6g^^n4 
that of the Spariifli language, a«ifd eift^ 
changed words with feveratof their i^e^ec- 
five members. In Madrid, atTalaverali 
]!leina, Toledo, Guadalaxaira/ ZaragSziay 
and in divers parts of Catalohia, I gave 
running looks to feve#al ifeafftu'fofillUf ie^ ^ 
cloth and divers bthfe^ .things, arid Ifeard 
from divers credi^ble perfotisi thiti ,at 
Valencia thdy Work above three thoulknd 
looms in manufa^uring filks onlyi befide^ 
a great many, that they have for clothes 
and filks at Segdvia, Arid other tdwns^ 
which I had not time or means to g<^ to. I 
was g6ing ta oniit, that I faw in many 
towns many librariei and bookfelleft* 
fhops, largely furnifited with books^ many 
printing-office* abounding with types^ that 
had good eyes, and. many hofpitals richly 
«idowcd, and well attended. If you wiU 

form 
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form a judgrhehi: id what' a perfcftion the 
art$ of paper-making and type-cafting for 
the ufe of printers, has been carried, give 

but a lck)k to the tranflation of Salluft, 

• . • ■ 

made by one of the Royal Sons, and to the 
Academicians' quarto and odavo edition^ of 
l)on Quixote; and tell me then, whether 
the Spaniards, iri. that particular, have rea^^ 
fon to envy Baikervillei or any other Eng- 
liih orFrenjfh type-cafter^ or paper-maker. 
In one word, as in a hundred, I faw with 
my owA eyes*^ that in Spain there was 
Something more, than fuperftitioni igno- 
rance> idlenefs^ beggary^ and derelidiori of 
every things as many carelcfs or difiiiger 
iiuous rafcals would noake me believe 
before t went there myfelf. I will not 
fay by ali this, that Spain is as yet, upon 
the whole, Co far and fo generally advanced 
m arts and feieAces, as France, or England 
are^ I will, only fay, that her fons are 
hard at work this very day, and that they 
take large, ft rides to rival both the Englifli 
and the French in evcry^ thing. My time 
for viewing and examining fo many ob- 
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je£ls, and for afcertaining all the accotmts 
givMi me bf what I could not fee, was-Jbut 
Ihort, for the eternal^ reafon, that my purfe 
was (hort like wife : and, as, I had a long 
journey to come back, I did not choofe to 
• jTun the rilk of remaining in pawn for my 
reckoning at fome inn or other on the 
road : fo that, if in my Travels through 
Spain (made up of obfervatiqns put toge- 
ther in the two journeys I took to that 
country) I told but a few of thofe many 
things I had feen, or heard of, you might 
as well have conjedured, that I dared not 
expatiate, for fear of fome curfed miftake 
or inexaftnefs, that might then brmg me 
to fhame, and under the lafli of cenfure^ 
either there or here. Of the SpaniOi Li- 
terature in particular, I faid but little, and 
that little with fear and trembling, as I 
knew but little of it, which, to my forrow, 
is ftiU the cafe, and will furely be as4ong 
as I live, for want of books and converfa- 
tion, ,that I may not fay, for want of 
fufficlent brains. And you, great Tolon- 
dron, you, that have never feen fifty Spa"* 

ni(h 
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iiifli books on a (helf ; you, that cannot 
Utter one poor fentence of Spanifh ; you, 
that hive as much brains, as a flower-pot, 
• tb^t I may qot fay fome other pot \ you, 
Mr. John Bowie, go audacioufly to tell. 
Poctor Percy, that my Account of .Spa-' 
riifti Literature is imperfeSl and erroneous ? 
You want to perfuade him, that my know- 
ledge on this head, is nothing, or next to 
nothing, when > efpecially compared to 
your^? Oh the mighty Hifpanift, that 
dieftroys at once the whole of my poor 
' Spanifh learning, as the Sabio Mmatan did 
that of Don Quixote, l^ turning it all 
into a clpu4 of fmqke ! But, Jack ! A 
word iv\ yp\ir ear, flave you any ide?, 
any ^oiiceptipn, any cjear notion, of 
what qn Account of Sp^r^ fjiterature .muft 
be, no? %o be an imperJfSi and erroneous one ? 
Po yQ^ knpw^ tjiat, beginning, ^s, one 
ought, an Accovint of that J^itcratpre fyonx 
the eighth century, w^xen ^Imoft all the 
knowledge of Europe was centered in 
§pain, down to the times of the great Don 
Alfonfo ; then down to Ferdinand, Charley 
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the Fifth^ and Philip the Second jthea 
down to this prcfent day ; do yoa know, 
I fay, that jfuch an Account \% ^o^\j 
out of the reach, I will not fay^ of any 
fingle man, but of a great many men of 
the largeft fize of knowledge, and of the 
moft indefatigable perfeveranc^ in labo* 
rious -fearches? An Account of Spantjk 
Literature not imperfeSt, not erroneous ! Poor 
fellow ! An army of fuch powlcs as 
thee, thoiigh it were as numerous as that 
of Xerxes, would be far from fufficient 
for fuch an undertaking, which wpuld be 
a great undertaking indeed, as; thou calleft 
thy wretched Comento i Be but fo conde-? 
fcending, you immenfe Tolpndron, as to 
regale the public: with the nice dainties you 
regaled Doctor Percy with ; and, when I 
hayts tafted, or but fmelt them, I will, give 
you and him, I am fure, many apd naany 
cogent reafbns, and in much rnore con-: 
yincing words than yours, whether they 
are to be feryed at his, or any body^s table, 
or flung in the duft-hole; for the fcaven- 
ger to fetch, and inform you to boot, 
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jyh^tlipr you can C0pe w^th Ppn 4ntoniq 
^(^efh OwwTfei, or only r^nk with M^^ 
J^f iSJfpn : Don jifftom^ a>vife au4 w^U 
infof med fejjow : jhe Monfieuic a filly apdi 
iippertment puppy. Biat, why Ihould | 
ikgrade e^ejci that French puppy, by put* 
jting fuch ^ Toiondron as you upon a pa? 
with hijaa ? When Mtjjon fpeaks of Spain, 
Jue iis i puppy, God Jcnows ; and an infuft- 
ferable one top? but, on other fubjects, 
he knows tolerably well what he is about, 
and h^s at leaf): 9^ good language, a^ well 
as a livejy flyle 1 but you^ whea fpeaking 
4)f Spain, or of any other inaaginable thing, 
what are you^ but a filthy conglomeration 
of ignorance, dulnefs, . forwardnefs, pre-* 
iump-tion, malignity, and nonfenfe \ You, 
John 3owle, you dare to think yourfelf 
equai to the ta$c of writii^g an Recount 
of Spaniih Literature, or of any Litera- 
ture ! Aad that, not an in^perfect, nor an, 
erroneous one.}, hut fu(ih, as to deferve to 
be read by Doctors and Bjihop*^ ? Dulmmor* 
taks I In what a world* do we Uve \ Upon 
- mxy credilji that I am rjeady to f\ye^r like a 
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trooper, and throw both my' flippers into 
the Thames, or the Severn ! But JTet mc 
compofe my fpirits, toamuoh a^tatedty 
fuch iolondronic vaunts and tblondronical 
bragging. Let me take a large pinph of 
fnuff^ that I may gfovr fo calm again, as 
to be able to purfue this important fubject 
to my reader^s fatisfaction and content- 
ment; which iswhai at prefeht I have 
moft at heart. But, my-pineh is up, one 
half of it in the right, t'other half in the. 

left iioftril, and I am fure I (hall now be 
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angry no more : therefore, let us go on, 
f:hatting and goffiping, like two old Dow* 
agers on an evening walk through Kcn-r 
fington Garden in the month of May, 

Now, Mr. John Bowie, I tell you calmly 
and in good humour, that with regard tp 
Doctor Perdy, if you mean him, as 1 fup- 
pofe yqu do, that actually adorns the 
^Bifliops' Bench in Ireland, I declare to you, 
and to every body living, that I decline 
not, nor ever .ihall, any judgment pafled 
by him on me, while reading your acute 
Remarks on ipy obtufe Account of Spa- 
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fiiffi Literature. I have had, and not feU 
.dpm, the honour of fitting elbow to elbow 
with his Lordfliip, and have as good an opi- 
nion, pdflxbly a larger idea than you have, or 
may have, of his extenfive knowledge, 
powers of criticifm, and good tafte in li- 
terary matters; nor do I want on the{^ 
fevcral heads the leaft information from 
Mr. John Bowie, or any other good fouL 
I queftion however, whether he has not 
loft his time, when he read both my Ac^ 
count and your Remarks, if he has l)eea 
fo patient, as to go through both. As to 
my Account, I am pretty confident, that 
it is not worth a button: but let us, as I 
faid, give but a poor peep at your Re- 
marks, and we will foon fee, whether, or 
no, they are worth a button and a half, 
or only half a button. That you had 
fcribbled fome nohfenfe, or other, about 
my account of Spanifh literature, I heard 
long agof but, as I cared not a fig for 
it, I ihould have forgotten it totally, had 
- you not put me in mind of it now. Why 
-j^id you not do the. fame with regar;! 

to 


to my ma^ijal notes, and forgotten thiem 
Jifcewife ? Why 4i4 you go about HamfN 
{b\rp and Wiklhirc, abufing m<? fo cordialr 
IjF as you dicj, which procured you th^ hoT 
upur of my naming you in my^anifh dif^ 
fertation ? .Strange, that you fliould thijak 
y©urf^lf poijfeffed of the ejcclufive right cf' 
gbuiing me about two counties, and fcnb? 
)>le b^des whatever you choofe abotJt me 
and my doings ; yet be fp violently angry 
9t my inaking margined notes on a 
work of yours, a^d dropping a char 
jradteriftic^ epithet on your pate, on ac- 
fxxwiX pf your adopting blindly ictfAe ab» 
furd orthographic notions \ Where the 
^evil, l^after mine, is your equity in this, 
proceeding I What claim h^ve you to b^ 
totally exempted from the law of reta-^ 
Itation ? . 

Thofe travels of mine, I find, by your ^ 
indufbry in noting down feveral fcorcs, or 
feveral millions, of errars and faults m, 
them, that they ftick curfedly in your 
gizzard, though they be now nearjy for- 
gotten hy all that read them iu ditkis HSs :> 

but- 
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)>u^ ijttle goody I thin^5 will you doypur^ 
felf, hy going to proclaim ^t Cfcarin^-i 
profs, or ^t the Rqyal-Exchange, that iq 
November the a5th, 1779 ; that is, long 
before the date of my marginal fwfes^ ^^ ^ 
f^Jinfibk friend of youris wrote yoii word^ 
^* that He had no gref^t opinion of me; 
f* that my travels through Spain are full 
!* ^errors ^nd mi/lakes; and that when ii| 
f * Italy, he had frequent opportunities of 
?* experiencing, how furprifingly fecond 
f* r^fte Italians are warped by prejudices 
?? againft the Oltramontdni.^^ 

I will not j Mr. John, fet about gueffing, 
who that fenfible friend of yours is, with 
whom you freely communicated your 
meagre conceptions about me and my 
works, at a time, that I never thought, or 
f ould think of your works, or of you, hav- 
ing feen you but once at a tavern, and ne- 
yer heard of your name before or after^ 
yntil I faw you again at Captain Crook- 
fhanks's. Sure I am, if I chofe, that I 
puld point my finger at thdX, fenfible friend j ' 
*^nd fay, ^ou art the many becaufe you 

have 
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have been fo iudifcrfeet (not tp fay wprfe)^ 
as to givi5 me fufficient hint? to jnake me 

guefs right. But, why ihoulci I guefs, and 
make a ftir about.it? I ba4 written a 
bookj^ and I had printed itt He ha4, of 
courfe, an undubitablc right tp tell you 
and ai>y othpr body, in his djiily converfa-* 
tion, pr in his letters^ whatever he thpught 
abput my bpok : and n9ne, but Tolon- 
drpn§, ivill ever deny gny, body the ex- 
ejrtipn pf fuch a right, whiqh is one 
pf the moft lawful, that rnen tan have. 
Flatter yourfelf not, however, that tha 
gentleman will be much obliged tp you for 
your fprgetting ypurfelf fo f^r^ as to givp 
the pubUp and me, that part of his letter to 
you, which ba^ now madp more thaiu one, 
matters of an opinion, that he intended yoy 
ihould keep tp yourfelf. ^r. Jphn Bpwle^ 
thou haft here play'd a (;rick tp thy Jenfiblf 
friend, that is not a pleafing triqk : andj 
as I am fond of ending difputes by wagers, 
I will lay thee a goofe to a gander, that if 
ever he reads thy letter to thy Dodor, h? 
reprobates fhee for a dangerpua coryefpPA- 
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deat, that wUl^ when feized by a mad fit, 
betray the fecret of his friends to any bo- 
dy, be the confequence what it will. But, 
to leave this matter to be adjufted between 
you and him, I will come to fay this, that, if 
I have not his good opinion^ I am fbrry for it ; 
and this is all, that I can fay on his firft 
paragraph : yet, with regard to my travels, 
1 will repeat it again, that, no doubt, I 
have committed, as he fays, errors and mif^ 
takes in them, through mifapprehenfion, 
or mifinformation ; not through wilful- 
iiefs, of which I do acquit myfelf 
with a good confcience. However, that 
my travels ^rt full of errors and miftakes, 
if he will permit me to fay it, I cannot 
agree with him quite, and will make fo 
free with him, as to tell him, khat his 
wordyi///, I take as a mere epiftolary word, 
that ran off his pen unawares, inftead of 
fome, few^ or any other monofyllable or 
difiy liable of a more gentle meaning. 

To inform him and you of the reafon I 
have for not entirely acquiefcing in his 
verdift, and for thinking fomewhat better 

of 


. of that Vrark df ihine* thaii ihc vrcri fuk 

cottxes to, I muft tell you and him a ftory^ 

or to fay better^ aii anecdote, that in all 

probability will delight you as much^ ad 

/ any you ever heard to the advantage of 

Doabr Johnfon, from the Sieur Bofwell^ 
or Squire Tyer. THe anecdote is aS fo^ 
loVirs* 

One day at Madrid, the fecond timp I 
was there, while I was at dinner at the 
young Count Rubion's, who was at thiat titae 
Sardinian Minifter there, a travelling berlia 
Hopt at his gate with d gentleman in it^ 
whofe fudden and unexped^ed appearance 
furfiriled and pleafed me much. *Twa8 
Count Scarnafis, I know not how many 
years embaffador from the court of Turin 
to that of Lifbon, who was returning 
home from his embafly . On his enters 
ing the dining-room, and after having 
gone through the ufual ceremonies on fuch 
occafions with Cdunt Rubion, he fpied 
me among his guefts, and prefently knew 
me, though we had not feen each other a 
good long while. " What ! old friend 

z Baretti ? 
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•* fiaretti ? Lo ! Here is thy bcx4c--'i''^<-^Qd 
drew it out of his great-coat-pocket——* 
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I have had it in my hands all along the 
^^ r<5aid from Lifbon here. I have croffed the 
towns thou haft croffed ; lodged at the 
inns thoti haft lodged ; fpofcen to many 
thou fpbkeflt to ; enquired after thy fup-^ 
^^ p6t at Tehas^ where thou didft Iplice thy 
^^ Englifh cake for Paolita and the othef 
'* dsftrccrs ; alked of T'ia Morena^ who ftill 
♦* lives at MeaxaraSj after thy feaft of the 
^^ quartilhs: in fliort, made it a point to 
^* ptobe thy veracity as a traveller to the 
^^ very bottom ; and the devil is in it^ but 
*' every fyUable thou haft written is true, 
^' as truth ^itfelf." I need not tell yoiit* 
good John, that the book Count Scarhafis 
produced, was the Account of my Travels 
in Italian, which fas you have obferved] is 
the fame I tranftated afterwards into Eng- 
li(h. Count Scarnafis after that day, has 
been in England as Envoy Extraordinary]; 
then went to Paris as Embaflador ; and tjiere 
he is ftilh . YoMxfenfibkfriendi I have fome 
hotiQi)} knows him ; and if he do^s not, 

he 


he may, by means of fonle ftiehd; erfdly 
come to the truth of this faft> in cafe be 
ihould doubt it^ which I ^m pretty Ciyiifi^ 
dent he will ndt. Btit youi Mr. John^ 
do you really thinks that I c^x now allow 
with a good confciencc of his epiftolilry 
word ful/^ as if it had been the produdlion^ 
not of epiftolary hurry, but of a long and 
fcrious examination ? Do you think, that, 
as you have ddne^ I muft fwallowit, as the 
Spaniards fay, a tragala perra ? Whip me, 
if I do, after fuch an un fought for and 
lipnourable teftimonial in n>y favour by a 
man of rank, dignity, and knowledge-! 
and, as to what your fenfible friend faid 
^houtfecond rate Italians, far from falling 
to loggerheads with him abqut it, as you 
«xpe£t, I will lay you another wager of a . 
turkey to a pigeon, that he is right, know- 
ing myfelf of my own knowledge, that 
'tven^r/i rate Italians ^vt Jurprijingly warped 
iy prejudices againft Foreigner's^ which is 
what he means hyOltramontam. But do yon 
crofs yourfelf at* that, Maftejr Jphn ? In* 
•deed, if you do, you know not as yet, that 

two 
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two and two make four I I can vouch, 
without the leaft fear of contradiction, 
that there are many 7%/?, fecond^ and third 
rate folks in Italy, as well as in any other 
country, futprifingly warped by prejudices 
againfl: all countries but their own t and God 
forbid I Ihould be fo fimple, on fuch a 
fcore, as to except the* Englifh. John 
Bull and I have been nioft intimate friends 
thefe many years, and 1 know enough of 
his prejudices and warpings I But, as they 
chiefly arife from his native fimplicity, I ^ 
do love him the better for them, efpecially 
as he happens to be quite right on a few 
important points, foolifhly contefted him 
by thofe prejudiced and warped Foreigners^ 
who have only met hi^n hi the fti'eets, or 
in St. George's-fields, when he happened 
to be fuddled. I will tell you more, Mr. 
Bowie, if you will liften. Do you know, 
that, under different appellatipns, there arc 
a great many branches of Mr. John Bull's • 
family fcattered in every country under 
the fun, of which every member has 
plenty of warpings and pre/iidices? But, who 

O cares 
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cares for the prejifdic/ss ajt;^d warp)i^§ pf. 
the Johh 3»Us p£ ^i^y country ? As fojr 
me, tQ tpjl yow my fecfcf, I make g^fne pf 
thexp all^ yhea I b.e^r them feriqiiifly t^ 
of their it^divi4ual ^nc} indubitable fupe- 
riority over each other, which f? tj^e tppiiC;^ 
whereon they are conftantly willing to exr 
patiate. And wby do J U^g\i^ at thep^ J 
IBecaufe that I Ipve the great yarieties this 
world exhibits^ which would prove toQ 
infipid without theip ; and becf ufe I haye 
long adopted as an irrefragable fruth th$ 
French faying^j that, mem w l^orn^rndk Uji 
if d(s bptpiites Gem. Forg^ iiot to in^dr^ 
of thefe my odd notions yo\xt Jfi^fiik p^ie^ 
if ever he conies again in yoqr w^y ; an^ 
next time you write to your piv^ixity.T 
* Poctor, give the vfprld a few of yoyr wifp 
remarks upon thefe~ fame odd notion^ q| 
mine. 

After having tried to malfie nie aOigiy 9i% 

yoffrJfnfiikFriend^ you awkwardly eiideavou): 

to foothe and ^ppeaie niib, by telling mfi of 

a very pretty thing faid of me by the ff^ 

pkqfit^ ^titboTj as you call him^^ tbc^ 

Nouvedu 
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Nouveaii Fityage en EJ^i^ne: but, for all 
this unufual piece of flattery, mihi oitun^ 
d&e not pqies^ palpum. That m>fi pleafing Au^ 
thor^ whom I know to be the AiH de ta 
Forte^ concerned once With laBaumelkin 
writing the Volteriana^ many people pre* 
tend, never was in Spain; but compiled 
his Noiweau Forage in Paris, out of minfe 
and other people's travels. Whether thii 
be true, or not, I cannot as yet affirm^ 
becaufe, is yet^ I have not read his Work* 
But, true, or not true; and I would not 
give a cofs-lettuce for the difference, I ani 
vaftly obliged to you for telling me, thit 
he allows me de P ^fprit: a gratuitous pre- 
fent, not frequently made to foreigners by 
the French, who, in general, keep fo faft 
/* ejprit to themfelves, and cpnfider it fo 
much as their fole property, that a poojf 
fellow bom oat of France muft congra- 
tulate himfelf as tranfcendently fortunate, 
when he obtains from any Monjieuir fb 
much of that pickle, as may pccaiioftatiy 
reiider a di(h palatable, when ferved at 
any table throughout thofe parM of the 

O % univerfe. 
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univcrfe, thit arc nOt included in his 
king*s donjinions. True it is, that the- 
pka/inng Author^ a little too Gallically, 
idenies truth to my Spanifh Travels : but, 
though I may irrelu6\antly fubinit to his 
ppinion, when he thinks, me a man of efprit^ 
1 admit not of his affertion, that I have 
not linked wit to truth throughout my work 
to the heft of my power : and, whatever 
he may fay about ^anjuez, I wifh ydu to 
tell him, next time you fee him, that my 
defcription of that place is as true^ as it is 
true your name is yohn, and your nick-^ 
name Tolondron. As to his affirming, that, 
both in England and France, there are 
finer fituations, than th^t of Aranjuezj I 
anfwer, that 'tis always a mere matter of 
opinion, whether this and that fpot is 
prettier, than this and that other fpot : 
and fo, Petbr . may prefer Ferfailks to 
Jiranjuezj Paul may prefer Aranjuez to 
Ferfailles^ zi\6, Andrew may prefer Wind^ 
for to both, without any of them com- 
mitting a mortal fin,~ and without in*^ 
juring the fnialleft leaf, that grows on 
, . ' - any 
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any of their numerous trees. However, 
I never faid, thztihejituation^of Aranjue% 
was a finer fituation^ than any in France, 

' or in England. I only defcribed the 
houfe and gardens in the moft exa<9: man-^ 
per I could : and, if Monfieur P Jbbi de la 
Porte has defcribed both better than my- 
felf, that only proves he has more efprit^ 
than I have : and you know, that I 
an^ not obliged in law,^ or in confcience, 
to have more efprit than a Frenchman. 
I will only remark, that the quotation 
added to the Frenchman's words by an^ 
other hand, is a knavifh quotation, be- 

. caufe the worthlefs dog, who piit that 
ferret to the Frenchman's cane, fup- 
preffedthe fecond half of my words, as it 
is his conftant method never to aft fairly : 
and you may poffibly give a guefs at the 
man that I mean, and whofe name I 
fupprefs. 

To put an end, if poffible, to your 
mighty fufs abopt my travels ^ now buried 
in the duft, I muft tell you another pretty 
ftory : a thing I am fond of doing, when 

O 3 1 talk 
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I talk to childrefij ot ta ta^ll folV^r tl^aC 
have cliiil(lij[5 iateliefts^ The ftpry |S asi 
fallows : 

Two> or three days after the pUrbUcaitioa 
of tho& fame Travels here in hot^doOt ^ 
bag' was kft far me with my LafixJ^^t . 
together with a (hort aote iu, Spani(hy 
whereia I was toW, that ** X>ona Pauia, 
*^ fent her compliments t;o me,^ and- that, 
*^ having found, by my A,ccount o^ Spaia* 
" that I dijfliked not the chocolate drank 
*' at her hpufe, when in Madrid, ihe made 
** free to fend me a few bolloSj etcetera :** 
and thofe few bolks filled that lanc^e bgg, 
whiqh v^as a bag of a very decent di- 
menfion^ 

You may well think, Mr. John, that^ 
on, receiving a prefent fo rudely made,. I 
pfefcntly wanted tq know, who this impo- 
fuig Do^a Pat4f was, that faucily dared 
_toperfonate her, whom I had left in the 
capital of Spain^ Aduated by thls.curio- 
fity, I itx. immediately ^bout irjquirin|j 
after her,, fully refokedj to findf ^er. pijt^ 
that I n»ig^t ihame h?r for her affuming 

the 
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the tiamfe' 6f dnothiet Lady, as I kfiew £oi 
fu!r6, tfeat Btifia P^k Wai not W Eng* 
latKf. After a' moft inqutfitive feirch, I 
fixecJ my fu<^i^i6n* upon Do« Frdncifcd de 
BJedifim^^ a worthy Knight of Santiagor^ 
who was died Secretary to the iSpaniih 
Eflibafly,' and wrote him word by Poi)oleriy 
v^ho Went o^ten t6 read Ifaliah witfh hiiti, 
tliat,* warititig feme explanations bf f6me . 
. j)jai3&ge* in the Bbok of Frai QerUnJUo^ 
which I did not- well' uhderftand; atid 

* 

having hfeard, that hci wi^s a maii' of Hte- 
raturS,- and an admirer of that bdbk, I 
begged of him he would pertnit me any 
morniflg to wait on i him, to fhfeW him 
thofe piaflages,, and learn of him their 
meanings; I>on Francifco prelentiy''aj)- 
plointdd thtf next morning for our . inter- 
view, and I waited on him accordingly ' 
with my bbak in my paW. While hfe Wab 
bufily eniployed in explainidg rtty real, or 
pretended difficulties, without the kaft 
fufpiciori of the trick I was nieditatirig; 
. diocolatfe was- brougKtf me, as I pxj)e£led ; 
' and at the" very firft iip t dxdaimed 

O 4 with 
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With a iigQificant (hake of the head: 
yefus^y queparecido ejle chocolate aide mfenora 
"Doha Paula ! Ob, how like is this chocolati 
" to that of Lady Paula'' ! Mai fuperchero^ 
faid he, with a hearty laugh, you have 
caught me m your trap ! But^ for all 
your Frai Gerundio^ and your roguery, I 
give you thanks in Dona Paulas name and 
mine^ for having dared to fpe^k honeftly 
of our country, which is. what no travel* 
writer has ever done before you. 

Having now been moft impertinently 
prolix about one of my performances, it 
would.be infufFerable to talk of the reft; 
which, ajong with that, you promife foon 
to butcher. But, before you fet about fo 
ufeful and meritorius a work, let me, 
good Dodlor Tolondron, humbly deprecate 
your wrath, by telling you ingenuoufly, 
that, whatever I have written in the long 
courfe of my life, was all done out of necef- 
ty, rather than choice. Having no houfes, 
no lands, no mioney in the ftocks, no annuity, 
110 filary, nothing in the world to livcf up* 
on^ as, prefently after the death of my 

father. 
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father^ I gamed awa5^ it Faito: the little hi . 
had left me, I was farced* to have re- 
courfe to my wits ; and thus turned au- 
thor in fpite of my teeth, to keep them, 
a-gcnng. .But, as. want was incelTantly 
pufliing and pufhiiig at my. back, what^i 
ever I fcribbled was always done in z 
moft confounded hurry : and it is a mira- 
cle, greater, I think, jthan any St. Antony 
ever m^de, how I came to get bread and 
cheefe,and now and then a beef flake, by my 
ill-chopt performances. Confcious of the 
numberlefs and fupreme faults and imper- 
fedtions of all- my poor doings that way, I 
wiQi now ; and, to my forrow, I wilh it in 
vain, thatevery page I ever fent to the prefs 
in Italy, or in England, were at bottom of 
the fea : and, by^the bye, I am pretty fure 
the time is not far, that you will likewiie 
form fome wifli or other very limilar to 
mine, with regard to your own performan- 
ces. After this declaration, drawn from 
the very core of my heart, I give you 
ihoft ample leave to niafTacre all my 
literary offspring, thefe prefent fpeeches 

not 
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nit 6ti6efMAt fat 4«j«act; tipmi ie^^ lifit, 

JdliA Btfwk, tihAXi fot (Me £rak or' iSAflkk^ 
jm tmy find <jtit 'm §ay one <Sf n!^ ^&fi^ 

f«venty-mo. Be f6iir ^gs^eity eYfjif fd* 

iileff t ; *h<J of lfhi«^I wHF laj^ jrbu a fliiVd" b*^ 
of 3? fiHet of veal- tdf 4 ^rfe-'6hopi I •% 
fidt thttS, Mr. Jfohti', with a- view to* checK 
your cagefnefs, or dbfti'uiJlyoar.diiigencicJ 
ill' your new ^r'^^ indetidkin^i btit, 
en- tfitf croiltralr^, to whiji arid fpiir ydti 
Grip, by prcfctltiug to your fancy probaBfe 
\io6ts of fiicfcieft. Ect mc, however, cau-> 
tibtf you, Mh Jbhit Bowie, if you write 
ytour new greaf Mdertaking m EngHfh^ t6 
db it in bener Engli'fli thait that of ybuf 
Lette*^ to \^e t)hitiity''i3(i£iory and better 
th^n that of your four filly fcfaps to il^r. 
(frb'an. I caution yoU lifeewife, with youi* 
gobd^ permifltoili to bring alfi 6r alinoft 
all-, your rtieanings in ybur text', weaning 
ytrtlrfelf of that riafty cuftonx of making 
ttie bottoitt* o^ your pages herfvifer thibrf 
thfck^tops,- by fixing to each of^herii tboTe 
V 4 pieces 
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pieces of tead, that you term mm andqua^ 
tatktffu In that letter of yours to your 
Dodofi though it Is but a £»lifli ihiU 
Ikig^paiBphle]^ y<» have izo le& thisus 
^jy-ejgki of thofb heavy fMotutmt ami 
mfei^ali nusnhegred-— 19. a, ^ 4,,*j^6awtL 
tft 58, and each ei»:k>&d in a pareo'the** 
lis, (t) (a) (3.). autd {o forthft as if they 
wexe\all cameos aud iutaglios, to be fet 
tb fo many rings^ of gold^ Forbear £> 
tolondric a manoeu^vre as much astpof«^ 
fihle,; for the reaibny^ that not one ia a 
hundred readers^, carea to be difturbed; 
by references, at bottom^ of the pages^ 
ivhile iji the exta^ of reading £uch £ah^ 
blime works, as, your Tolondronfhip. ha$^ 
produced,, and: may produce. Forbear like*^ 
wife,. If you czn^ that other loufy trkk 
of your mukit^di60u& See*s : Se^ AldretCiL 
See Nebrixa^ See Covarruvias, S^ Riba^* 
deneir^, Sfe the: Frufta, See the Travels;: 
Seei the Ge^tljeman^s Magazine, «9i^ the Gri-> 
tical Review, See the Monthly Review^ 
^eftihe Deyrl aodihis Dam! L woEuld>'by 
Dameaas have jou r«jea oireiy m^vhhia^ 


»o4 

See ixx the world : that is not my inten- 
tion. But, I take it to be a very ^reajt 
piece of impertinence, to be eternally 
plaguing people that read, with that fancy 
imperative See^ as if they had no other 
bufinefs kx the world, but to verify every 

tittle of your nonfenfe : bcfides that, it 
bespeaks ill-breeding to reproach a reader 
•in each page with his beggary, if he hap- 
pens to be one of thofe, that have not a 
duplicate of each book in your library. 
Try like wife to write your own thoughts 
in your own words, rather than copy 
words and thoughts ' from others, as you 
have fo often done hitherto : and, when- 
ever you fhall mention people, living peo- 
ple efpecially, fay of them what you think 
yourfelf, not what Falerius Maximus or 
Fabius Maximus^ or any other Maximus faid 
or thought ; becaufe it is my opinion, that 
none of thofe old gentlemen ever thought 
or faid much of you, of me, or of any 
other man living. 

To recommend fairnefs and candour in 
^ery thing you write, and beg of you 

to 
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to have always ftrift truth before your 
eyes, I know would be abfurd, as well 
as hopelefs. I might as well beg of you 
an addition ta my penfion out of your own 
income; and I know befides, that every 
writer cannot be poffeffed of every poflible 
perfe£lion. Some defideratum or other 
every writer is always in want of, that 
he never can attain, be his induftry 
ever fo vigorous, and his drudgery ever fo 
indefatigable. Truth, Jack, truth is the 
grand defideratum you will ever want in 
your literary performances^ if by your 
paft I may judge of your prefent doings : 
and on this point you are exaAly like me, 
that am capable of faying any things as yoUr 
have acutely obferved. However, flicking 
to truth is but a trifling accomplifliment : 
and you, pofleffed as you are, of many 
others of much greater magnitude and 
importance, you need not bluih at the 
wilful and conftant want of that : There- 
fore, the beft thing you can do, is to goon in 

4 

the old track, like a Spanifli mule, putting 
your dirty hoofs exadly in the fame 

hol$s, 
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holes, id which jou put them beifore# Re-- 
peat then 9 and without ftammering in the 
kaft, that, befides the already mentioned^ 
I have dolen half a dozen watches more^ 
and all of gold, though to your pofitire 
knowledge they be but of pinchbeck ; 
and to make people fwallow the afiertion 
eafiiy, fay, that I have related rayfelf the 
ftory in the hearing of half a dozen wor<^ 
thy gentlemen ; only taking care not to 
call any of them to witnefs your words^ 
for fear of contradiflion. , Say again and 
again, that I am an envious and malignant 
toady when I fet about, making mOrgmoL 
J^(^$,; though you may know for fiire, it 
is chance, that brings me tq make them 
for the inftruftidn of my young difciples, 
or for my own paftime. Say^ in a tone of 
fulmination, that I kno^w^ not a jot o£ any 
thing whatfoeveir, and never fhall; were 
I to fpend all niy future mornings at my 
defk, as I have cuftomarily done thefe 
many years, both in town and country, 
and as I actually do, until the maid, Or 
\ the belli calls tm ta diQner. Cry out »u« 

dacioufly^ 
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dacioufly, that I am a mere flattere/f a 
mere fy.Qpph^^ti a tnero par^fit^. to the 
great arid the rich, witnefs my paft and 
prefent opulence. In (hort, milky John, 
fay and repeat undauntedly, and without 
any balhful hefitation, whatever detraftion 
may fuggcft, and wickednefs can invent, 
with .the fole precaution of involving your 
abftrule meaniHjfs In myfterious words, 
and oracular phrafeology, for fear of acci- 
dents : and the Devil u ift yop, if in a 
fliort time yoij dp ppl; acquire as great a 
name, and as exteniive a reputation, as 
Zoilus, Heroftratus, Cartopche, or any 
other ful)lia^ genius, that ever fhone in 
an^^ie&t qkt modern times. By thus h^nd^ 
liog your pen with vigojir and vehemence, 
I w^irant you, Jack, that no man fliall 
ev^r be able ta b«at it off youit fingers 
W4th a fillip, though he were as flrong 
asL Bxojughtoa of xxxufcular menxoiy^ 


TOLON 


TOLONDRON. 


SPEECH THE PIGHTH. 


Cmfiado en que es rkoy 

ifo h& cmde en que es borrico^ 


Thorrico de pt^anzaj 

Coma aquelde Sancbo Panzam 


Cervantes* 


Baretti. 


IF my memory fails me not, you have 
averred in one .of our preceding inter- 
locutionsy that my Italian fuits not at all 
your refined tafte, and you have given 
befides your Divinity-Do<3:or repeated 
hints, of your having a ftpck of that lan- 
guage at home, not only fuffictent to qua- 
lify you for a Critic in it ; but even to 
make you produce, fpick and fpan upon 
any fudden call, a five-fhiUing book, or^ 
at the very leaft, a nice eighteen- penny- 
pamphlet, 
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l^ampblet, whatever fome folks may tliink^ 
who are, , as yet, not fo fully acquainted 
as yourfelf, with the dimenfions of your 
Italian. fcientlHcalnefs : and^ as it happens^ 
that the good PodorJs quite a ftranger to, 
the modern tongues^ what can he do elfe^ 
but nod affent iand confent to your hints^ 
irxd admit of your laverraiionsy as perfedly 

unexceptionable ? How can he anfwer youj 
in the words of out bonny Don Miguel^ 


Puh cfifria de lo que igmras 
S^ieres moftrarte maefiro ? 


*■ ( 


and how can he repeit to your face with a 
vigorous tone of voice, that energetic line 
of my Luigi Pu/dj 


f 


lo mn il cfed€fre\JiufoJJt il Credo I 


Wh^ther^ or no^ the Doflor gobbles 
down vwhatever you tell him of youffelf 
and of your great knowledge of Italian, I 
xnuft fay it again, that, as to me, to pin 
my iaitb upon any thing you aver^ is 

P what 
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what I fhall tiever do on a fiiU gaUop^ were 
I even the owner of Mr. Kelly*s beft racc- 
horfeSy maugre the hi^ opinion I have 
and entertain of your unmatchable vera-- 
city. Such are the times we live in^ (as 
my good Gammer ufed to hy) that eafy 
believers are too often taken in by yonc 
averring gentry, and we want now»3*day^ 
accurately to fpell their eyes and read their 
phiz,, before we credit any thing they 
4nw. For this, and other reafons, well 
known to mylelf, which I think indecent 
to give here, ;as I fhould prove more pro* 
lix^ than a gentleman ought to be ; and 
without prefuming to prcfcribe the obfer- 
vation of my rules to others ; I do proteft 
in due form, that I will never fwerve from 
that, which I have laid down for myfelf, 
of never buying any of my Jack's overran 
tions^ were he even willing to part with 
them at the low price of ten for an apple* 
fritter, as I know of no drug To bad and 
fb ufelefs in this wide world, as thofe hi« 
mferrations^ though they are^ fbpcietiiqee asr 
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jbigt as tiie W4teir*mei^§ at Piftya, and 
wher parts of Tufcany. 

A^uated by fuch a rule^ I tniajft frankly 
tell yoQ, "Mxi Johh Bowie, that though 
3rou^ knowledge of the Italian Tongue 
were as extexl^ve m breadth and in lengthy 
as the Campagm di Roma, the rcty firji 
fpecinun you have giveii mankind of it^ wai 
but a fdrubby fpeeimen upon my honour! 
It was by great chance^ that I difcoveifed 
k in a dark nook of your letter to the 
Podlor^ fhrtinken up into fo fhort a line^ 
ihat it does not exceed ^^^ wofds^ mono-^ 
iyllablesi diiTyllables^ and polyiyllables in* 
eluded: yet, though contracted to fo dimi- 
nutive a (i^e, I will venture to aver in my 
turn, that, in the compofing of it, you. 
have committed no lefs than three errors 
gramfMticalf and ofie idiomatical over and 
above : and you miift, or ought, to owii 
and acknowledge with much compuhftion 
of heart to the whole congregation, that 
three errors of grammar^ and one had sdiom, 
are rather too much, than too little, for A 
pygmy- Une, -that confifts only 0S /even 
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wordsy whicht taken m the lump, rad 
fcarce number twelve Jyllabks. .. Do not 
give way toa"qualm, mj; good Tolondron,^ 
when you 00916, .as F b(^e»^^ti, will, to, 
read thiS' .'dverlaiion o£'^^^#r and take^ 
care, aboi^fe all'Hiings, not 16 grow angry, 
at it ; as anger ligiiifies juft nothing at all^ 
in fuch piteous cafes as this : but, like a 
wife man as you are, make virtue of ne- 
ceffity; that is, make your profit of what 
lam going to remark upon your Speci- 
men ; no matter if it proves by the way, 
that you are as great a CogUonaccio in Ita- 
lian, as you are a ^alondron in Spanifli ; 

and no' matter ntfither, if it demonftrates 

• * 

undeniably, that the bulbs, you have imr 
ported ;from Italy, are not yet ready to Ihoo.t 
forth into five-fhillings-hyacinths, . and 
eigbteen-penny-jonquilles, on account of 
that horrid winter, that makes your intel- 
IciShial garden look more like the territory 
pi'Gumca'FMica in the Audience of ^iip^ 
than like the environs of the Concepdon in 
that of Chile : and go you to read, th? 
works of Dm George Jtwt and his travel- 
•: . lin^ 
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ling companion, if you will get at the 
marrow of my cofnparifons, fimilies, and 
allufions, as I am. in a hurry to come to 
the matter in hand without any further 

• ' ♦ • * • 

prefacing. .,,..- 

You wanted theA'^p'Tay of. aft Italian 
pickpocket/ ^iS^i^ *^ -Jtok' 'hlif friend's ^-ivatch^ 
as you exprefled it with thefe very words 
in Englifh : and, had you ftopt (hort there, 
I fhould have nothing to fay to your fo 
faying, and the matter would be foon 
over, by only calling ypur pickpocket a 
fad dog, though a countryman of mme/ 
But the Devil, that owes you more than 
one grudge, ternpted you to go beyond. 

your depth, iand made ydu^ traiiikte your' 

__ ' » • * 

icrap of Englifti into Italian thus : chc 
fur ova tl oriuolo del fuo amlco ; and this is * 
what one may call a divilifli bad tranfla- 
tion ; for, inftead oi fur(Foa^ you ought in 
grammar to have faidy^r^, becaufe y«r^*i;^ 
does not mean fioky which indicates an 
abfolute afti but means was Jieallng^K 
which denotes a progreffive adt; and "an* 
abfolute a£l was what you wanted to ex*» 
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prefs in Italian^ as, by that word^ilf^ 
you h^d exprefied it iii Engliih : pl^afe 
then to granf I that, yqur M^mgfyrava for 
^/ifro, and much jgpod may it do youy-T-rrr 
was a fplecifm.Tr-Then the article il is ne- 
ver in our grammar placed before any nour^ 
(no matter whe^iher fubftantiye or adjec- 
tive) that begins with a vowej, Read over 
^gain each one of yoyxrfevm and tix^tnty^ Itar 
]^an books, all quoted in your Comenio^ 
a,lQng with all thofe, that Ftmtanini^ and hi$ 
fiorreftQr Jlpojioh Zeno^ h^ve noted down 
in their catialqgues of Italia^ bqqks : and | 
ivill fiibmit to have tny few remaining 
grinders to be drawn by any tqbacfQnift,^ 
cheefesmonger, pr ratrcatchpr of your ac- 
quaintanc9| if yqu fi^d onfy ot^f^ in any one 
pf theiQt the articJ€^ U plaqed before any 
ndun that begins with a ypwel^ as oriuoh 
dpes.^ OqrgrammaT) when the article is 
'wanted before fuch naunst bids us to ufe 
the article h^ fometimes abbreviated^, fome-? 
times not : and this i? 4 r«^ never to be 
trmfgrejedi nor ever was it, indeed, ever 
fince .the times of^Ouitton d!Are&%o^ Co t}ie 
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pre&nt daj^ wbieh takes ifi a fp^ce of 
about five cejutyrka. An Italian ear re-^ 
jfeSs the harfli found of S ortualo, il amore^ 
ileffato^ il unherjQi ti Jic de eater is i there* 
fore you ought to have fakl T orhido^ an ab- 
fcrreviation of lo oriuolo ; and, by fo doing, 
you would have avoided your feeond fole* 
cifm. Do you grant this. Jack ?— Then^ 
the genitive does not follow the accufative 
Qi the vtth furare^ which requires a da-^ 
tive: fo that, iaftead of ^/, prepofed to thd 
pofleffive pronoun ^(?, you ought to have 
prepofed al^ which would ^ have kept you 
from breaking the knee-pan of your Italian 
leg, as you tumbled upon this your third 
folecifm.--*Then, the pronoun ^/i«^ is wuditH 
maticalj as well as ^ fuperfluous ii> yoi*r 
|>hra{e, befides that it difguiis the ear, qx% 
account of the Ua^ius caufed by the meeting . 
of the oifua^ and the of amico.r^YQ\i 
dugbrt, tb^irefore, to have tran^ted your 
S^liih pygmy^line grammatically and 
idiomatically thus : che furh F ariuob dP 
tam&i \ ^ tranflatipii fo ezfy aiid obvious^ 
ih^t nobody p but z. Coglhrntfcio like you, 
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could have mii!^d,' Let me add ro all thls^ 
th?it, if you had even tranflate4 your Engf 
Ji(h pygmy-line iq the grammatical and 
idiomatical manner 1 haye done, ftill yon 
would not have proved ^ gfeat conjurer, as 
our verb yLfr<frr^ Ijelongs to our poetry, npt 
to our profe, becaufe it has an^^ntiquar 
ted and Latin look. 5ut let m^ not be toq 
nice with fych a Tqlondro^i as ypu^ an4 
allow, for fhortnefs;fake, of the verb you 
employed, though that of rubare had been 
the proper verb in your cafe. And now 
-r. — r-.doWn on yqur marrow-bones, yoq 
great STi/ and Drqn^ an4 humbly thank me 
for iny gracipus condefcenfipq in ftpoping fp 
low, ^s to give ^Tol-ro-lol like you fp long^ 
fo perfpicuous, andfo ufefulaleflbnoflta* 
lian; andcQjifpfs without any delay, and \\\ 
an audibly tone^ to the .whole congregation^ 
that aU your pafl vaunting of Italian knoWr. 
ledge, waa nothing but an impudent flxam, 
nothing but - arorant import u?fe, nothiiig 
but a mountebank's bragging ; and that 
you know little more of it, thani an Italian 

Qimerro ; as you yourfclf have here proved 
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beyond all poffibfllty of negation, that 
you have not y^t attained the firft. rudi^ 
ments x)( pur grammar, and the lirfl: ideas 
of our idiom^ though you have been plod*^ 
ding and plodding a conftderable. part of 
your life at yo^xfeven and twenty books, 
pomp^lPy ^numerated in your foolifli Ce- 
mento. 

Very large is likewife the quantity of 
Italian yerfes and bits of ItaUan profe, 
transported in that, foolifli Comento from 
yonr fevcff and tiventy Italian books; the 
greateft part fo wretchedly fpoilt in the 
tranfpQrtafion, that, wefe the iQcklcfs fa- . 
IJiers of thpfe verfes and profes (par- 
don me this plural) to fee them again^ 
I queftion whether they would know their 
refpeftiye children, fo rife are their errorsi 
there, becaufe you have lopped a letter or 
a fylla^le from ^ word, added one to 
another, mifplaccd or omitted this and 
(hat accent, and punctuated every thing 
throughout with fuch a want of lkill„ that a 
country-booby, juft come to toWn to com^ 
m^nce carpenter or cobler, could not have 
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done worfc. And ftall I tdl you, that» 
in the four lines out of Ariofto, quoted in 
the 25tb page of your Letter^ you have 
committed no lefs, than ibn ims of ortho^ 
graphy? Never did I fret artd fume fb 
much in all my born days^ as when I 
found fo large a quantity of my.unfortu* 
tunate native language fo intolerably mtan* 
gled and mutilated in your foolifli Comento ! 
Nay, to reveal to you one of my impor- 
tant fecrets, many a time have I been moft 
liberal of ftrange epithets to Mr* Com« 
mentator, while looking at that curfed 
farrago of quotations, niade there by him, 
for the fole fake of looking very grand in 
his character of Italianift« Exped not 
however, that I will fet about proving my 
avirrations on this- head, with a iingle eix-^ 
ample out of the curfed faiirago ; becauia 
a pretty large number of thofe errors I 
have pointed out to my difciples, while I 
was reading Don Quixote with them^ and 
noted innumerable in the fpacious margins 
of your edition, which is enough for me ; 

And, if it fhould not be enough for you, 
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M9&9* J^lk* you ^ have but to feed any 
bo4y JQU chufe, to look at thofe my mar* 
jginal notes my 4ay in th? iQorning, front 
Un tiU thre^x during three months aftea^ 
the puhUcation of the(e (heets, as thi^, 
and no more» i^ what I can do, towards 
fiuring you of your dropfical vanity about 
Italian, if the above corjreSion of your £xft 
ipecimen proves ineiikacious. I ara not 
if> unikilful an apothecary neither^ a? to 
, puke my £ngl|(h readers with an accountA 
that would prove ufelefs^ of the IttliAti 
profe an4 yerfe you have chopped and dif* 
figured in your Comments No Englifli 
.fcader, \ivit what has already had patienet^ 
^noughi if he ^a? read alU that I have 
been writing, down to this crofs, that I 
make here + ; and^ were I to pefter , 
him with 4n errata as long as Bond-ftreet^ , 
fure am J, that he would fling my fpccches 
into the fire, with a curfe a-piece to you 
and nie; and that is what I will avoid, if 
1 can^ that you and I may never have any 
thing in cdmmon . Errata^or no errata, ceafe 
foxL great ir®lQndron> to wrefUe with me 

on 
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bn account of the language if?- ttaljj as 
you (hall certainly get nothin^> ttitr-iaUs 
upoa falls, and ovferthrows ^^pon ii^ver^ 
throws, You4cnow the m^hihg ormany 
Italian words^ efpecially when you refrefh "^ 
your memory by recurring every minute 
io my Dictionary : but, without it, a-' 
grouind you are, as fure as a gun. Were 
you however tb get that my Dictionary 
^s well by heart, as the Carmelite Nuns 
f have the Ave Maria^ ftill it would be to 

too purpofe, as you have not, nor ever ^ * 
will havej tb* dexterity of mind, that is 
required,' to put words of Italian, or of 
any other foreign language, tight toge^ 
th'er, totally deprived, as you are, of that 
natural muficalnefs of ear, .that makfes 
people diftinguifti in a twinklie,.the nlght-- 
ingale and the fky- lark from the bivl and 
the cuckoo/' T:o end this matter at once, 
and to fhew ydu : that! xan. talk as, big )as 
you, and bigger fiihfeii.I am. behind: the 
parapet of reafon, 1 cfommand thee, . J?ick 
Tolondron tolondroniffimp, in the narhe 
pf the Academy Delia Cruf 00, to believe 
[ i.. fo^r 
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for the future, that in pomt of Italiaixi h 
am an elephant, a rhinoceros^ .when com-^ 
pared to thee, poor cock- chafer and dutig-n 
beetle, that thou art ! Arid fo, dare no- 
more to plague me with thy, quackifli talk' 
about Italian, \vhereof thou knoweft lit-i 
tie more, than J could teach ^ parrot in a 
tWelve-month, Were my Di<Stionary once 
taken from thee, and fairly flung down a 
hole in thy back-yard, th^t I will not 
name* . 

Ydu give yourfelf likewife very great 
airs, Mon/ieur de ^olondron^ with refpedt to 
French, and want to make your neigh- 
bours in the country believe, that you can 
even cope with ah Ablgncourt and a Vauge^ 
lau To obtain this end, you quote, cL tort 
et, d travers^ French verfes and French 
profe, and give your opinion of French 
authors with as much audacity,, as if you - 
had been heir at law to MeJJieurs Baillet and 
Boikau Defpreaux. Fine doings thefe, mon * 
cher Marquis de la Ttolondronkrel but, by 
great goodluck, you never as yet honoured 
us with the hzH petit morceau of French, 

out 
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out of tl^at muchi that you have been At4 
▼ottfing thfffe many years : No ; we hare, 
a$ yetf not Te^ the leaft petite fria^e of 
your own cookery, though, for what I 
know^you may be as good a Cui^mer as the 
Sieur Martialo of nice-roafting memory : 
and, ib far, k Baron de ^olondrognac is as 
fafe, as an efcargot in his winter- (hell* 
Gueffing however at the deepnefs of youf 
fldll this way, by the blunders you com-* 
mitted in copying the French you have 
quoted here and there ; and, what is ftill a 
furer plummet, by the general and uni- 
form tenour of your dulncfs and tolondro-* 
nery, when you hold forth on the fubjed 
of languages ; I have reafon i^foifon to fuf- 
pe6t, that you are a$ yet far from being a 
Noflradamus in that language, and Juft a^ 
fit, as a Lithuanian Bear, to fkip a fprightly 
Cotillon^ or pace a graceful ^Atmable Vatn-^ 
queur^^ which is an undertakings pleafe your 
Tolondronfliip, that mufl be left to yout 
charming Englilh MiflTes, who have not 
* an ounce of Bear's fat about their nimble 
bodies^j not to you, that have fo many 
' . pounds. 
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j^unds. Belie hie, notwithftanding, if 
you dare, and write and print but one 
pigmy-line of French, as you have done of 
Italian : and Iwill prefently let you know, 
Jlampedeinunot whether you are fufficiently 
frtfe et poudri^ for to go and hold converfe 
at Paris au Cqffi de Procope^ or only quali- 
iied to be a waiter ^ r Hotel de Port-Mabon 
dans la Rue Jacob. 

But, in your opinion,, your fort is 
Spanifh : and it h when you talk of 3pa« 
ni(h, that you vault, and leap, and curvet, 
and prance, and kick, and neigh, like a 
frilky colt en, las dehejfas de Anddlucia ; 
Anglice, in the launds ofAndaluJial It is when 
you are in Spain, that you cry out with a 
joyful exultation : Mire la mofqueteriaj como 
him bago my fapill *^ See^ ye Gods above^ 
what a clever fellow I anC^ ! — ^It is there^ 
Jack, that the Fandangos — 

Stop, flop, Domine Baretti ! ftop a mo^ 

ment, and recolle£t yourfelf ! Can't we be 

calm, and talk like men of fenfe, with* 

out fufiering ourfelves to be^un away with, 

,by filly antipathies, and ridiculous animo* 

lities ! 
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fitie3 ! You, Barcttij who havfe l<5ng. piqued 
yourfclf on your unbiaffed uprightnefs and 
abfolute candour^ whenever you have fet 
about criticifing, or cenfuring, ' any body's 
works, (which, by the bye, is what I 
never did in writing, but when my indig- 
nation was raifed to the higheft pitch) will 
yoUy Signior^ fo far debafe your charafter, 
as to infift, that John Bowie has no know*, 
kdge at all of the Spanifh Tongue ? Will 
you do as he does, that cuts you down at 
pnce with the greateft effrontery, and 
ajfures and avers^ that you know nothing at 
all of this, nothing at all of that, nothing 
at all of t'other thing ? 

No, no, John ! Baretti will never be 
like you in any one thing, if the grace of 
God fails him not ! Never will I fpeak of 
friend or foe, when put to it, contrary to 
what I really think, were I to live upon 
nothing, but brown bread and mufty ba- 
con the years of Methufelah. Never will 
I liften to paffion when reafon fpeaks* 
No, never, as long as I fee God's light. I 
fay therefore of your Spanifti, as of your 
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French and Italian, that you know many 
and n^any words, poflibly (within ten or 
twelve) all^ the words in Doii Quixote, 
elpecially when your Dldlionaries are fpread 
open before you : but, granting you thus ' 
much is not at. all allowing, , that you 
know the Spanifli Tongue. To know 
many words, and to know a language, are * 
two different things, though the fecond 
requires the firft, " The nice craft of cloth- 
ing your thoughts with Spanifli words and 
phrafes, in which the knowledge of a 
Tongue confifls ; the Spanish gracias 
and ' chijles^ the Spanifli donatres an 1 
falnetes y the Spanifli primor and gracgo : in 
ftiort,the trOe and genuine Spanifli modes of 
expreffion are to you impenetrable barruecos 
and matorraleSy and will be as long as you 
breathe/ The great fecret of indolem frugum 
et Hifpana femina confervare^ you never could 
learn, and never will, were you to fag 
twenty yean longer a^out Aldrete^ Qovanu^ 
vias, Nebrixa^ Ribadeneiray the Academicians' 
Di^ionary^ and your other Spanifli books, - 
with thofe to bopt, that are regiftere'U in 
the Biblioteca EJpanolaof Don Nicolas Antonio. 

Q Nature 
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Nature hus given you a mind of portland- 
^one ; and the Cajlellano cq/ii%o you will 
know as fbon as you will the Malabarlc 
and the. Chinefe. Your ridiculous Com* 
mmt, and your moft foolifli Preface to it, 
arc irrefragable proofs of my affirmation ; 
leaving afide the beggarly poverty of your 
thoughts and ideas in that Preface, and the 
mifcrablc mifery of your method in impin- 
guating that Comment (fubjeAs^ that 
would have yielded fpontaneoufly luxuriant 
crops of thoughts and ideas to any other 
man), and confidering only the manner, in 
which you exprefled your few; and loufy 
conceptions, it is fcarce poflible to keep 
'•from growing peevifti, and abftain from 
fcolding, as fome ladies will do at tim^s, 
on feeing thpir fineft china broken at once 
by the awkward elbow of their chamber- 
maids. Your Spaniih is worfe than that 
of the Bifcayan Groom, who fell by the 
y powerful arm of Don Quixote; as the 

Groom had a qieaning in his broken Spa* 
nifh, which is what you fcarce ever have 
in yours. Your Spanifh ij a hodge-podge 

of 
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of ^ofds, that nrevdr before faw each 6thet 
fo datnnably ftewed tdgcthei*. No gracm- 

mar, no idiom, nothitig at all, or (fer fa/ 
better) nothitig, but a Hfottehtot-mels, 
that no Spanifh efbphagus could fwallow 4 
fpoonfol of, without vomiting the bowds. 
But, again 1-^How Can I, without puf- 
fing my reader out of all patience, prefent 
to his; eyes the fVinted limbs, the diftorted 
gait, the clumfy attitudes of your monkey- 
periods ! I know you will fay, that this i$ 
pure inveftive, the failgtrage df^mdignity, 
a mere effufiotn of ill-wirf, oil account of 
the villainous Falfehoods you h*ve told of 
me in your daily converfe, in your epif- 
tolary corr'eipondence with more than one, 
in your Letter to the Divinity- Dodlor, and* 
in your four fcrjtps to Mr. Urban. No,. no, 
l&r. John BovWe ! You deceive yourfelf* 
1 am not like you in any thing ! I never 
fay of ffiend or foe, but what I think; 
and I fay it, when violently urged to it, 
As I am now. Were you my bofbm- 
friend, my panegyrift, my flatterer ; as 
obfervant of me, as any fpaniel of his 

Q^a mafter's 
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mafter^s nod, ftill I would honeftly 
tell you, that your Spauifli is a damn- 
ed Spanifh, in cafe you fliould afk my 
opinion of it with- afFeftionate impor- 
tunity. No, Mr. Bowie, and no again I 
On the odd fuppofition you were my beft 
friend, never would I put it in your power 
to fay, that Baretri approves of your Spa- ' 
nifh. After having read your Preface, I 
would I'ather be cut into quarters, and 
broiled oh a green -wood- fire by a New- 
Zealand cannibal, than give my fanftion 
to your Spanifli, if aflced my opinion in 

earneft by my fuppofed friend Bowie : 

• 

and you may well exped, that, having 
now taken into your filly numlkuU to fhow 
yourfelf my foe, I will, whenever occa? 
fion (hall offer, tell you and every body 
clfe, and without any gag^ what I think 
of you and your Spanifh. You ftiH infift 
upon my proving what I advance : but 
you infift in vain ; and, were you twice 
as Demofthenical,as Janotus de Bragmardo^ 
that obtained »the reflitution of the bells 
from Gargantua by the irrefiftible force of 
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his unmatchable oration, never could you 
perfuade me to fet about doing fuch a 
thing; befides, that the nature of the fub- 
jedl fcarcel/ admits of proofs one way, or 
the other^ without embarking on an At- 
lantic of difcuffions, to no other purpofe 
at laft, but to difcover a dreary continent, 
of which the foil has produced nothing 
thefe twenty years ^ but weeds, and vetches, 
and tares, and burs, and docks, and papa- 
verous flowers, of no ufe in any thing 
to ' any body alive or dead. Take me a 
reader pf fpirit and tafte, to fuch a promif- 
ing lan3, if you dare !' Pox on your Pre- 
face ! It is no more feafible for you to 
prove it good, thah for me to prove it 
bad ! Neither can be done without blot* 
ting fb many reams, as to make the tax on 
paper the moft productive of all. taxes. 
What expedient fliall we then contrive, 
to fettle this .mighty affair between us ? . 
Let us come to a compromife, Mr, Bowie, 
and let us choofe an umpire. Go you 
yourfelf to theSpanifh ambaflador's houfe, 
and alk for any of his people, no matter 

(^K^ whether 


whether the fecretary^ thp chaplain, the 
butler, or the cook. You will ealily find 
accefs to any of them : an(l thp firft 04 
whom you lijght will prove fo obliging, 
as to hear what you have to fay. I know 
the Spaniards better than you, and I caij 
!;ell you, that they are polife and obliging, 
ninety- ni^e in a hundred. With your 
Preface in your left hand, and your broad 
beaver in the right, (or the jreverfe if you 
choofe) acquaint with your erraqd whom 
you meet firft. by telling him, that 
*' there is gi perfon, whp wants to know, 
'* whether the contents of that paper (quo^ 
'* tations exclpded) are exprefled in Spa^ 
*' ni(h or not, and beg of hiqi to give you 
" in writiiig, a declaration of his opiijion, 
*^ no matter whether for or againft," 

r: — ', Should fuch a declaration 

prove in your favour, I promife you that 
I will knock under, and prefently give 
' you another with my name affixed to it, 
that, as to Spanifh, and anything ejfjb yo\j 
pleafe, I am nothing, but a falfe pf etendjer, 
an impofing quack, a tojondron, m afs 

from 
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ftom head to taiU^whatfever any body may 
allege to the contrary.— But, on the other 
hand, ihould the declaration go againft 
you, what will you forfeit ? A rump and 
dozen ? No ; becaufe I will, eat and drink 
no more with you, as, haying done fo 
twice, is more than enough. Will you for- 
feit your Aldrete ? Your Nebrixa ? Your 
Covarruvias ? Your Ribadeneira ? That 
you will think too great a ftakc againft 
fo trifling a thing as my literary reputa- 
tion ; though it had been greatly better 
for you, never to have feen their covers, 
for 'the good that they ' have done you* 
Well ! forfeit but a tefter, to be given in 
alms to the-firft beggar in your parifli you 
meet, to make him flare at your liberality. 
Can I propofe fairer conditions ? But, 
hold ! There is your fcnfibk friend, who 
knows Spam(h, as you have hinted : there 
is Baron Dillon, to whom Captain Crook- 
(hanks adVifed you to go, becaufe he 
fpeaks Spaniih fluently ; and there is the 
Honourable Perfon, vrho^ke of your Prologo 
in terms of approhgtion, as you aflirmed to 
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the fame Captain Crookflianks. Send me 
a declaration from any one of the three in 
your favour, and you Ihall have mine 
forthwith in the above conformity, and 
without an hour's delay, with my full 
confent to publifli it in the daily papers, 
or, in any magazine you fhall pleafe, at my 
own expence, to reconcile the accumula- 
tion of. your new " honours with your 
habitual parfimony. 

But your Preface, andmy having nam* 
ed here Captain ^Crookfhanks, put me in 
mind, that I have a few words to fay to 
the reader in his behalf, as you have jbin- 
ed him to' me in your filly letter to the 
Divinity^ Doftor. 

Who is then Captain Crooklhanks ? Is 
he a man of literature ? Is he a linguift ? 
Is he one of your fcribbling gentjTy ? An 
Editor ? A Commentator ? A Prologo- 
monger ? 

Nothing of all this, you peremptory 
interrogator ! He is a refpeftable gentle- 
man, ten years older than myfelf, A^ho am 
nearer fevenly than fixty ; a man that * 

reads 


^E.^aMaw**'**'''**' 


[^33 

reads for his amufeifoent ; a man that 
knows nlore of French a great deal than 
of Latin ; and a man, that has read many 
times over in the original, both Don ^Ixote, 
and the Nove/as Exemplares : yet of no pre- 
tention s at all in the Spanifh language^ 
and many leagues far from affuring, that • 
he can fluently re^d the poetry of Don 
Luis de Gongora^ or any other Spanifh 
poetry. As to his other qualifications, he 
is a true JBritifh tar, that fpeaks his mind 
roundly, and without mincing matters j 
loves a good joke as well as a cheering 
cup ; and, pl^afe your honours, would 
alfo love a pretty la{s, if the profound 
refpeft, due to his own white hair, and 
to a few wrinkles on each fide of his fac? ., 
'tween his eyes and his'tetoples, did not 
abfolutely forbid any thing of that there 
kind : nay, if you are all unanimous in 
the defire of knowing him as well as I do 
myfelf, he has, every day in the week, 
a better dinner than Don Quixote had 
son Sunday^,, prefers Welch mutton to 
Lancaftiire 'mutton, eats his becf-fteaks 

with 
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with chaiotte, drinks two diflies of (IroDg; 
coflFee after his afternoon-nap, and was but 
t*other day cheapening a forty pounds 
horfe for his own riding. 

Bat, what brings him this way, and 
what has he to do with Mr. Bowie, or 
Tolondron, as you call hina ? 

PocoapocOj Mr. Peremptory, fay I in my 
own lingo, which does not mean hocus pocm\^ 
as a merry Gloucefter-gentleman of rhy ac- 
quaintance explained it toother day ; but 
itieans tout doucementm French ; and is tanta- 
mount to^/r tf«^y&//inEngUlh. If you will 
but have half an ounce of patience, and let 
tne fpeak in my turn, you ihall know 
every thing, from the toaft-head down to 
ihe kelfori. 

Did I not hint to you, yefterday abovs- 
ftairs, that cur Mr, Bowie has written a 
letter to a Divinity- Do£tor (probably an 
ideal doctor) about the e^ftracrdinary cm" 
JuS ef th$ Knight of the I'en Stars j and bis 
Italian Ef quire f L am fure 1 told it you 
yeflerday, or the day before, in the 
drawing-room, or the loom adjoining. 
• Now, 
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Now, my good Sir. you muft know^ 
that, by tbe Knight of the "Ten St^s, Mr. 
3owk m^m Captain Crookihanks ; and^ 
by bis Italian Mfquire, means your moft 
obedient. Why the Tolotxdron has thus 
jiidc-named us, he may tell m his next 
Comento ; as ia the fanxe letter to his Doc-* 
tor, this enigma is not deciphered, nor 
one word faid about Knights, about Stars, 
pr about Efquires, that may lead any body 
to the difcovery of the abftrufe meaning of 
the two appellations beftowed upon us in 
the title-page. Son(ie conceit d la Tolon-* 
dronne^ there is no doubt of that : but, 
what it i?, 1 know juft as well as your- 
(elf. Bethofeappellations very witty, or 
very ftupid, with a meaning, or without 
a meaning, I would not, for half a crown, 
fet' about to unriddle riddles, efpecially a 
ToJondron's riddles. Youfec then, my 
deaf^ that Captain Crookfhanks has aa 
much to do here as Spadille at quadrille, 
^nd Pam at l,oo : and the following ftory 
will tell you the cogent reafon I had for 
taking him by the hand, and respectfully 

prefenting 
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prefenting him coram Patrum Cohfcriptorwn 
maxim^ colendo timekdoque Confe/fu^; that' is, 
before a glub of EngU(h Reviewers, ready 
to broil me upon the gridiron of criticifm, 
quo J Calum ifoertat I '/ 

^ The Captain, in the days of yore, has 
been, an intimate friend to our tolondronic 
hero; and being, as I faid, none of ydur 
alembick-crities in Spanifli, and' hearing 

, Mr. Bowie inceflantly dcfcant on his owii 
great (kill in that tongue ; and finding 
that the maii could talk glibly about Don 
Quixote and Sancho ; and moreover^ that 
pow and then he could fecal the meaning 
of a Spaniflj -word, that had run away 
from his capitanick memory ; the Cap- 

- tain, 1 fay, took it for granted, that Mr* 
Bowie was as good an Hifpanift as any 
marinero viejo^ or old Jailor^ that ever put 
on trowfers in the good (hip Santa Maria 
de los Milagro^l and could find his way, 
ifdefired, through the Zahurda de_PIuton, 
not very topographically defcribed by 
the whimlical ^evedo .--^ And Zahurda de 
Pluton means no more, than PJuto's Hogjiy ; 

and 
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and Pluto is the god m the kitchen belovr, 
very well known to thofe Eton-boys, that 
have ^ plunged deep into the waters of 
mythology, and carefully read the Gradus 
ad Parnqffum, Mr. Ward's Pantheon^ or the 
Abbe Roberter s Dieuxdes ancjens Grecs^ tran- 
flated into Englifli, I know not by whom, 
if ever tranflated into it. 

The odd notion, that Mr. Bowie was 
a confounded good Hifpanift, had been 
fo hard hammered into the Captain's glan^^ 
dula pinealis, that, wrench it out with your 
forceps, if you can ! No fuch thing in- 
deed, were you a Chefeldcn, or a Pott ! 

You could no more have done it, than 

» 

knockt off St. Paul's cupola with a ftroke 
of your cravat ! But Old Nick, who is 
always on the qui vive^ to embroil matters 
between friend? — witnefs Omiah, who, by 
beating me at chefs, was the unthought- 
of caufe. — Zooks ! can't you go on with-, 
out your nafty digreffions ? Well then : 
Old Nick contrived it with fuch fubtil- 
ty, that Mr. Bowie wrote his Spani(h 

preface, and carried it to the Captain for 

his 
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his optttidn. Czh 1 tcit yon fo much m 
fewer words ? 

It is habitual with the Captatin, whett 
going to do any importaint tbi^g, to ftA 
his hands brifkly againft each ocher^ take 
a very decent pinch out of his oval filver- 
box, that always kys by upon his writ- 
ing-table, and clap then his fpeft^cles ott 
his own nofe. Did he do fb, or did he 
tiotj on this occafion ? Hiftorians are 
quite filent on this particular, and foy 1 
cannot fay whether he did, or not ; nor 
know what to -believe about it. What f 
believe is, that he gave the preface an at- 
tentive perufal : then returned it to the 
author with thefe forntal words : *^^ Maf- 
** ter Bowie, this Prologo will damn your 
*• edition at once/* 

Reader, 1 will not give what is called in 
French a picaillon for thy invagination, if 
thou guefleft not inftantly, how high the 
man jumped at this unexpefted epipho- 
nema. Poor fellow I He quaked and 
fnorted liked a cart-horfe, that fuddeiily 
treada upoa a black fi!^e> and oped both i 

his 
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his eyes fo wide, that a common tea-ciip 
is not much larger at the upper orifice I 
However, his vigorous pride and-fturdy 
good opinion of himfelf^ fooa bringing 
about a recovery of his fpirits, made iiim 
aik with a hollow and globular voice, what 
was the matter with him, that he treated 
the Prologo with that unaccountable con* 
tempt ? " Look ye, replied the captain : 
^* Contempt has nothing to do here, Maf- 
** ter Bowie, as you know, that I could. 
*' not, for the world, write you a better : 
*• and you know too, that I can*t point 
** out the errors that are in this, becaufe 
** my ftore of Spariifh runs but fhort for 
'* fuch an expedition. But, fo much will 
** I tell you, Bowie, that this ear of 
*• mine (and probable laid hold of the lower 
** lobe of his left ear) tells me, that this here 
*' Prologo is no more Spahifti than it is 
** Iri(h. Go you to our friend Baron Dil- 
*• Ion, who has been long in Spain, and 
" fpeaks the language fluently : Go to 
*' him. Matter Bowie, with your Prologo^ 
" beg of him to corredl it, and give him 
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** Carte blanche . Many things in it he Will 
*? blot> I am fure : but, the more, the 
** better. Then take your Prologo back 
** home, write it fairly over again, and 
*' carry It to fome Spaniard or other, for 
" another correftion : then print it in 
** God*s name, and welcome. You will 
*' have the whole honour of it, Bowie ; 
•? and no body a whit the wifer.^' 

This, Mr. John Bowie, is, within a* 
hair's breadth, what Captain Crook(hanks 
has told me with regard to you and yotir 
Prologo^ when I alked him the reafon of 
your actual great enmity to him, after 
having been very good friends during many 
years : .and you yourfelf, in your Letter 
to the Divinity- Doctor, ftrongly corrobo- 
rate his account by thefe very "filly words : 
" On (howing him my Prologo j jthe wea- 
, ** ther-cock of his opinion veered about, • 

* 

" and he at ojice told me,, that ii would 

. ♦* damn the whole work. On mentioning - 

** hixn an honourable Per/on" s fpeaking of it in 

" terms of approbation, he turned a deaf ear. 

''Gad, 


** ^Gad, faid he, if. it Jlands as it niytv doeSy 
i* it will damn your whole work I ** 

Find who can, any contradidion in thefe 
two accounts, as I am fo vaftly dull, that 
I cannot find any. They feem to me to 
meet each other as nicely, as the two 
blades of a fciffor juft come from the 
grinder. The comedy of the SimiUimi^ 
by St. Patrick I 

But, what ufe, Mafter Bowie, did you 
make of the captahi's good advice ? Con- 
ceited, infatuated, ridiculous Tolondron I 
Pofitively fure, lapideoufly fure, that your 
Prologowas a diamond of the firft water.— 
A ProhgQ not ^ jot inferior to that of Cer- 
vantes to the Defocupado Letor. — You 
rejeded fcorn fully the captain's advice, 
turned your back upon him, went away in 
• the dumps, began to mutter about, that 
he waanot th^ mai; you took him for, and 
grew fparing of your vifits at Penton. 
Your fpleen began thus to fimmer in the 
caldron of difappointment : and to make, 
it bubble up, not a word of praife from any 
quarter; and, what was ftill worie,. no 
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body called with poor three guiniag in hi j 
hand, for Bowie's eititim of Dm fixate ^ 
cither in London, in Salifbury, atldmi^ 
ftonc, ox any where elfe in the world. 
Then my unlucky, planet managed it fb, 
that I went to fpend a fummer in your 
neighbourhood j and the unavoidable accir 
dent of the marginal notes came ^bout, that 
made Steropes, Brontes, and Pyracmon, 
blow the bellows with fuqh l^afte and fury, 
a^ npt only to make the qaldrpn boil over^^ 
but fet at pnpe the whole houfe in a con- 
flagratioii, to the great terror of all the 
inhabitants, as neither fire- engines, nor 
fire-men, were within reach, by I don't 
know how many miles ! 

Pfhaw ! Hang your hodge-podges of 
Greek arjd Englifli metaphorg, or what dp 
you call 'em ! Hang Pyracmon and his 
brethren ! Can't you fpeak plain, and 
hang you too ! 

Hu(h, hufh, good people ! I will do fo 
anon : but, {q crammed with learning am j 
I, that, at times, it will burft out through 
the crevices of my Ikin ; or oo^e, at leaftj^ 
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5* the pores of it : and I can ho more hel|> 
it, than I can flj, though ever fo willing 
topleafeyou. 

Well ; you may Temen^ber, Mafter Toi- 
iondron, how enraged you were againft 
the captain, on account of his riding out 
every morning, fometimes on horfe-back, 
fometitnes in his little one-^horfe-chaife, 
for no other purpofe, than to conxe to my 
two difciples, that he might hear my 
Spanifli leffons to them ; and, as he is a 
free- fpoken gentleman, he made no fcruple 
to approve of them to your very facei and 
in the very midfl: of the hop-fair, even 
when it was jrnoft crowded j as by this 
time he had pretty well found out, that 
the cock he had thought all along a game- 
cock wa$ but a daftard dunghill-cock # 
A horrible grievance this, and hy no means 
%o be apathically borne, as my leflbns were 
& manifeft encroachment upon your indu-^ 
bi table rigbt, of knowing alone the lan- 
guage of Spain. To vindicate your ex-» 
clufive patent, and put a flop to fo fcan- 
4alous a violation of that right, you began 
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to fcheme, diea to broach, then wrotcj 
then printed, then publiihed, that maftqr- 
piece of a letter, wherein you laid before 
your Dodor, and the public, your reafons, 
why you know Spanifh, and 1 know it 
not ; telling them b^fides, pf ypur old 
friend's extraordinary condu^, and as how 
he had the ill- manners of giving you a 
Ibund and wholefome piece of advice, 
which, in your well-chewe4 opinion, wa^ 
an aft little fliort of high-tre^fon, and 
well deferving the mqft feripu? cpnfidgrar 
tion of King, Lords, and Commons, in 
Parliament affembled. 

This, Mafter John, is the doleful, woer 
ful, mournful, rueful ftory pf your pref^nt 
implacable and ynponquerable enmity to 
Captain Cropkfhanks, againft whom you 
have not been ah(le to bring any other 
charge, but that he gave you goo4 advice ; 
a heinpus crime in4eed, to aflume fo prince-* 
ly a prerogative, and well deferving one, 
twp, and eyeji thre^ hecatoipbs of captains^ 
with a due proportion of lieutenants, on 
the biQ^d altar of yqur infernal Jkiimil^ty ! 

Good 
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(Good advice to fuch a perfonage as ^ 
Bowie ! How the devil could a Capta 
corhe to fancy and to fuppofe that .Jol 
Bowie wanted good advice, efpecially abo 
a matter of fuch magnitude as a'Spani 
Prologo ? Rot his Captainfliip and his go« 
advice ! John Bowie of Idmiftone — Jol 
Bowie the Editor-i^John Bowie the Cor 
mentator, never wanted good advice fro 
Captains, or from Admirals. By gandt 
John Bowie of Idmiftone will have no go( 
advice from any body in breeches, or wii 
petticoats on ! Ay 1 but what will Jol 
Bowie of Idmiftone have ? Have I Wh 
a queftion ! He will have approbation ar 
admiration. Do- you hear him; you inc 
viduals of this nation I Give him approb; 
tion and admiration without the leaft hef 
tationj or every ^ one of you fhaU fuff 
laceration and amputation in his repi 
tatlon, by calumniation and mifrepreiem 
acion from the arranteft dolt throughoi 
the creation I 

However, what your Tolondronfliip fai 

of the Captain, in words. In epiftolat 

U 3 coi 


«46l 

correfpondence, and, at laft, in print; wat 
but gingerbread and barley-fugar to what 
you faid of poor me, when you did me the 
honour to create me his efquire, after hav- 
ing dubbed him knight \ Garlick and 
onions ! Far from being that polite gentle- 
man you had taken and miftaken me for, 
on our firft interview at a bookfcller's, I 
was— What ? T'hat man (faid yoii in an 
elegant epiftle to the Captain), thai man^ 
by the uniform account of all that know him^ 
is a bad man ; which I believe ^ that I may riot 
affedi afingularity of fentiment. The epiftle 
is dated lo far back as May 19, 1 783. Do 
you recoiled the penning of it ? And, to 
fhow your belief of that uniform account^ 
which, in my humble opinion, had no 
origin, but in the exemplary goodnefs of 
your incorrupted heart, always averfe to 
flander, and brimful of Chriftian princi- 
pies ; to (how that belief, I fay, you fell a 
calling me, in your daily converfe, by all 
the pretty names in the Englifh language, 
that begin with an /?, and an S ; and did 
it with fuch a volubility of tongue, as if 

you 
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Jrbii had been twenty years profeffor of 
RuflBiariolc^ and Goddamnology in the ce« 
lebrated Univerfity of St. Giles's; In your 
epiftolary allufipns, I was an Italian ajfajjin^ 
" by the uniform account of all that knew me ; 
and in your printed ribaldry, a man that 
Hvouidfay any things toferve thepurpofes of the 
tnojt feculent part of mankind ; a profejfedjyco^ 
phant \ a general flanderer\ a needy villain^ a 
pickpocket^ and an atrocious tulprit^ efcapedfrom 
the gallows by Do^or JohnforCs abfurd apologies^ 
falfedepofitions^ and wilful perjuries. To corro- 
borate thefe, and other fuch averrations^ yon 
called to witnefs, not only Valerius Maximus^ 
but alfo Mr. IVarton on Spenfer^ Bifbop Harems 
Difficulties and Difcouragements^ Dryden^s 
MifcetlanieSi Sir 'Edward Dering's cardinal 
Virtues of a Carmelite Friar j jlulus Gellius^ 
Erafmus, and others^ whofe names I have 
now forgotten t and ^ou even produced two 
or three fcraps, *ivell glued into one^ out of my 
own Frujfia Letteraria, written in Italy four 
and twenty years ago, whereby you proved, 
that I am ^ man full of ignorance and wicked^ 
nefs; ajh^ petulant, impudent bully and pol^ 
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troon; a maJ and difolute /vol ; dnianikhrH*^ 
ed with every abominable endowment. — And 
why, my dear, all this defpera'te deli- 
rium I — Caro Idolo mio^ why all this rant 
of a drunken luiiatic ? Forfooth I Be- 
caufe I made notes in the mdrgins of a^Spa- 
nifli book ! Was ever a jufter, and a 
more cogent motive, for a riian's making 
an Ourang-outang of himfelf ! 

Let us fuppofe, notwithftanding, that 
I have brought myjelf in my Frujia Letter a^ 
ria zn irrefragable teftimonial againft my- 
felf: let us fuppofe, that Mr. JVarton^ 
Aulus Gellius^ Dryden^ Bijhop Hare^ the Car^ 
melite Friar ^ and the reft, depofed truely 
to my abominable endowments : let us fup- 
pofe, that the uniform account of your 
learned and polite acquaintance was a 
faithful tranfcript of St. Mark or St. 
Luke's Gofpel : let us fuppofe, that 
Valerius Maximus was as good a pro- 
phet as Habakkuk or Jeremiah : What 
reafon had you, Mr. John Bowie, to 
fall foul of Doftor Johnfon ? When 
you paid him the firft, ^and only vifit 

you 
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you ever paid him, with a defign to 
turn him, if poffible, into a panegyrift and 
proclaimer of your great undertaking, it 
muft be allowed to his eternal fliame, that 
he did not guefs flap-da(h at your being the 
moft dai&zling luminary in the bright con* 
ftellation of the literary heroes of the day : 
of courfe did not exhaufthis lungs, as you 
expefted he fhould, in hyperbolical com- 
mendations of you and your great under ^ 
takings^ and only treated you with that 
fefpedl, that is commonly paid by gentle- 
men, to other gentlemen, who prefent 
themfelves dreffed in black, with a wig on 
their heads, and a book of their own in- 
diting in their hands. And you grow an- 
gry at fuch behaviour ? And his going no 
further than that, enrages you to frantick- 
nefs and defperation ? Yet, fo it is, that, 
as foon as gone to the bleffed place, where 
he may poffibly never receive a fecond 
vifit from you, you give way to that fran- 
ticknefs and defperation ; and,^ to be even 
with him, befmeare his tomb with vour 
beftial oKlure, Oh, heavenly powers ! 

Such 
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Such a 'mart as Samuel johnfon write 
fpeeches, and fpeak apologies^ in favour 
of the moft atrocious delinquents ! Sa- 
muel Johnfon tell lies, forfwear himfelf, 
and accufe fome moft refpeftable individu^ 
als, of having joined with him in aa 
infamous teftimonial ? Go> Bowie; gd 
ftraightways to Weftminfter--Abbey 5 pro- 
ftrate yourfelf by the facfed ftone that, 
covers his revered remains ; ftrike repent^ 
ingly your hard (kull againft it, no mat- 
f ter if it cracks ; and expiate by ardent 

f . • prayer and fervourous obfeeration^the heU 

lifli pollution you have committed ; fwear- 
ing to the injured manes of that good man^ 
that you will endeavour for the future to 
govern better the wild turbulence of your 
paffions ! This is the advice, Mr, Bowleg 
that a real friend to human nature can 
give you upon that your mo/l extraordinary 
conduSl^ Do you receive it more thank* 
fully than that given you by Captaiii 
Crookfhanks, on an occafion of much lefs 
moment : and God be with you vvith all 
i my heart I 

TOLON- 
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TOLONDRON. 


SPEECH THE NINTH. 


BcsuteZy VidavtB^ que le malubec vous iroujfi ! Je vmts 

prie^ ^tC entre nous rC y ait debat^ . ni tumultey et qug 

ne cherchons honneur^ ni applaufement ; mats la viriU 

feuk. ' 

Rabelais* 

'TPHE Spanifh language, like the French 
and the^ Italian, to be read eafily 
and properly, requires accents on many 
of its fyllables ; otherwlfc, a reader will 
fall at every ftep into laughable equi- 
vocations, and utter altogether a jargon 
unintelligible : nor can any body place 
the accents on the right fyllables, if 
not acquainted with the pronunciation, 
which is alfo the cafe in Italian and in 
French. 

To give but a few inftances of the i>e- 
ceffity, as well as of the power of the 
accents with regard to Spanifh, write, 
for example, the word dexo without one ; 

and 
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VindkrAtznsJieave i but place an aceenf 
on the (9, and make it dexo; and it means 
• ke left. Nor is only tbe meanmg of the 
word thus changed by the power of that 
accent ; but alfo the pronunciation ; as in 
the firft cafc) the two fyllables de and oto 
take an equal time in the utterance^ and 
no kind of ftrefs is laid upon either ; 
but, in the fecond cafe, a ftrefs is 
laid on the fecond fyllable xo i and 
we muft utter it with more forte ahd 
quicknefs than the do^ which precedes it. 

Thus, write feria and 'y^r/^, accented on 

» 

the e of fej and the a of va, they are both 
adjeSfives of two fyllables each : place the 
accents on their /'s', and make them feria 
and vdria , and they are both verbs of three 
fyllables each. One inftance more : Hacia is 
a difsyllable prepoftion. Write Hacta^ and 
you make it a three -Jyllable verbi 

My fwcet friend Jack Bowie, who, by 
his own confeflion, frecjuently repeated, 
and in a bragging manner, rather than tak- 
ing fhame to himfelf : Jack, I fay, who 
never could fpeak a Spanilh fentence in his 

life. 
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life, but learnt the little he knows of it; 
in his clofet by himfelf, nor ever afked any 
body*s advice about his great undertaking ; 
a big name he calls his edition by, as if 
' reprinting and commenting Don Quixote, 
were a perforation of Mount Caucafus 
through and through : Jack, I fay for the 
third time, has not even an idea about the 
Spanifti pronunciation, nor about the ac- 
centuation, that regulates the reading of 
3panifli; therefore, throughout the edition 
and the comment, has placed the accents 
^s the teatotum of his grandfop difcfted ; 
for he knew (by looking night and d|iy 
jinto Spaniifh books) that, mean what they 
will, accents ire wanting on many Spanifli 
words : apd^ in confequence of this aqute 
pbferyation, he placed a good mapy here 
and there, a§ the teatotum direfted^ 
throughout the book j and the teatotum, I 
piuft lay it, to his immortal honour, has 
fometimes whirled the right way, and 
turned up the propitious fide : but, upon 
the whole, has proved fo untoward, that, 
in every one of the pages, not one exceptr 

ed. 
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ed, throughout his Jhc quarts Volumet^ an^ 
pretty often in every line of every page^ 
the accents are all placed, in the wrong 
places, or they are omittedji which is as 
good an equivalent \ and I, who forefaw 
that this would be the cafe, when I gave a 
tranfitory glance to one of his revifes, the^ 
day we dined together at the tavern in HoU 
born, and pitied the blunder he was going* 
to commit, which I was fure would anni^-t 
hilate his edition, made free fo offer him 
my fervice in the correftion of his (heets ^ 
and would, for the mere fake of literature^ 
have looked them over with pleafure : but,^ 
forfooth ! the proud Tolondron, who did 
not even fufpeft he had need of fuch a pair 
of crutches, rejected the offer, as he never 
trujled his correStion to any body^ but himfelf.^ 
Well : he has tryfted it to his great felf, 
to his knowing felf ! But, what was the 
confequence ? He laid out feveral hundred- 
pounds in the purchafe of water-bubbles,^ 
which are no very merchantable commodi- 
ty ; made his ignorance known to many, to. 
whom it was a fecret ; quarrelled with hi& 

friends,^ 
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friends, becaufe they would no longer be- 
lieve him a great Hifpanift ; and worked 
. himfelf into a brown humour,that is likely 
to laft to his dying day, if wine and gin 
copioufly drank do not help to remove it* 
Is this tolondronery, or cauliflower ? Give 
mp leave, I beg, to call it tolondronery 
doubleTdiftilled, and no cauliflower at all. 
The word Parecera^ which is the veryfirjl 
of the Prologo damned by Captain Crook- 
ihanks, happens to be no word at all, be- 
caufe it wants^ an accent on the laft a. to 
inform the reader at once, that it is the 
third perfqn vfingular of the indicative fu- 
ture of the verb Parecer^ which means t9 
^ppear^ to feem. Try this fimple experi- 
ment, if you want to verify this averration 
pf mine. Write his word upon a bit of 
paper, and preTent it toa Spaniard. The Spa- 
niard will read P^r^C(?r/^, as if it rhymed with 
mollera^ madera^ catavera^ and other words 
that end in.era ; and fay, that he fuppofes it 
the name of fomething unknown to him. 
Take your bit of paper back, place the due 

accent, and make it Parecerh^ and the Spa^- 

* ■ 'f 

niard 
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niard will prefently fay, that it is the faid 
future. Without an idea about the neceA 
lity and ufe pf the Spanifh accents, were 
Mr. Jack to read a page of Spanifli, what 
a delightful gabble he would make of.it ! 
A Spaniard would no caore underftand him, 
than if he were reading the book of necroi- 
mancy, written in Runifli charafters by 
Satan himfelf, and piefented to Pierro 
d*AbaWi the famous Salernitan Conjuror ; 
as Mr. Ja(ik would pronounge the vowela 
in the Englifh way, greatly difFerer^t'from, 
the Spaniih way, and utter his fyllables i/i 
an even and moAotonpus manner : yet, fo. 
thick is the film on his mind's eye, that 
he never could tQ this day perceive this co-^ 
' loflal error throughout his edition and, 
comment ; and hqw difficult, if not impof- 
fible, it is, for any body, Spanifti or Ei^r 

4 

gllfh, Greek or Pomeranian, Chriftian oc 
Jew, to read his book fluently ; of courfe^ 
to read it with fatisfaftion ; no body hay- 
ing in his brains that imaginary lyftem of 
reading, which Jack, fomehow ox, otherj^ 
mufl: have fabricated in his own. 

But, 


\ 
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But; hearhlm) hear him ! Heaiks me, 
wheth^^ or not, I can read his book mj- 
felf ? And I anfwer, that I can read it, 
andean underftand it too. Yet, what does 

* 

that fignify ? I can read and underftand it, 
becaufe I have read Don Quixote feveral 
Itimes before and after he fchemed and exe^ 
cuted his edition, and becaufe I can read 
and underftaiid any Spanish book, full as 
well as I do any Italian book. This, how- * 
ever, I will have him know, ,that, if I read 
Don Quixote in any edition but his, I 
read on, and never ftop a moment: but, 
if I read it in his, I muft ftop here and 
there, on account of the bad orthography 
(and accenting is a part of orthogfaphy), 
and read this and that paiTage twice, that I 
may make out the nieaning : and, if his 

edition ftops a veteran reader, who fhaved 

» • 

his chin thefe fifty years, confider how a 
poor reader muft be ftopt, that has as yet no 
whiikers peeping out under any part of his 
nofe! 

Yet, the Tolondron ftands up ftoutly 
for.h^s edition, as the tie plus ultra of per- 

S feftion. 


258] 

it' ' . 

fefticm, and wondefs at fdlks bemg Co ffac- 
"tlous, as not to- biiy* It in ahuriy : nor can 
he bring htmfelf ' to conceive, that this 
Tiappens, becaufe the very 0rft glance in- 

• • « 

forms them, that it is the ne pJus 'ukra of 
imperfe<^6n : ' nay, it is an evert wager, 
that be will perfift in his rvotion, eVen 
'wbien he- (hall have read che^ fpeebl^s, as 
kis toloBdroriery keeps oonftittitly a«br^ft 
of his opinion of himfelf ; an opiiiion fe 
very* high, that, if you touch hlrii this 
ftring, even with' the lightieft finger yoU 
have in your hand ; far frohi lifieilirig to 
the found it emits, he grow^ grilff thlt ifl- 
ftant, and pouts, and frowris, arid iquints, 
and makes fuch wry faces, as you would 
think him poflfeffed by half a dozen kgi- 
ons of Aftardtbs and AfAiodees ; ^nd flarts 
up, and flamps, and blufters, and buUles, 
and ca>ls you by every name that begins 
with an R, or an 5* : and how can I help 
calling him'ToIondron, knowing ail this^ 
fo well as I do ? 

Lmig before the iad ^atcident of the mar^ 
giml Hofes^ ' aiid at* a time that I ' wa J fh co- 
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tally t^ntcquaiated with him, as not even 
to know his name, I find, by his foollth 
letter to, the Divinity-Doftor, that he 
bore me a grudge, and wanted to give a bad 
impreffion of me to Kisfenfibk Friend^ and to 
HoSlon Percy ^ and bnficd himfclf about my 
travels in Spain, and othei' of . my per* 
formances : and God knows what wife and 
learned remarks he has made on my writ* 
iijgs to thofe two gentlemen, and to 
others ! This kind of clandeftine hofti- 
lity on his part, I cannot as yet exaftly 
afcertain when it began, and to what a 
length he has carried it : but this I know, 
that It was not very pretty in him to her 
gin it, arid carry it on in the dark, as he 
did. If he had any objeftions, to my tra- 
vels efpeclally, I think that he would 
have done, better to apply direSly to me in 
pe(fon, or by letter} or even in print ; as I 
might pofGbly have been able, more than 
any other, to fatisfy him ftilly on any pcnnt 
that tiiight appear wrong to him, or to aiiy 
of his acquaintance. But, t6 behave Mke- a 
gentleman is not his way as jtt^ and thctt 

S X tazy 
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may come in time^ poco appco, as he goes 
on^ getting , fillips under his chin, and 
raps on his knuckles. Notwithftanding, 
however, what he has done, and may have 
other wife done, to my prejudice and dif- 
paragement, at the time I knew not even 
his name ; all was nothing to what he has 
done fince that fad accident of the notes : 
and the reader by this time may poffibly 
have formed fome conjefture about the 
ihare I have had of his R's and his ^s, 
and of his curfes to boot : But, let him 

^ curfe, and call names ; who cares? Not I 
indeed ! He may mifname me till Decem« 
her next, and curfe me feven years run- 
ning; but he ihall not keep me now. 
from telling him in his black muilachos^ 
that he would burn his Edition, if he was 
not the Tolondron he is ; for, the devil 
a three-guineas will he ever finger from 
any body, that knows any thing of the 
matter. The accumulate ribaldry that 
he has regaled me with, in words and ii^ 

: print, has provoked me to tell him fb, 
without any circumlocution ; and I do tell 

him 
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him fo ; which is what I would never 
have done, nor dreamt of doing, had he 
gone his ways, Ipoken pf me as gentle-*' 
men fpeak of gentlemen, not publifhed 
his fooliih Letter to his Doflor, and for^ 
bore to write his wicked fcraps to Mr. 
Urban. Oh, oh! but he will blufter and 
fwear a hundred, a thoufand, a million of 
times more, than ever he did, when he 
Ihall have read thefe fpecches ! Ay ! 
will he do fo ? Dos higas for it, and To-^ 
hmdron to boot ! Were his edition cor-p 
rectly printed in other refpects, which is far 
from being the cafe, the paper of it, which 
is very white, and of a good confiftency ; 
the types of it, Which have tolerable good 
eyes ;,and the margins, which are very fpa- 
clous, would have induced me tq buy it ; 
tbofe fpacious margins ^fpecially^ as I have 
long had the cuftom to make notes in the 
margins of all my books : but, to lead me 
into fuch a temptation, he ought to have 
left the accents quite out of his text, as, 
whUe reading, 1 might have placed them 
piyfelf with n^y pen: and you knowj^ 

S 3 t\i^\ 


_-#^-- --•« .J 


lj_2^*. 


.^M-im-^^^.^. ^. -^ 


diat {evtnl tboufaiid «co«iiU are ealily 
placedj as one goes on in the perufal, if 
one knows the pronunciation : that, on 
the other hand, take feveral thoufaads off 
with the tip of your penknTfe, arid your 
work will be endlefsj befides that you ipoil 
die pages by fbratching. A new paro:(ifm 
of rage- feizes Tolondron on hearing mc 
fay fo, and he foams as if he were in* an 
epilepfy: but foam away, Toloddiioii; 
foam to thy heart's iatis^action ; and axio-^ 
ther b^a for it^ and Itolomton ^[ain! 
Thou haft dragged me out of that quiet 
obfcurity, in which I had promiied myfelf 
tb live the fhort remainder of my days ; 
and muft take the confequence, if I am 
now as mad as Don Quixote, and refume 
the author, and fuffer not thy ribaldry to 
circulate about in magazines and in letters 
to Doctors, without ftanding up in my 
own vindication, were thou to go to Bed- 
lam within the week, and I follow thee 
fifty years hence. Let me alone, my 
good friends, and never fear, but I will 
manage this jade as wdll as Mr. Angelo does 

his 
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his maft xxiettlefome horfps. 'N^hat is fo 
eafy , as to ride on the back of fuch ToloAr 
drons as tl>is ?-^nd before i»y riding. be over, 
depend upon iZy my Iricnds^ I will mak^ 
him aware, that^ old as I am, I have ftill 
i:^ much fpiritJeft^ as toeicpofe ignorance^^ 
ridicule nonfenfe, reprefs infolence, obtund 
malignity, and chaftife bi;utality, without 
any affiftance firom his R's and S's, and 
without writing qnc wor4» but what may be 
read without a blufh by any modeft lady 
about St. Jan^es'5 Square; Berkeley Square^ 
or any other Square, In the fciences of Ruf<* 
iianology and Qoddamnology, I knock un- 
der, and humblydfyk&owledge, that lam un« 
worthy to be even fecond ulher in the Bow- 
, lean Gymnafium ; but men have different 
inclinations, purfue different iludies : and 
I am coni^d^t, that, in Funnology an^ 
in Laughathimology, I can checkmate him 
at any time, and much fafter than Omiah 
did me, wheQ I had the imprudence, to at* 
tack him at chefs ; and | ini^ft upon it» 
that Funnology and Laughathimology 
jfe fciences of more ufe and profit to manr 
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kind, that! Ruffianology and Goddamno- 

The Tolondron^s pcrfcfl: unacquaintance 
with Spanifh pronunciation ; of courfe, his 
perfeft incapacity of , pointing it out to his 
readers by accents duly placed, is, no 
doubt, the moft glaring, but not the only 
capital fault in his text. Inftead of fot- 
lowing in it the orthography of Cervantes, 
with the only fubftitution of the zed to the 
exploded zedilla^ which, at all events, would 
have fcreened him from blame ; lie took 
into his muddy fancy to regale us with an 
orthography of his own, to which I can 
give no other name, b^jt Jthat of teatottim^ 
orthography ; or, if you like it better, yZr- 
iuitous orthography. For his many fins, 
the poor fellow ftumbled upon four editions 
of a fmall ,book, entitled Ortograjia Caf* 
iellana; that is, the Orthography of the Span^ 
Itongue ; all the four printed, at different 
periods of time, in Madrid, by the Spanidi 
Academicians, who, at the head of their 
great didionary (printed about fixty years 
ago) had Already given us a treatife on tha^ 
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part of grammar, which is now in a great 
meafure reprobated by the Academici- 
ans of this day (and with good reafbn), 
by means of thofe four new treatifes. 

The reprobation, however, of that firft 
academical compofition, proves as yet of no 
great ufe to us ; for the reafon, that each of 
thofe four fubfequent ones contains rules 
and precepts about orthography, that in ma- 
ny points fun counter each other; I mean, 
that fome of the rules and precepts laid 
down in the firft of the four are repealed 
and declared null, by other rules and pre- 
cepts laid afterwards down in theiecohd : 
fome laid down in the fecond, repealed and 
annulled in the third j and fome in the 
third, treated in the fame manner by 
other rules and precepts laid down in the 
fourth and laft. If thofe i^epeals and an* 
nuUations, thus fubfequent to each otherj» 
mean any thing, they mean, that the 
members of the Royal Academy, being 
poffibly too many it\ number to perfuada 
^ach other, or having fonae whimfical, and 
jio^: very intelligent gneat man amongft 
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them, whom they care not to oppofe 
(which is the. mofl: probaJble conjedture), 
have not yet been able unanimoufly to agree 
about unchangeable rules and unalterable 
precepts, and have been (hifting from rule 
to precept, and from precept to rule^ 
merely^ as it were, to keep themfelves a- 
going. This, will appear ftrange to Engliih 
critics, who have not turned the^r attienr 
tion to the liUQguage of Spfiin t but thoi^ 
that have, knoW;, that the point is very 
knotty, . and very hard to be fettled, as it 
l^ invohred in many peculiar difficultieSgi 
not incident to other tongues. The doing 
away all thofe difficulties in a complete and 
fatisfadory manner, has perplexed thp 
learned of that nation fo long, and to fuch 
a degreq, fince they began tq think a:bout 
it^ that the famous Jefuit, Padre IJla^ (ia 
my opinion, the be3(l, by many cubits, ^of 
their modern writers) ridiculed very hu- 
mouroufly, in one of his works, all attempts 
towards afcertaining their orthography ; 
jfcnd feemed of opinion, that the befl; tha$ 
f ould be dpne with regard to th^ manner ^ 
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of writing their languag^^ wz$ tx> leave 
every writer to fhift forhimfelf, as it had 
been done during fome centuries, without 
any great prejudice ' to their literature oa 
that particular account. But this opinion^ 
which he urged in aJudierous, rather than 
in a ferious manner, does not fuit the tafte 
of the generality, thit wifli for rules and 
precepts as little pbjeftionable as poffibIe„ 
that they may, like Qther nations, have a 
fixed orthography of their own* To ftrikc 
out a reafonable and folid obc; has now 
been rendered poffibly more difficult thaix 
ever it was^ not only by the contradiftory 
rules and precepts prefci'ibed, as I f^id, 
at fiv^ different periods of time, by the' fiva 
Treatifes of the Academicians, but alfo by 
other Treatifes of other men of. letters, be* 
fore arid after the inftitution of their aca*^ 
demy* Among thofe who have conlpi- 
cuoufly diftinguiftied themfelves in this 
line, that J rpay not (how off too much of 
my learning this way, I will only mentioa 
a Senor Don Gregorh Mayam y Sifiar^. ojf 
>vhom, \iy thp bye^ we have a very mea- 
gre 
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gre Life of Cervantes^ written on purpofe, 
if I remember well, for Tonfbn^s edition 
of Don Quixote; wherein is incorporated 
1 prolix criticifm on all Cervantes* works; 
the pooreft criticifm that ever I read in my 
days. That fame Do»(?r^^cr/<? was, no doubt, 
a man of extenfive reading, and far from^ 
wanting cart-loads of erudition : but, with-' 
ai, (b wrong-headed was he, fo entirely 
deprived of tafte, and fo very oftentatious 
. mal-a-propos, that Spain, which has hi-* 
• therto had her full proportion of often* 
tatious pedants, can fcarcely (how another 
of the fame bulk. Don Gregorio too, who 
has been, as I fufpe£l, typified in the' 
Coxo de VUlaornate^ a lame, ignorant, whim- 
fical, and moft pedantic fchoolmafter, by 
the witty Padre Ifla : Don Gregorio^ I fay, 
would likewife have a fyfteoi of ortho,* 
graphy of his own manufafture, whereof 
we have a curfed fpecimen in the above 
Life of Cervantes. But that fyftem was 
thought at once fo bad, fo inefl[icient, fo 
yery abfurd and ridiculous, that it has 

propure<^ 
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|>rocur«d him feut ftw, if atiyi profelyt^es m 
Spain, and out of Spain..:' 

About alLthofe oppugnatiog fyftetns of 
orthography, our poor Tolcmdron has beea 
plodding and plodding during many years, 
both before, and whild he brooded ovd: 
his great undertaking : and, having tumbled 
,them all pell-mell in his poor noddlci made 
fuch:a hodge-podge out of them all,: jthtt 
:one.at laft waS produced^ which x$(neitker 
here, nor there ^ nor any where^ a$ a; lady of 
my acquaintance would phrafe it. :T<^bn^ 
dron writes fometimes his-word^ as j^ef* 
vantes did; ibmetimes;fdllQWS the.Ac$u}pr 
jnicians, no matter after wjbich of the^r .fir^ 
Treatifes ; fometimes Nebrixa ; fQn:i^|i)7i$|i 
Covarruvias; fometimes Don GregoriQ; 
that, little or much, all differ in fundry 
points ; and fometimes follows no body at 
all : and does all this quite unkuown to 
himfelf, tbtally ignorant, as he is, of the 
pronunciation ; flill whirling the teato- 
tum, and whirling it again, juft.as he 
did m tht aCair of the accents. But^ 
can I, in good confcience, note down 

here 
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here all the ^inckiQMeiloits ofhiste^ 
totum or fortuitous orthography, "mth^ 
out fhootitig dead i^b oace^ ;everjr one 
of (hoifi amoQg my jreatjlecsy ^ho knonv as 
Jattle/of thefe ontlandaih matters, as the 
Toloadron himi^l £ ? Far from: hay in g any 
thought of fhoottng them detid^ you may 
believ^e me without ^putting me* tq my ^ath, 
lliat I wifh, on 'the oontrafy, .to multiply 
;th6iirniimbersii^i^^^MM. Whetherwhat 
I ^^fhwi^ take effeftor not^give me leave 
to inform- you (and here I'get^\ip frcmi my 
^eflCj'puUoffmy eap^ and make a Very low 
how -to you all) ■ ; I muft inform - you, 
Ffky, that, having' feme years pretty well 
'^udied this partieular point of Spam|9i or- 
thography , and accurately observed that of 
the langwiges, which bear affinity to that 
of Spain ; and being, moreover, vehen>ently 
'defirous ^every one has his hobby-horfe) 
that the Spanilh' were fixed upon a perma- 
Tjent and unexceptionable footing, I totok 
4nto my own noddl e ■ w upon^ myftflf 
{that I may fpcak with nxwre refped of my 
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rcfpeftabld {elf)-*-to write Bown my ideas 
about k, ID an epiftolary dtflertation inSpa- 
'mfh^ which (fee, Malfters and Miftr^fles, 
how ungovernable my hobby-horfe !) I 
printed here in London, at my own eic* 
pence, about three years ago, and made a 
prefent of near the whole edition (whtch 
was not large, as you may imagine) to the 
wcHr-kftown Spanifh bookfeller and printer, 
SSor Antonio Simcha^ who happened to be 
in England at that time ; that he might 
Ihbw his countrymen, the Academicians, 
and other good folks in Spain, what were 
the thoughts and ideas of a foreigner about 
their orthography and lexicography : two 
diftrifts of their academical province, 
which, to me, feem, as yet, but poorly cul- 
tivated. 

As a-modeft^man, and apt to blufh, when 
ftrced to fpeak of myfelf, I ooght not to 
fey what I am going to fay: ' but let you 
pardon me fbr this once, (here goes another 
low bow ! ) and let me bf ag nws^^ that 
tsff Spanijb Dijfertatkm has been penned 

*with as mych livelihefs of expreflion aa I 

could 
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could mufter up, left it (hould prove tedl* 
ous in the reading ; and furely, the daifies 
and flowers (let me brag, I befeech you) 
are not feWt that I have fcattered in it, ia 
order to obviate faftidioufnefs ; which, as 
you all know, is the chief bane of books, 
and the ruin of bookfellers. But, though 
I penned it in as briik a ftyle, as my flock 
of Spanilh language and Spani/h ideas 
could afibrd, and objected with as much 
energy and impavidnefs (quere if this word 
is Englifli) as I poflibly could, againft fe** 
veral parts of their great Dictionary^ and 
againft fome of the rules and precepts, laid 
down by the Academicians, as final, in the 
laft edition of their Ortografia Ca^ellana ; 
yet I treated their Smorias with the greateft 
refpect, humbly holding my chapeau-- 
bras under my left arm, every time 
that I directed my words to them; as 
.there is no manner of need, in difcuffing 
-Jiiterary matters, to urge our differing opi- 
nions with bludgeons in our •hands ; or as 
you may pofEbly term it, with Bowieaa. 
malice, and Bowlean brutality: befides, 

that 
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thaf^ as i take it, the Academicians of ,M»* 
drid are a body greatly upon the eflcreafe, 
and likely to rival in a ihort time any fo- 
ciety of the kind ever inftituted in Eu- 
rope^ efpecially if it comes to be npticed 
by the long-nofed critics abroad^ and given 
to underftand, that the productions of their 
academy, like thofe of their vineyards, fliall 
be tranfplanted and cultivated in their gar« 
dens and hot-houfes. 

Together with my reafons for refufing 
as yet obedience to fome of the rules and 
precepts prefcribpd by the Academicians in 
their laft Orthographical Treatife, I have 
likewife objected, as I faid abpve, to feve- 
ral parts of their Dictionary, the compilers 
whereof adopted a lyftem or lexicography 
moft obvloufly defective, that I may not 
fay abfurd ; as moft of the learned men, 
called up by Philip the Fifth to compofe the 
feveral divifions of it ; inftead of flicking 
to the fimple bufinefs of defining words, 
giving tbi^r .etymologies, and exhibiting, 
by quotations frorn their writers, the dif- 
ferent way, in whiph each \^ord is to be 

ufed ; 
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tiied ; chole to make a gfeaC parage ef^^eis^ 
fdpe6:ive quantities of learnlrvg/ and tcbk 

hrgc excurfions into the regions of varioua^ 

• • • » • 

arts and fciencfea, thit have little or nothing 

It • » 

to do in the didionary of a laiigitagp, Had 
they, here and there^ and, when it came 
quite pat, bjfought in a favoury bit of 
learning in this and that example^ and 
even in each one of the examples, I Ihould 
have admired the good choice of their ex- 
amples : but, I cannot, by any means, 
bear their oftentatibn of learning in their 
definitions^ which bright always to be as 
neat atad concire as poffible, and convey 
nothing elfe to the enquirer, but what ht 
enquires after, which is only the fignifica- 
tion 6f this and that word. Have I any 
need, for iriftance,^to know what Dia* 
fcorides faid about Lapi%Jizult^ vrhen I only 

want to knoW, Vvhat Lapizlazuli is ? 

- • « . 

What do I care, whether Ctrf^ is ' the 
Bmcho of AvicenrMj or the Banca of Ra/is, 
•v^hen I only want to know what. Cafe 
means?' What ft^d to knowy^^thether 
the^ih, called Mr;ayry ' cafts h^ji; . fpawn in 
. ' ^ r March, 
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lVJdrch;bf itx S'cpjtember/ which are her 
]^wpri oB &cuh6jLtyif and ^t^ what feaion ifr 
piioves rgood ox bad to eat, when I .only 
wanf to know, whether Me^^ means a fiffa, 
or a £bew*pan ? I want not to be made 
a lapidary, a natur^U^^ nor a fifhmonger by 
a; didionary of words; ; hutfijcnply to H^^ow; 
th^ Cleaning, or ihe etymology, ^f thofe 
wouds : ; andi if .ev^r I come tQ v^faot a full 
kn0wledg[e of any of the: thifee. trades, leavQ 
me to my own direcition^ and I fhall Soaoi 
find, the books, or the nuen^ tha|: teaohl 
them expvofeffo. It is nottbe> bufinefs: dfi 
the lexicographi^r to' teach arts; or fbiences^ 
but only to explain woiids, and; give their, 
etymologies ; ' ai^d even this:f^ad dutijh 
may be pmkted; withdut • co^nmitting o: 
mdrtdfin. • : .. .-> 

That the AcadeiAiciahs ^f; tb-fky.nxiyl 
iiot proceed on fd wrong a plsto, ]diiL*cafethp}s: 
n^fcdVe to give us a,^j(eoond ieditiptiLof thaiv) 
great ^oikj andl'^gi^rd^agailift' being ie«t 
duced by the example of their prcdeceilbr$,» 
l^fe^ve fliade fo it«e, in 'my' Sfiafti/bJ^iJSif^^ 
/M,ias^to makeibm^Tefuarks0{i fihe ibver^ 
* *' T a errors 
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crrdrsi or Impfoprietics (if yoia like the 
word better) committed by thofe their pre- 
deceflbrs in too many of their :defi-^ 
nitions, and apprifed, mdr^vcr/ the pre* 
lent Academicians of thd method, incora-' 
parably more reafonable, purfued by Doc- 
tor Johnfon in his £ngU(h Dictionary; 
paralleling fome of his definitions to ibme 
of theirs ; endeavouring to* make : them 
ienfible of the great fuperiority of the 
Bnglifh method oyer the Spanilh, and ex*: 
bolting them to adopt and follow it, i as 
clofel J as they can : and I am confident, 
that, df they fhall be willing to do the beft^ 
m cafe of anew edition^ they will do me 
the honour, not to difregard my notions 
upon fo important a fubject; and by Co 
doing (all national pride and partiality 
left -afide) bring themfelves at once upon 
z par with .other ^earned nations . about 
orthography and lexicography, which they: 
may poflrbly do with, greater fsicility, thaa 
they are aware. : ' . 

• Our great Tolondroiv who has, feen nay; 
Epiftolary Differtatiany has mentioned itia. 

. ; his 
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his fodiih Letter, to the Divinity-Doaoir, 
(as he has fome olher of. my performances), 
^nd, to be fur^e,: with his ufual politenefs, 
affability, good fenfe, candidnefs^ and vef 
;racity. If you will take his honeft word, 
I; have treated the Spanifh Academicians, 
as he has done your humble fervant. J 
•have pretended to teach them to fpell. I 
have given myfelf to theni as a Magifter, 
under whofe ferula they are to quake and 
ihivcr. I have coaxed and threatened them 
by turns ; and promifed to do this and that 
for them, and agaiuft them, juft as my 
.own teatotum Ihall whirl. What have I 
not done in that monftrous fetu-s of my 
morbid brains I By the decifion of his To- 
londronfhip, the Acaderiiicians* Ortografia 
. Caftelland is right in every dot ever fo fmalj, 
in each one of their four editions. No 
contrariety at all in any of their rules and 
pi-ecepts, that he can fee with his vultur* 
ine. eyes. And, as to their Diccionariq^ 
not the leaft fpeck in any page of the fix 
folio volumes : not a comma, but v^rhat is 
ji5 ftraight, as. an arroty : every thing right, 
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tight> pTim, trfrfif, <jAnfiftfenl, i iin\Sopixi^ 
impeccable. .It is an OW(JjgT^ /^—pit is^ 
DiccionHrVo Jf^Poti ! the P&|% theEoiipe- 
Ybr, the Patriarch of G*fttrfai!itihe|ilb, <j€«i5. 
i!iot ^H^ better for a birth-day*wearfeg^! 
And how could a ftllow, like that BaVett^ 
, V)f total ignorance in * &i^. SpatiMh ToWgtfe, 
^dare to dontrovert the fiialleft rulfe, 'fhfe 
inoft dwaffifh precept, laid down by fuch a 
fet of men, as the Academicians of Madrid 
ih Patliamefit aflembled 1 Find Weniiihes^, 
Vaults, miftakes, deficiencies, fbperfluities, 

'errors, blunders, in their definitions An thefr 

•f • • •'^ 

^etymologies^ in their examples? Fy upoh 
him, that will not think the Academicians 
of any country, thofe of Spain in pafticir- 
lar, to be Evangelifts every one of them ! 
Fy upon a fellow fb verjr faucy, as to ex- 
prefs a defire of having works of any kind, 

quite perfed of their kind, and exprefs it; 

' ' ' '. ' • ■* 

in Spanifli, and in print ! Beat him, whip 
him, hang him, and excommunicate him ! 
Hq is a Papift, a Huguenot, an jR, ah 5', 
and all the letters of the alphabet ! And 
what c^n .poor I anfwer to all thefe 

charges. 
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x^hai|^6, to aH tb^fe ^uft reproofs ? Anr 
-fw^r? Avajujit, TaloGdraa ! GeM;hecowt 
<of :p^ • way this inftant; ;! -;- The ox . ha? 
fpoken, .aiid faid ./«»r//i&^ Let .me uat hear 
,the ox fpeak agaixii. . Dofl: thovi xrdad .m.e^ 
.Tolpndron ? Iwill rhave no more of thy 

I Some of my readers may ^offibly wifh 

one to tell them here, in what the five 

Academical Tr^atifes on Spanifli Ortho-* 

^graphy ^.r,ee, and in what they difagree;; 

*that isi, which are the parts in them con- 

«£rmed, and which the parts, repealed : and 

I am fenfible, tlxat, by fo doing, I might 

give in m^ way a *few more found laihes 

'to my Tolondron, and expofe furth er to 

derifion his teatotum adoptions, and his 

.teatotnm rejedion$. But, though I need 

.not betoldf that, in a x:ountry like Great 

.Britain, (where all imaginable kinds of 

knowledge have .numerous votaries) fonie 

there are, to whom details of this fort 

would prgve quite intelligible and quite 

^ licceptable, I muft own, that I have not 

fpunk emaugh to enter into founpromifing 

T 4 • afuh-i 
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a fubjcft. The lovers of Spanilh in Eng- 
land, compared to thoie^ who know Kttlc 
or nothing of it, are but few,"^ if I have 
coutxted nofes right : and, to gratify the 
few, muft I run the riik of teazing the ma- 
ny, that know nothing of Spanilh Lan- 
guage and Spaniih Literature, and would 
not 'even give a rufh for either ? Moft will 
be diverted by my hitting with my Tole* 
do-foil, every button, that a booby has in 
his waiftcoat, withotrt his being able to 
parry one pufh : yet, very few care to be 
acquainted what about the booby and I are 
fencing. And, as ^o thi booby himfelf, is it 
worth my while minutely to note all his 
fooleries ; or any body's while to have them 
all accurately told, as they do guineas and 
bank-notes at Child's, and atDrummond's ? 
iPleafe your Honours, t think not : there- 
fore I muft be excufed, if I decline fuch 
a talk for the prefent ; efpecially , as it 
would be finning againft the laws of deco- 
rum, to treat any literary fubjeQ: in the 
Jight and hafty manner adopted in thefe 
ipeeches j not written with a view to ia- 

K>rna 
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form or* ihftru£t any- iet- of readers ; bi* 

only t(5 viaiicate^inyfelf .igaiiift calumnlf- 

ous afperiions, and, as I proceed, to bring 

<!own a little the proud ftomach of a To- 

londron, that, bolides wanting to blaft 

my moral, as well as my literary char 

Tacter, wants alfo to pafs upon his fellow-* 

•parifhioners his ftinking tripes and un- 

waihed pettitoes, for venifon^pafties, and 

•perigord^pies. So very fenfible am I, that 

the fubjecr pF this very fpeech will prove 

tedious to mofl: of the by-ftanders, that I 

have almoft a mind to end it here abruptly^ 

and cry mea culpa for having already made 

it too long ; but, that I am quite in the 

humour of fcribbling juft now, have ab- 

folutely nothing elfe to do, and ftiall not 

be fleepy this^houn Let me then befpeak 

a few more minutes of your indulgence, 

* (and here is another low bow) that 1 may, 

before I go to bed, fay fomething fatisfac- 

tory to thof^ few good fouls among you, 

who have m poquhillo meddled with the 

language of Spain, enough at leaft to read 

Pon Quixdte in ^the original, or to write, 

upon 
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Itrpbn occafion ^ a fkortletter to A tmre£potii^ 
-ent ^ Cadiz or Mala^^ for ia bade : of wool;^ 
or a^^ipe of ^wcet wine* i 
•^ To thofe few, therefore, I;fty, that, 
ti^batever rules or pnecepis ma;f t Ixave b^n 
"enjoined by ;riae ;Si>anilh Academy in 
-an^T'of her Five :!Fjoeatifes' tin Orthogria- 
;phy , I will, if they .gtve me leave, hearti- 
hy 'k*tgh at- their. good foujls, as I did at Tci^ 
Ibndroa In my Spanifli : E^iflbrtatio^ 
(wherein r firft called him by this ohft-- 
-rictdriftic name), if they (hall ?avei;, to 
•pleafe the lAcademy, choofe to write, fopr 
example, Diceionarki with tw;o c\ inftead 
of Dkianano with a fingle e 4 bpcaufcj, 
-(mark well my reafon) becaufe, when one 
conies to fpell the word, the firft c of 
Diccionario cannot be joined with the pre-^ 
ceding fyllable D/, and make it Die ; as 
the Spaniards, throijghout their language, 
have not one fyllable ending in ic in the 
midft of any of their words. Not iolning 
then that firft c to the preceding Z>/, it foK 
lows of ccrurfe, that you muft join it with 
the next fyllable, which is cio^ and ^P^U 
T>i^(:cioi and this would prove an ev^ent 

al 
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abfurdity, defemag darifion- rather thaijL 
criticifm. rHo>y the^i muft we. write Jt ? 
1 will tell you. The Spaniards pronounce 
picionano;. and tT)is is a 'fact, that np 
Spaniard will controvert : therefore, coq^ 
form to their pronunciation, and write it 
JDicionariOf and you fhall be -right at once, 
hat I fa^of this word,, I fay of all other 
words of the fame^ftamp, fuch as acion^ 
fati^acion\ kcion^ interdicion, hendiclon^ con^ 
ducioUy introducion ; and in fliort of all, that 
the AcademicJians direct us to Write with 
two c's, for the only reafon, "that they 
came in a ftraight Jine from fuch Latin 
tsrords, as have aSiio^.e^io^ tBioy ^nd u^io in 
^hem. If you write them not as I tell 
you, you run counter pronunciation, anJi 
cannot fpell. them to boot. Somebody 
may aniwer in the Academicians' name, 
that the two icr*s in fuch words, are a kincl 
of 'etymological fubftitution to the ct in 
^hofe mother-words, and, that fuch a fub- 
ftitution gives the Spanifh Xongue a noble 
Latin ^fpect :' But I anfwer, "that, what 
-^laniiot be fpelt ought not to be written, 

efjfiecially 
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efpecially when pronunciation ttins another 
way, or ruf^o^ as Spanifh Tailors term it* 
Are we to fpoil our pronunciation, and 
embarrafs, or impoiSbiiicate our ipeliing^ 
for the paltry fake of etymology ? I beg 
on my knees the Academician's pardon fot 
xny Italian afTurance, if they will fo call 
it : but, what do they talk of etymology, 
they, who, but t'other day, have repealed and 
annulled the old rule of writing etymolo- 
gically, Orthographiaj Philofopho^ l7>eforo^ 
Phrafej Laierinthoj DiSado^ Di^amo, and 
thoufands of other words, thus writ- 
ten in their predeceflbr's dictionary ! They 
who have enjoined us to write hencefor- 

wards, according to pronunciation ^Or/^^r^- 
jfi?, Filofofia, Te/oro^ Frafe^ LaberintOy Dh 
tado^ Ditamo^ and fo fprth ? What pri- 
vilege of exception can the wprds with 
two c\ claim, to refufe paying tax to pro- 
nunciation, when thefe lafl: pay it with- 
out muttering, and even with alacrity? 
Mind nie, Senores ^cademicos ! Let us have 
all one way, or all the t'other way. Conr 
J^ratis confiderandisj in this particular cafe^ 
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1 jdin With you aga*^nft your pfedece0brs, 
and give Pronunciation the preference over 
Etymology^ as more natural, more eafy, and 
lefs liable to miftakes. I am as fond as 
other old Chriftians, of fticking to Etymor^ 
logy J whenever it can be done, properly jand 
conveniently : but when it does lead Pfo^ 
ntmciation out of the coach-road, and, above 
all, when it does obftrud Spelling, as it 
docs in , the cafe of the two c^s — Hang 
^tymology ! Hang her by the neck, I fay ; 
9nd let ^s embrace and kifs Pronunciation ,. 
and be good friends. 

Theii again ! What do the Academicians 
td^k of etymology, who, but t'other day^ 
have told ^ us, that we muft never write any 
SpaniOi word with two s's; no matter whe- 
ther etymology demands it, or not:, ot 
courfe, that we muft write eIRey dfiPruJa^ 
qnd laEfnperadri% de Rujiaf Do they ftick 
to etynjology, when they prefcribe us fuch 
a rule ?. Who hag. ever heard of countries 
in modern Eu tope* c^ilt^ Rt^a^xl^:Pru|ta? 
The people «; large in Madrid^' and through 
feoft pjrovioc^s, of .Spain:i(Lfe?ve ^ten^ 

to 
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to it carefully myfelf), pronoijnce 7?tt^^ 
Priiffia^ Mfa^ Pafc^ Frieffii, Muejby> Qnief^ 

tera, with the fame forcible hift, by which 
the ItaliaHs;,^ the French^ the £nglijni» and 
^her nat;on$, denote the double £& ; ^6^ 
all over Spain they pponounc&v^ith anraeh 
more feeble {ibilation the fingle j> as in 
Camifa^ Cafa, Cafarfe^ ^ififi>i Sen/it ho ^ E/^- 
"pdck^ Mi/mo, Guifar, Cofi/igfMr^ and a whole 
hoft of others : and the Aeademieiaiis, 
making nothing of forcible hiffing>^ nor- of 
feeble hiffing^ and giving a kick a•^pie€e to 
etymology and pronunciation^ fliall oome 
nnd tell us, t^t we mud baniOi all doiUi^e 
s's from their language ? That we-mnlb 
write ; of courfe, pronouncoj even *he|r 
fuperlatives^ even iht pretefite imperfi^s ef 
their JubjunSihe moods, with the fame foft^* 
nefs and laxity, as we do^ for inf^anee, 
the J in the word jijhof And they (hall (end 
us to hear una Mi/a, ^s if we were to put 

r 

on our Camifa ? They (hall bid-us t^ break 
zihejo, as if it were as fof t aa %^l 
Write youi my Eh^lifli friends, write and 

I pro« 
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^roiiotitice'Vi^th a' forcible' hifsM^j ^»#, 
Prujid^ • )&^, • Portij^moy ^'ravijimb^ Supi-^ 
ii/fe, Vinieffef . and fo 'forth ; and pnlnd hot 
^ inch, precepts ahd rules, more fit for an, 
aflembly of Pifaverdes and Petimetras^ thaa 
for an Academy of -Hombres de pelo en 
pecho I ' . ' " • 

But tKefe, arid other matters, I hav€?* 
already fujEficiently difcufled in my Spanii(h ^ 
Differtation ; and I hppe the time is not 
far, that thofe, among ^the Spanifh Aca- 
. demicians, who ' have unaccountably de* 
clared for double c's, where they pronQunce 
^\ but one ; or for a fingle j, where t|iey 
p,^:onounc^ two, will think better of thef^ 
matters, before they publiih a new Ortho- 
graphy ^ndanewDiftioriary; and, wonder-^ 
ing at' their double miftake, as , well as at 
fome other overfights, committecj In their 
anterior works, will correft them^ and giy^ 
their country aod.the worfcj, a Graqimaij; 
and aDlftlonary better ''^than th9i^ we have 
at jirefent ffom* theni, and from ot^^^ of 
their- couni?ryftien'; and thus fa ve frdn^de- 

lafemeht'^ahd'iiegrayatioffi a langtiage fS 
'. I J ... J Very 
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vciy beautiful as thcks, and fb pleafing td 
my ear, that I like It even better than my 
own, though I have a very high opinion of 
my own too ; efpecially, when in the hand- 
ling of a few old friends, that are ftill ^liye 
in that Peninfula yonder, fo ftrangely 
ihaped, that it looks, like a Frenchman's 
boot. And, as to what our Tolondron may 
fay about thefefame matters, with his iV^- 
hrixas^ Covarrmfias^ and Ribadeneiras fpread 
open before him, I will anfwer only this, that 
X wifli fome fmall-beer brewer may make 
him a prefent of a rotten old barrel's bung^ 
that he may flop his foolifh mouth, when 
the£e fame matters are debated withm his 
hearing, as he can no more ipeaktothem, 
than an artichoke. 

But my candle runs low, and I Ihalf 
prefently be in the dark : therefore, 
give me leave to go to bed, that 1 may 
be up early to-morrow, to give you one; 
fpeech more about the Tolondron*s Efpan^ 
table y dffafQrado Comento. That done, 
I will continue to wi(h a good journey to 
all that go to.York> or anyr, where elfe j 

continue 
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continue* to play (hilling- whift ; continue 
to mind my book; and continue to let the 
world go round, as it has done thefe many 
years: for, to tell it yon fub Jigillo con-' 
yejjionisy left I b^ impeached of high trea- 
fon, I am as fick of the Tolondron and his 
doings, as any one of you can poffibly be : 
and, with this, buenai noches to you all, y 
Chrifto con todos. 
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TOLONORdN, 


3?EECH THE TENTH AND LA$T, 

^uan con ionta nbrui e iud inoli/liA 
Tanto parlor i* un Vijo di^^ii cavob ? 
Gamba £ kgne mioj mandalo al diamhy 
Che adsgni tmedo e* fara* fempre biftia. 

Don t^etronid ZafiibcrlueCd* 

HAVING now fairly fettled the ac- 
count between Jack and Joe, about 
their refpedive quotas of Italian and 
French, about the Spanifli comedies, the 
Spanifh orthography, the Spanish Prologo 
damned by Captain Crookfhanks, and 
fundry other matters, of infinite import- 
ance to the inhabitants of the waves, 
that moiften the littoral parts of the Britifti 
empire ; I haften to fpeak of the Tolon- 
dron's Comento on the delightfonle Hiftory 
of Don Quixote, that I may put an abfo- 
lute end to his ridiculous pretenfions of 
being a Being in the literary world, as it 
is high time for me to fave the little ink 
I have left, for my cuftomary employment 

- of 
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of A^ntifig MAri9tlc and Mitcaromc verfes to 
ih^{t^ awoftg my g9oii frim^s^ who are a» 
pl4 wd^i^le ft$ :^yfelf, ^n4 Jwk opt for 
liglit ^oiuieaujnt, i;ath.er than: grave lucu- 
l^ations^ 

yiifi raifing of that odd ftrudluf e^ now 
gobg by the tremendous mmt of' Ccmnt^^ 

« * 

if w^ credit the exulting iwerr^Mns o£ ovtt 
Tolondron, was a work {o confouiKkd 
arduouk to be carried into final and perfect 
jeQ^apktion, thaity ho lefs than two of th^ 
hs^ clima&erlai xlmfions of his life were 
fp^nt m the mere cblle&ing of its multi- 
t^dipo^s nlaterials frcmx ieveral diftant 
qi^rl^r} of this terraqueous glohe; befides^ 
J kiioly not how rnany more, in the put«> 
tiag l^hem ib taghtlj together, that thej 
jRAght not cruaible. too foon, and fall about 
our-Qcic^; asid, an £ict, fuch ha^ been the 
JfturdyipQr&veranceof his fluggifli mind, 
jt»4 f^ ittiabated drudgery of his porter^ 
likt^ h<»dy, during all that time, that 
Ctmenti^ has at laft obtaiaed the wonderous 
bulk it actually poiTeires, which, awaking 
."US ^^ out of oAir ioog and ihamfiil le^ 

U 2 ^hargy 
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thargy with regard toidaltied ohj&Cts, hzs 
forced us to get on tiptoe one behmd the 
other, and gaze with aftonifliment -on the 
Toldndronic edifide, certainly the moft un- 
architectonic and antivitruvian ever hi* 
therto erected in the b6ggi<h part of the 
lands, > that have belonged thefe maiiy 
years to my uncle Apollo^ and his chdtiti- 
cleering laieces. ^ 

One of the chief contrivances that the 
' great Tolpndron has h^d recourse ^0, in 
order to make Comento'^s huge and du** 
Table as the Memphitic maffes, wis* the 
unboundfed ufe he made of half a fcore 
folio and quarto didionaries, out of the 
.bowels : whereof, he dug a confiderable 
quantity of words, with their explanations 
at full length, without caring a hob-nail, 
while en^loyed in the Ayeat' provoking 
labour, whether thofe, who were ,.toL read, 
or to confiilt the ftrange work, wanted. 
Of not, tho{c words and thofe explanations. 

If mafter Jack (fay ■ I, in the great fim- 
\ plicity of iny heart) intended his Comento 

►for the inhabitants of Spain, ought he not 

to 
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to. have prpyicjufly -taken into his wife con- 
fidcration,. whether, or not, the good folks 
youder ftood in need of having their own 
words explained to them ? Words, that 
the mofl: illiterate . among them under- 
ftand ; or, in the contrary cafe, that they 
all<:ango.to look, for in thpft very dic-» 
tionaries, wherefrom Jack has given 
(hem ? On this pointy . therefore, fubmif- 
fively/ craving his'iteq thoufand pardons, 
his Xftipndronfliip . feem$ to me, to have 
been . toloudronically abfurd beyond all 
decent limits of tolondronical abfur4ityf 
efpecially if it is true, as I humbly con* 
ceive to be ^e real cafe, that the Spani- 
ards are no fuch flranger$ to the words of 
their. \own tongue, as not to know the 
meaning, that he has idly given them, of 
hidalgo y defocupado, cuchiUada^ cuernoj alborozo^ 
corral^ aptlUdo^ cafcabeUs^^trompetay defpeha^ 
deroj jumentOj pajar^ candil^ camaranchon^ 
naipesj tlnofb^ and three or four thoufands 
other fuch, which in their country are 
every day as nauch in every body'? mouth, 
as bread and- bMtter are every day in Eng- 

U3 • land. 




land. 1 fty the fame of thde tnoft tdtii-* 
tnon phrafe^, rn uH cefrttr )ie tjt$^ adertar a 
pajarj ton las fetenas, ffedtcar en de/krtbi a 
targa tetttida^ Jacar tl pit id hdo^ dejbubrlr 
h hiktstufy fid canfentir c^Jquiihs^ pedir - de lo 
tar^^pmincwyh^riijari and fome tbo^ifacids 
raofe^ all AS trlt* all over Spam, as In this 
tStiyititTyh^ doy<M4, tn^ Vify Kwll tiumiym. 
Iftdeed, there k 'no' C0fc(le»r/thtt I know ; 
there is m biritkkyeftjtid-tiibftfi^y-^wecp* 
cr in all NeW^aftile,^ di Old-Ga^ile, but 

what hafe At his fitigets etid the trte ^and 

•f . 

gfellttine ilgnification of all foch words 
and phrafes ; nor do any of them ftatid 
in the leaft heed of going fdr thfeir explana- 
tit)ns t*) his Atdrtle^ to his NkMxa, *o his 
Covarruvias^ mucb lef§ to iiis^ CmimU: 
and much Itfs ilill, to ^mntiut Curtius^ 
Horner^ Bihlia Viil^Ma^ Scriptora de Morbo 
GaUi^yznA to ai^y other boqdc or le;(icon, 
rcgiftered in the Catalogue of the Authors, 
that his TbloAdtanihip has quoted v^th 
the paltry view of making a p^aide of his 
learning) 'no miJXtt tv^bech^r it came in at 

the 
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the fore-door, ftt the back-door, or at no 
door at alU 

Thjg man may arifwer, jthfit he writ his 
Cotmni^ for the ufe of the. Bnglifl). For 
the EngUOi with all my heart I I like the 
Englifli well enough to wiih them ple»)ti-? 
fill crops of Comentos^ provided they be 
fuch, as may prove ufeful to them ! Bwt^ 
if you wrote it for th^ Ei)gli(h, why did 
you not write it in Englift), ajs the EngUfh 
tongue, falvo errore^ is commonly better 
underftood in England, than the Spanifh 
tongue ? And what need, befides, hjad any 
Englifhman that reads. Don Quiyote jq. 
the original, of any explanation of com- 
mon Sp^niih words, and Spaniih commoi^ 
phrafes ? How could you be fuch a tho- 
rough dok, as not to conceive, that ther^ 
is, no reading an outlandiOi bopk. Without 
having previoufly maftered fo much of the 
language, in which it is written, as ilot to 
want every individual fignification of every 
common word, a4id every common phrafe 
in it '? 

Be that as it will, replies the undaunted 

U 4 Tolon- 
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Tolondron : Sore am I, that neither Ba^ 
retti, the atrocious culprit, nor Johnfon^ 
the wicked apolpgift, nor Johannes Ihre^ 
the compiler of the Sulo-Gothlcum Lexicon^ 
nor Falerius' Maximus^ the lieutenant in the 
caftem army,' nor Epam'imndas^ nor Zofo- 
after, nor any other imaginable body, 
named, or not named in the Comento^ could 
have fallen on, a more fubtle and eafier 
method than mine, of digging out of 
Spanifh Diftionaries, thoufands and thou- 
fands of words and phrafes, to make it 
corpuleat, as I made it, by tranfplantihg 
them into it, bodies and fouls at once. 
And do you not fee, that, without fo cun- 
ning a contrivance, poor Comento would 
have looked as lank and lean, as a French 
marquis that had never feen a round oi 
beef, but in the' prints of Hogarth ? — ^To- 
londron for ever, huzza !— This is a co- 
gent, an unanfwerable reafon ; and I love 
reafon s cogent and unanfwerable. 

-Another of the clever and fpeedy means 
(yet not fo fpeedy neither) employed by 
Jack to impinguate Comento^ has been, that 

of 
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of quoting, o^t of various poems, ibngs, 
, and chivalry-books, a gre^t many, paf- 
fages, that bear refemblance to piaffages j*n . 
Don Quixote, and bring them nofe to * 
nofei Don Quixote, for inftance, enters 
a wood full of trees: and lo ! Amadis 
de Gaul has likewlfe entered a wood, that 
was full. of» trees, ^ppu Quixote falls flat 
from his iiorfe to the ground. Does he ? 
Tirante the white, and Olivante the yeU 
low, both fell, as flat as flounders, from 
their horfes to the ground. Don Quixote 
kneels to a fair lady, that rides alone upon 
a lilly-white palfrey by the walls of a caf- 
tle, built on the eaft-fide of a clear and 
rapid river. Where is the wonder of that ? 
Splandian^ RJnaldoy Platir, Palmerino, Florif^ 
marte^ St. George, St. Martin^ and feveral 
fcores more, of knights, all belonging to 
the erratic fraternity, have all kneeled to 
fair ladies, who rode alone upon lilly- 
white palfreys, by the fides of ciaftles, that 
wefe built on the eaftern, vireftern, fouth- 
ern, or northern bank of this, and that, 
and t'other clegf and. rapid ftream. 

There 
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There is no end m the Commo of fuch 
parallel paflages^ that throw a inoil radiant 
light on Cervantes' obfcur e and xnyfterioi^s 
hiftory: but, what can one {ay to that 
ferocious quantity of appofite erudition, 
brought for this fame purpofe of iliuflra** 
tion, by our nioft learned Toiondron, iu 
moft pages of Comento? The EngUfh^ 
man that has read Don Quixote, in any 
one of the tranflatiions^ may remember, 
that a galley-rogue is mentioned in it, 
whofe name was Ginis de Psfamonf^; a 
very nimble fellow, who Aole affe^, exhi- 
bited puppeits, made monkeys fpeak^ and 
wore a patch on one of his eye§, that 
he might not be known by th? officers 
of the Holy Brofherhood^ From what fa- 
mily the clever gentleman was defcended^ 
had always been a fecret impenetrable to 
the Spanilh Genealogies, as the prudent 
Cervantes, few: reafons beft known to him- 
felf, did not t;hink proper to majce his 
hook iu^telligible to his countrymen, by 
reveplirig to them that family- fecret. But 
TolondrpHj to whofe opera-glafs not an atom 

of 
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of any viliblc obje£t ever could efcape, 
has fpicd, in a foiall crevice of an Ita- 
lian poem, a tall, comely and fubftantiat 
gi^in,^ jchpcd Pajfamonte : and, as the re- 
femblance between Paffamdnte and P^a^ 
tnonte^ may, without the kaft exaggeni'* 
tkm, be compared to that of two eggs 
dropped by the fame hen, Tolondron has 
fairly conje£lured, that the Giant Paffa^ 
mofOe was the founder of the illuftrious 
Pajfamonte "family^ and, of courfe^ one of 
our Ginir progenitors ; poflibly the Ata-- 
vus or Tritavus of him : nor fliould I be 
much furprifed, if, in the Appendix to 
ComentOf fi^iially on the anvil. Jack were 
to affirm^ that die Genejis of Mojes was in* 
dubitably the great-grand-mother of the 
fame G/W5, as the refemblance is likewife 
amazing between Ginis and Genejis. 

I intend not to attempt Tiere the great 
undertaking of giving even a fore-ihort- 
ened idea of Jack's book-learning, and of 
fetting down even fo little, as the quarter- 
part 6f the erudition he has colleSed out 
of his Bibtiotheca^ wherewith he has em^d- 

lifted 
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JUhtd and fet'oiF his Comento. A turnip- 
waggpn, adlualljr, going from Streatham, 
or Tooting, to -any of thiS: lyondon mar- 
kets, carries not half fo many fine turnips, 

« 

zs-Cctmento does erudite quotations. That 
you^,.may not,- however, be ^uite difap- 
pointed on this article^ there go fome few 
of them^ by way of fample : and I am fa- 
tisficd, that you will find them of as quick 
a reliih, as any turnips you; have ever 

eaten with your boiled mutton. 

« •■ 

To do all.poflible honour to one of the 
two illuftrious Margravines, who affifted 
incog, at the auguft ceremony of Don 
Quixote's . knighting, Tolondron informs 
you, that, at the diftance of a league: from 
the town of JlnUquera^ where that cjhafte 
lady was • born, there is a mod copious 
fpring of water, which, by falling down-r 
wards almo ft, perpendicularly, makes above, 
twenty mills go round and. round, to the 
great comfort and e/nolument of a^ aiany mil- 
lers and their families', th?t keep themfqlves 
fropmftarvirng by the grinding of corn : and 
no body w411 depy, but this illuftraticiri of 

the 




the text contributes mightily to the ex- 
quifite delight given the beholders of that 
kingly, ceremony, fortunately graced^ by 
the kind intervention of tb6 beautiful Mar^' 
gravine/* tfnd ;her fweet-fmelling friend 
Dona Tolofa de Rdtneiidon y J^eridan^a., *. 

^The Spanifh- appellation of Hidalgo^ by 
fome of your Eiiglifli tfanftators, is ren^ 
dered by that of Country ^Squire or Country 
Gentleman: but as fuch a verfion leaves the 
tdxt in a'.nioft deplorable ambiguity,* Jack 
tr inflates it much better by thele more 
learned and more fpecific words : ** Hidalgo 
*' in Spaniih ind Fidalga' in Portuguefe^ 
*^ ille Jolum dicitur^ qui Chrijiiana virtute 
*^ pallet*^' and fo good a chriftian is Jatk, 
as not to know, that there are many HidaL 
gos in Spain, many Fidalgbs in Portugal;, 
and many (I ought to (zy fetv) Country 
Gentlemen and Country *^qu/res in England, 
qui Chri/liana virtute nan omnino pollent ; ydt 
all go promilciioufly by thofe honorific ap- 
pellations, not only when awake, but even 
.wl%en they are faft a-fleep. 


Cervantes, 




Cervantes^ in the Curate's {crntmy (a 
ilovenly fcrutiny in my opiQioh) of Don 
Qjiixote's booksy has named the Cm^ea^ 
wMch he fays to have been a work of Don 
lAiis de AoHa. Jack^ who tiever faw tb<s 
book» yet waot^ to make you believe be 
hiSy make^ this fhort note oh the title of 
that book i ^^ La Catolea : Hi^tmyftm Stm^ 

tkme^ What' that Hieretv^nt^^, hiad to 4o 
there^ I know not : but| has iM>t Jack xmi^ 
taken one book for another ? That is what 
I fufped:, because h^ flatly contradSi£i;s his 
text* However » bits of \j\tm^ whether 
out of Dm Nkbolisis Antmo^s Bikih/becay or 
out of Fakrius Maxinms^ always gite a good 
look to a Commentator^s notes^ iay what 
you will; and if fuch not^s explain bo* 
things who cares ? 

That you may be duly appriEedt as how 
Duldtiea was Don ^ixote^s mijdrefs, Jack 
4ells you, that DonGalaor h&dvimAAvfS^ 
toOt called AUeva ; a wonderful prritty 
girl, that had the honour of being maid of 
honour to ^een Grindalaya^ What a deal 
4 oi 
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of learning h^s Jack) and how he brings 
it forward to difencuttibel: and difeiitangle 
his text, and mike it as plain, as if it 
were in profe ! 

Whereas Ambrofio^ln his fcolding fpeech 
to Mdrcelta^ has, very a-propos, happened 
to name the emperor Nero^ to whom he 
juftly compares that pretty, milk-maid. 
Jack informs us all, on the unqneftionable 
authority of many ancient hiftorians, that 
•* the huming of Rome lofted Jix days And fe* 
ven nights ;" which piece of erudition 
renders moft luminous Ambrofto^s fpeech to 
the crofs-grained damfel, who delighted, 
like the emperor Nero, in nothing fomuch, 
as to fit in the (hadow of cork-trees, when 
the weather was fultry. 

As Don Quixote fays fomewhere of 
himfelf, that he could and did write verfesi 
Jack clears up the equivocable expref- 
fioft by telling you, that Amadis and 
Olivante compofed many love-fbngs iu 
praife of their refpective fwcet-hearts : 
and, to iHuftrate the text ilill more, he 
adds, that Rinaldoy though a French- 
man^ 


man, Could toiicli occalionally tHe Welch- 
harp in as mafterly a manoer, as if he had 
been born at Carmarthen* 

Don Quixote ftands up ftoufly for the 
fupcriority of arms over letters ; and Jack 
fays, that, apud Dodlores controverfum ejl^ an 
Miles praferatur DoSlori ; but, that the £c- 
clefiq/les^ without any regard for DoSlor 
^xotus^s opinion, 4ecides this knotty quef^ 
tion by that famous axiom : melior ejijapi^ 
entiar quam arma belHca. Was I wrongs 
when I created him a Salanumca-Gorron 
out of my own undifputable authority ? 

Cervantes mentioned King Pepin and ^ 
Cbarkmain^ when he told us, that they 
were both killed in Pajfamonte^s puppet-^ 
' Jhow. - Jack, however, denies the truth of 
that fact, and will have it, that, both Char^ 
lemain and King Pepin y died many years be* 
fore, not in Spain, and by a fingle cut of 
Don Quixote's irrefiftible fword in that 
puppet-fliow ; but in France, and of a na- 
tural death, in confecjuence of fome fevers 
they both caught in their latter days : and 
to prop his ftrange contradiction, he notes 

down 
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down with wonderful accuracy the very 

years, in which the two monarchs died. . • 

Cervantes affirms — Reader, have mercy 

upon me, and be not fo indifcreetly cruel, 
3S to force me to produce more fpecimens 
of our Tolondron's iramenfe erudition ! 
Suffice, that ' Tolondron is very " erudite, 
and knows how to adapt his learning nicely 
to his laudable purpof e of expounding 
and illuftrating his text, always dark and 
unintelligible. Mercy, mercy, gentle rea- 
der, and do not fufFer me to wafte my 
powers to Co very filly an end ; but let me 
go»on in my own manner, which, if not 
the mofl fatisfactory to thee, will cer- 
tainly prove the leaft fatiguing to thy 
humble fervant ; and thou haft no right 
to make me drive this way, or that 
way, as if I were a hackney coach-man. 

Such, or thereabout,' is the main nsie- 
thod purfued by the wife Jack, to impin- 
guate Comento, and do away all obfcurities 
in Cervantes' oracular book : and quite 
unreafonable would I make free to call the 
Oxford QV Cambridge fcholar, that were 

X to 
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to complain of his want of cxa^inefs in his 
quotations out of the poem, fong, or chi- 
valry-book, from which all his erudition 
was extrafted ; as his Tolondronihip hias 
taken the trouble to fet down, not only 
the titles of the works, out of which he 
got it, but, fuch a chapter of fuch a 
book, fuch a page of fuch a chaper, 
and fuch a line of fuch a page* How 
could * otherwife any Spaniard, or any 
Englifliman ; nay, any Egyptian, or any 
Ethiopian, ever conceive, underftand, 
comprehend, and be thoroughly perfuaded 
and convinced, that Don ^ixote did fo 
and fo, if Tolondron had neglefted to 
tell him that Don Galaor did fo and fb ? 
How c(mld Dulcmea ever have winnowed 
her wheat in her back-yard, liMellfendra 
had not fat the whole day long in the bal- 
cony, looking wiftfuUy towards France I 
Hmv could Sancho ever have eatjen his bread 
and cheefe, if Gandalin had never gotten a 
dinner ? 

Poor Jack, among the feveral misfortunes 
that have befallen him,* has run his nod- 
die againft one of the fuudry volumes pub- 

Uflied 
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lifhed by my old acquaintance Father Sar^ 
mienio{zs iie tells us in thePrologo damned 
by the Captain); wherein that learned Fa- 
ther fays, that *^ one needs to have read all 
*' that Cervantes had read, in order to under* 
' ^* Jiand I)on Siuixote :'* and, without recol- 
lecting, that learned Fathers^ as well as 
learned Sons, will, at times, fay ftrange 
things, for the fole reafon, that they hap- 
pen fuddenly to cpme acrofs their fancies, 
the paflive Tolondron, who fwallows down 
for true every aflertion he finds in any 
outlandifli book, prefently fwallowed with- 
out ghewing the learned Father's, prefent^ 
ly procured many of the books that he 
conjectured Cervantes had read, and pre- 
fently thick- ftre wed Comento with paf- 
fages out of them, whenever and where- 
ever he chanced to fpy any, . that bore 
any likenefs to any paffage in his text, 
no matter whether fuch likenefs was as 
that of a night-cap to a man's fpot, or of a 
galligalkin to a woman's head : and, that 
he might not be wanting to himfelf, he 
got likewife a confiderable number of 
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Other fine things out of his other faooks^ 
no matter whether written in Spanifli or 
Italian, Greek or Latin,* Dutch or Suio- 
Gothick : and thofe fine things he thrufted 
piece-meal into Comento^ with as much in- 
duftry and Ikill, as the London-Tavern 
cook would bits of . lard into beef-a- 

m 

la- mode : by which furprifing means 
we are at laft come to fee quite clear 
through the fog of Cervantes' moft foggy 
performance, and to comprehend every tit- 
tle of it, as well as if we had written it 
ourfelves with our own Hamburgh-goofe- 
quills. 

But, to be ferious, if it is poffible to 
be ferious when about fo merry a fubjedt : 
.whatever the learned Benediftine may have 
faid, or the unlearned Tolondron may have 
believed, Don Quixote is a book that 
wants no Comento, but what may be con- 
tained in two or three pages, as very few 
arc the things in it that want explanation 
and clarification. Travelling through 
Spain, one meet? with it, not only in 
almoft every gentleman's houfe ; but not 

feldom 
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feldom in inns, in barbers' (hops, and in 
peafants' cottages : ^ and boys and girls, 
ten years old, underftand it as well as 
grown folks; nor is ever anybody ftopt 

in the perufal by any difficulty. Roblnfon 
Crufoe\\\ England, Gil Bias in France, and 
Bertoldo in Itajy, are not better under- 
ftood, than Don ^ixote is in Spain : and 
Cervantes himfelf was fo far from fufpefk- 
ing his book would ever want a comment, 
that he courageoufly predicted the popula- 
rity of it, not only in his own country, but 
in many countries : nor can a book ever 
be popular, that wants a comment to 
• make it intelligible. Far from harbouring 
any fuch idea, or hinting, that, to under- 
jftand his 'Don Qmxote, we were to read 
the chivalry and other filly books he had 
read himfelf, Cervantes condemned them 
all to be burnt by means of the Curate : 
and the few, that he did not doom to the 
flames, were not faved with a view that 
they fhould affift readers to underftand Don 
Quixote, but out of partiality to this and 
that, on fome other account. Fling you, 
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Mr John Bowie, fling. Into the fire your 
Cpmento likewife ; as I tell it you again, 
that there is not one line throughout Doa 
Quixote in want of any of your explanati- 
ons ; or point out only one^ that you 
have explained better, than any Spa- 
nifli girl could have done. Single words 
there are here and there in Don Quixote, 
that a Spanifli girl, and a Spanifli boy too, 
muft aik mamma the meaning of: but 
fuch words fcarce go be)»ond half a dozen, 

or a whole dozen, if )^6u will have it fb : 
and half a dozen, or a whole dozen 
of words, are no fit fubje£l for a Com-* 
mmt fo very voluminous- as your Tolon- 
dronfhip's ; befides that, the explanation 
of words does not belong to Commenta- 
tors, but to Dictionary- makers : and I will 
d^re to fay, that It would not prove diffi- 
cult to find in Robin/on Crufoe a dozen words 
not underftood by boys and girls, who ftill 
will read it through, and think it a very 
clear and intelligible book, that ftands in 
no want of a comment. What then figni- 
fies all your foollfh erudition, brought into 
your iooYiihComento^ for the fole foolifli pur- 

. pofe 
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pofe of IhowlngyoUr fooUfc felf ofF? and 
what becomes of that immenfe farrago of 
quotations from your dictionaries, frona 
your poems, fongs, and chivalry-books, that 
illuftrate nothing, expound nothing, and 
clear up nothing at all ? What becomes 
of your numberleis paflfages out of your 
filly and forgotten ^robas and Capias^ which 
are no better than blind beggars' compofi- 
tions, or old nurfes lullabies to ftill babes, 
and make them fleep ? How could a thick- 
bearded man like you lofe his time in 
treafuring up all tliat farrago of filly pieces, 
as if they had all been Greek fragments 
of the renwteft antiquity, to be added to 
the Arundelian doUeftion ? You were much 
in the right, no doubt, in chobfirig the 
faftuous motto: iLibera per vacuum pofui 
"veftigia prtncepSf Non aliena meoprejji pede ; 
as no body, but a Princepi^ohndronorumj 
would have attempted the princely under-- 
taking of treading and wading through the 
fpacious bog of miry nonfenfe, you have 
trod and waded through during fourteen 
years J foundering knee-deep at every ftep, 
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and with an admirable mulifh fortitude, 
that you might blefs us at laft with as 
doltifli and defpic^ble a work, as ever was 
feen, fince I^Jqah's coming out of the Ark 
on the Armenian mountain ! Come now, 
ye Mor^lifh and Divines, to ftun us dead, 
by vociferating in our ears, that time is 
fleeting, and muft be . well employed ! 
John Bowie tells you, that, befides Gines^ 
there was another Pqjjamonte in this world : 
that Don Gatdor had for a fweet-heart one 
of ^en Grindalayds maids of honour; and 
thinks he has employed his time very well, 
when he enabled himfelf, by conftant ftu^ 
dy ^Mxmg fourteen years ^ to give you fuch 
important pieces of information. 

But let me, gentle reader, or ungentle, 
if thou art ungentle, produce to thee only 
one fpeciqnen more of our Commentator's 
great ability in expounding the various and 
oblcure fenfes of his text, which (or 1 am 
fadly miftaken) will prove to thee the 
moft edifying and inftru&ive thing thou 
halft ever read : and I will have thee know, 
that I have fuch a regard for thee, . as I 

(hould 
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flhould be quite vexed to fend thee home, 
withoyt fome little inftruftion or edifica- 
tion of fome kind or others , 

In my Spantjh Dijfertaiton already mcnti- 
oneVl, I have happened to obferve, that the 
Academicians, who compiled the gregt 
Spanifh Dictionary, had been fo remifs in 
coUeSing words, as to omit even fome, that 
are to be found in their moft common 
books : and, to back my obfervation, I 
quoted about Jive and thirty out of Don 
Quixote alone. Mafter Jack, who takes 
every body to be as ignorant as himfelf, in 
his remarks dn my obfervation, did not 
mifs the opportunity of palming himfelf 
upon thofe among his Englifli readers, 
who know nothing, of Spanifh, for a mighty 
Hifpanift, by explaining to me, thofe few 
among the thirty-five^ that he could make 
out : but how did he contrive to fave his 
credit with regard to thofe, that he could 
not make out ? Some of thefe^ faid he, are 
not in general ufe ; and fome do not belong to 
the Spani/h language^ though fpoken by San^ 
'i:ho and his wife : Erga^ not one of the two 

clalTes 
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cl^es has a right to a place in the Acsde^ 
mkians^ Di£lionary. Such is the drift of 

* the Tolondron's argumentf and no Tofon-* 
dron in the univerfe could . ever argue 
more tolondronically^ as, according to this 
fine doctrine, we muft not have in Spa^* 
nifli dictionaries all the words we read in 
Don Quixote : and, if we are not to have 
them in thofe dictionaries, you may de» 
peiid on, it, that we are not to look for 
them in the Comento ndther« 

But, what I was going to fay^ is, that, 
among the thirfy-Jive words* of which tho 
Tolondron condefcended to give me the 
meaning, there is the word Bogiganga. 
This word, fay5 Jack, means a particular 
hnd ^ Farce. 

A . particular kind of Farce ? Thank 
you. Jack ; thank you dearly : and let me 
now, with this pretty explanation in my 
head, trahflate the paffage in Don Quixote, 
wherein there is the word Bogiganga. The 
paffage runs thus : 

• *' Eftando en €;ffas platicas, quifo la fuerte 
** que Uegaffc uno veftido de Bogiganga^^ 

That 
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That is: ^'^ While thus talking^ chance 
" would have it, that there came a fellow 
" dreffed in a particular kind of farce f 

Hey-day ! What is a man drejfed in a 
kind of farce? Farces are flage-exhibitions^ 
out of which no taylor could eyer make a 
pair of breeches ; much lefs z whole, fuit ! 
Jack, Jack, this explanation : of yours is 
greatly ^too abfurd to be right! You had 
better to give me another. What fay 
• . you ? 

Ay, quoth Jack, in a note at bottom of 
the page : this can only be eo^lained to^ the 
reader of the original \ for which^ see the 
Cpmento. 

But pray, good Jack ! Why can the 
word Bogiganga only be explained to the 
reader of the original ? i have long thought 
the Engltfh tongue copious enough, to 
enable any Engliihman to explain any 
word, ever fo odd and abftrufe, of any 
outlandifh language, weris it even that of 
Pipiripao^ ni not with a direft equivalent 
Englifli word, by means at leaft of a cir* 
(cumlocution ! 

Matter 
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Mafter Jack fliafces his wife head to and 
fro, perfifts in his opinion^ that his native 
language is inadequate to the enormous 
talk of explaining fo very difficult a word, 
as that of Bogiganga: and, if you are ob- 
llinatcly refolved upon founding this 
Eleufine Myftery, this Free-Mafon-Secret, 
to the very bottom, you muft open your 
filfc-purfe, take three good guineas out of 
it, buy his edition, carry it home, fit yoiir- 
felf down, and fearch into it fqr the wiflied- 
for explanation. No other option is left 
you. And is this not a good contrivance, 
to help the fale of an unfaleable book ? 
Thanks to thee, good ^Crookfhanks, for 
thy valuable prefent, that has faved me 
from the neceffity of helping on Jack's 
lucrative fchemes ! Here then is Comento^ 
fpick and fpan ! What does Comento fay 
a.bout the magical word Bogiganga \ 

Lomento explains it to the reader of the 
original in the following words; which I 
copy here with the greateft exaflnefs, 
itaUcs^ etceteras^ numbers^ znd bad orthbgra ^ 
/^, juft as they are in th^fecond part of 

Cotnento^ 
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Cvmento, page 31, litie 9 ; and, on fending 
this ftieet to the Printer, 1 will not forget 
to write a few words to his Compofitor, 
to beg of him to be particularly careful iif 
this place, that Mr. Commentator may not 
complain of my not having copied his 
Spaniflx faithfully. Here goes Jack's ex- 
planation. 

" "Ay ocho maneras de companias y 
** reprefentantes, y todas diferentes. Entre 
** efas Boxiganga, Farandula, &c. En la 
'* boxiganga van dos mugeresy un mlicha- 
** cho, feys 6 fiete compaheros, y aun 
** fuelen ganar tnui buenos difgtifi^s: 79. 
^* 29* porque nuncafalta un hombre necioj un 
" bravo, un mal fufrido, &c. &c., kojas* 
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51. 2. 6.'' 


Now, good Jack ; yoU that, in one of 
your four letters to Mr. Urbatiy called your- 
felf a tranflator ffdtit the Spanijb^ give us in 
Engiifh the true and exaft meaning of this 
precious bit of your Comenta. 

Nothing fo eafy, upon my honour, fays 
Jack, with a pretty fjtoile : and here you 

have 
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have it, every bit as clea£ aiid as perfpicu^ 
ous^ as Iq the original. 
. *' There are eight kinds of companies 
^^ and aftorSy and all different. Among 
^* them Boxiganga^ Farandula^ &c. In 
'^ the hoxiganga there* go two women and 
a boy, lir or feven companions, and. alio 
liable to get very good dlfgufty: 79, 29* 
** becaufe nev&' is thete wanting a fcdifi 
^^ iBa^,.a.bullyt an impatient man, &c.&c« 
" tUqas. 51. »• 6/' 

Idlb reader, that haft the patience to go 
through this page, thou wilt certainly fay^ 
that, by this tranflation of Mr. Bowlegs 
Spaniih note, I am playing booty to the 
poor coir, and humbugging thee at a great 
rate : but, I aiTure thee, that I fcorn to be 
mean, and would not do fuch a thing for 
all the money thou . mayft have at thy 
banker' $• What need, befides, if I were 
even a duplicate of Mr. John Bowie, to 
have recourfe to unfair tricks, when one 
has to deal with fo foolilh a. fencer, as 
comes, on unbuttoned, and expofes his 
broad bofom fo awkwardly to all pafles, 
4. that 
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that one may hit him, as . if he were a 
man of ftraw ? My tranflation, j repeat it, 
is quite faithfu) : and if it conveys to thee 
iK>diing, but ftark nonfenfe, fo docfs the' 
original to me : nor is it my faalt, if both 
convey nothings • but ftark nonfenfe, both 
to thee and me, aiid help us no more to the 
explanation of the word Bogigbftgay than a 
chapter of the Alcoran, or of the Zenda 
Vefta : not be thou fo curious, as to aik 
me even fo little, as a guefs at the mean* 
ing of the note, I am no more*a conjuror 
than my next neighbour, and can tranflate 
Spaniih words , faft^ enough ; but qannot 
guefs at the meanitig of Jack's nonfenfe, 
which is always "of fo fuperlative.a kind^ 
as no body can make head, nor tail of, 
were he even to diftil his brains through 
a limbeck. What I can do, is, to make 
thee take notice, that this is the mighty 
linguift, who is ready to fwear to nly 
tofal ignorance of Spani/h^ and offers to teach 
it me, magnanimoufly beginning to give 
me the real fignification of my thirty^five 
wor<j8, among which that of Bogiganga. 

What 
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What a pity I am fo old, as to be' unfit to 
go to his fchool ! Go to it thyfelf, reader, 
and be documented by the moft Ikilful 
documentor in the three kingdoms, that 
thou mayft learn to make Comentos. 

But ftill, Mr. Pickpocket, or Mr» 
Culprit, or what you are : if you know 
what Bogiganga means, do, tell it us your- 
felf intelligibly, and With as little circum- 
locution, as you can. 

What ? Tell it intelligibly ? Ay I and, 
who alks this queftion of me ? Is* it a gen- 
tleman, or a lady ? 

A lady, to be fure,! and a young one 
too : and a very pretty one, in her mam- 
mals opinion^ as well as*in her own. 

Well then, lady pretty. Stick your 
needle in that chip-^-hat you are covering 
with gauze, and liften patiently ; becaufe, 
to tell in Englilh the meaning bf a Spanilh 
word, that has puzzled our great Com- 
mentator, is not to be done in a trice, I 
warrant you. Bogiganga then means- 
Let me fee. It means—— 

What? 
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What ? but with it at once, dear Mr. 
Culprit. 

It means Punchinello. 

Punchinello I You are laughing': that 
cannot be ! • 

But I fay it is fo. Bogigangd means nei- 
ther more nor lefs, than Punchinello. With 
this meaning in your head, tranflate now 
youffelf the paffage in Don Quixote, and 
you will fee how well it fits. 

" -Llego, uno de la^compania veftido de 
** Bogiganga.** 

" There came one of the company in a 
*' PmchineUodrefs:^ 

.This tranflation, you fee, is as clear as 
your complexioA, lady pretty. 

Clearer at leaft, than Mr. Bowie's two 
explanations ! And what was the man fay- 
mg, that it could not be tranflated, but to 
a reader of the origiml r Thank you, good 
Mr. Culprit, for your better opinion of 
our EnghOi language. But. here is Coufui 
Maitland, a ftudious boy of Captain 
Crookfhanks's acquaintance, juft come • 
from Tunbridge-fchool, who wants to 
know what he calls the temohgy of that 

' *Y Spanifh 
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Sp^nifh word • Dott^t joif c jtt it ^ coti- 

fm ? 

Young Maitlandy I know what j6\x 
incan : but do you, want to be as lipar^ed 
as myiclf, you faucy rogue i 

And more if I could* 

Well faid, my lad 1 I will thea tell ym 
what Bogigmga. n^eeans, from t^^ ,J3^ to the 
^i^t Hufli ! ' 

Bogigofiga^ which I would rather write 
Boxfganga^ though in qppo^tion Jtp- the 
Spanilh Academicians' editioii of Don 
Quixote, might . as well be writteu ^^z- 
gangaj as the • Spaniards make almoft ne 
difference between a J?^ and a ^, and ufe 
them promifcuoufly in their fpeech : and 
Foxiganga is a coalition, or coalefcence, of 
the Spanish feminine fubftantive Fg% [in 
Latin Fox^ in Englifla Foice\ and the Spa- 
nifli feminize adjective gangoja^ oddly 
ihortened to ganga: and Fozgangofa nfieans a 
Jquedking and nafal voice ^ like that o£Ptsnchi* 
nelloy who> as you' well know, fpeaks with 
a fqueaking voice, that feqms to come out 
at his nofe, bbcaufe the fellow^ who^ io a 

• ' puppet- 
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piippet-fhow^ maiiftges tli« {)tippet called 
PuncbmeUoy OT Puaoh^ (as EngUih folks atn 
breviate it) ipeaks with a tin* whiftle in 
kis mouthy whicfh makes him. emit that 
comical kind of voipe^ 

To make you as learned as myfelf^ I 
muft tell you, Maitland, that Punchinello 
m Italy, and Boxiganga in Spain, befides 
their appearing as puppets in puppet- 
(howsy as they do in England, are alfo 
Dramatis Perjon^m fome farcical extempore 
comedies, moflly exhibited by ftrolling 
, players. Of courfe, the parts of Boxiganga 
and Punchinello are aded by men like you 
and me, and not by dolls in breeches, as 
Punch is in England : and I aiTure you, 
that, when the fellow, that afts the part 
of Punchinello or Boxiganga in either coun- 
try, happens to have wit and humour, as 
is often the cafe ; not only the vulgar, but 
the very bcft fort of people, cannot help 
beipg thrown into immoderate fits of 
laughter in fpight of their teeth. Don 
Quixote owns, that, when young, he liked 
greatly the Car Ma and the Farcmdula ; 
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that is thofft ^w futpes Md ccmedtes^ : and 
I owir too, that, whetiyoiuig,.! liked them 
as. well as he ; nor am I fure, that I ihdtild 
diflike them now, that am old, wexo I:ta 
fee them again. And, fince I am about 
it, having given you the etymology of 
Boxiganga, I may as well give you that 
of Punchinello, as it is not to be found in 
Johnfon's Dictionary, nor in any. dicti* 
onary that ever I looked into ; nor in the 
Pot-pourri of Monjieur de Vobaire, where/ he 
talks much of Polichinelle^ and, befides.his 
hife and Adventures J gives his genealogy with 
as much correctnefs, as if the humpback 
little fellow were a defcendant of the fa-* 
mous Marjbal Duke of Luxembourg^ who 
was Irkewife as humpback, as our friend 
Punchinello. 

Know then, that the Englifli word 
Punchinello is in Italian Pulcinella^ which 
means a hen-chicken. I need not tell 
you, Maitland, that chickens voices 
are fqueaking and nafal: and for this 
reafonf, as wel} as becaufe chickens are 
timid and powerlefs^ my whimiical coun- 
trymen have given the name of Pulcinellay 

or 
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otHen^chkken^ to that comic character, both 
en the ftage, and in the puppet-»fhow ; the 
(how being nothing elfe, but an imitation 
of the ftage, and a kind of abbreviatyjre 
of it. By this etymology you may fee, 
that Punchin ello and Bogtganga are nearly 
allied, as they nearly convey the fame ideai 
the idea of a man that /peaks with afqueak^ 
ing voice through his nofe : nor are you to be 
told neither, that Punchy in your pvppet-- 
fhows, being but a timid and Wfak fellmsf^ 
is always thrtflied by the other puppet- 
actors in the Ihow ; yet always boafts of 
victory after they are gone, as feeble cow- 
ards are apt to do, bragging, that they * 
have gotten the better of thofe, by whom 
they were foundly baftinadoed.- 

To all this abftrufe and wonderful eru- 
dition I rnuft ad^, that the Spaniards call 
Ganga a wijd bird, of the web«footed l^ind, 
becaufe her voice,* like thatofgeefe, ducks, 
and other birds of that fort, \sfqueaking and 
nafal; and it is a moot point, whether 
from the bird Ganga cajpe the Spanifh 
gdjective Gangofo^ S^^g^if^y or the very con- 
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trary ; a point, that I am not fdentiSc 
enough to decide with Bpwl^ean prompti- 
tude, and well deferving the deepeft coa- 
£deration of the mofl: learned fcholars. . 

And, as the pouring out oi my un- 
bounded learning is a-going, I will pour it 
off to the laft drop, . by telling you fur- 
thermore, that Mogiganga, a word eafily 
equivocatecp with Bogiganga^ is the name 
given in Spain to fonie tnafqued ajfemr' 
blies^ whereto people refort in the oddtH 
difguifes they can think' of, and there 
fpeak to each other in a fqueaking and nafal 
voice, that they may not be known ; ex- 
adjtly as they do in your mafquerades at the 
Opera-houfe and the Pantheon. The Aca- 
demicians' Didionary gives Mogiganga a 
part of this my definition ; and Dqh An-- 
tqnio de Solis, in one of his farces, entitled 
El Salt a^ mB^nco (the Mountebank) intro- 
duces Seis hombres vejlidos de Mogigangas ; 
that is, fix men in Mogiganga-^dreffes ; 
whereby we fee, that, in fqme fenfe, there 
is no great difftrence between Mogiganga^ 
iand Bogigdnga^ and that tfte concurrents 
I to 
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tt that fort of affembHes pr mafquerades 
go themfelves by their very names. Our 

.Toldndron, who has been more than 

■• » 

iwenfy yean efflployed in turningpi the. 
leaves of the Academicians* Dictionary, 
'tis probable, that he has formerly lighted 
upon their definition of the word Mdgi^ 
• ganga : but, preferving only a confiifed re- 
membrance of it, when he gave me his 
nonfenfical explanation of the word BogU 
ganga^ confgunded the two ideas oi' farce 
and niafqueradey and blundered at the rate* 
he did, in his letter to his Doctor, Whe- . 
ther this Conjecture of mine is right or 
wrong, ^I will refer him to Sheltof!% 
Englifli tranflation of Don (^ixote, who, 
with great propriety, renders the word 
Bogtgattga^ the fool. in the play ; which might 
have put the Commentator in the way of 
being right, if he had' attended to it, 
while he was about his mui malditfls Ano-^ 
taciones a S^ixote^ as he calls his mui maU 
dito Cotnento. 

But enough of this kind of learning, 
which, in all likelihood, will, by ferious 
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readers^ be teuned moft impertinent learn- 

« 

ing : and, (hquld any lover of etymologies 
pardon it^ and confider it 43 d^ferving a 
fn^ll corner in Menage or Covarruvias^ s 
works, I am fu^e I fhould be as proud ojf 
it> as my landlady*s maid was on Sundays 
laft, when (he put on her new gown of 
a yard-wide ft\;(fF, to go to church in* 
At all events, our Tolondrpn, that fancies 
he could teach me Spanifh, may well be 
aware by this time, that, were I to go to 
his fchool, I might poffibly prove a very 
clever lad, and ev^n play the hu(her in 
Jlis abfence, if he were ever willing to 
truft me with the rod. 

To his Comento the Tolondroniffimo has^ 
tagged no lefs than Jive Indexes^ mightily 
condugive, like his double definition of Bogi^ 
ganga, to the complete underftanding of 
Don Quixote, which, no doubt, was the 
laudable aim l^e had in both his eyes 
during his fourteen years inceffant drudgery. 

The two firjl of thofe Indexes^, which 

might as well have been melted into one, 

• , •' , • • ^ 

if the man had ever known how to d^ 
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things right : the /wo Jlr/i Indexes, I fay, 
contain, in due alphabetic order, not only 
the names of all the men and women 
mentioned in Don Quixote, from ^dJm 
and Eve, down to Sancho and/Terefa ; but. 
alfo the names, that Cervantes happened 
to name, of countries^ towns, cqfiles^ tillages ^ 
rhersj Jlreets^ fquaresy churches, and other 
component parts of this low world. By 
thus bringing in a fyndptical view u^^iif» 
and Eve J Alexander, Ovid, Pedro de Bujia^ 
mante, Don Galacr^ Ariojioy Qardenioy Agra^ 
mantej Lela Marten^ Leo the JeWj the tittle 
engineering Friar, Mahomet, Lucifer y Juliui 
Cajari and other fuch perfonages, plain 
it is, that the comprehending of Don 
Quixote is greatly facilitated to the Spa-« 
niards; efpecially, as, among thofe names 
of men and women, the Tolondron has 
ingenioufly intermixed, not only thofe, as 
I faid, of Sancho and his wife, but alio 
thofe of the Curate, of the Barber, of Sanfon 
Carrafco^ of ^ome Cecial^ of Dulcinea, of 
Sai>cho*s elegant, daughter Sanchica, and 

that of I)on Quixote himfelf, which, had 
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thcj unfortunately been left out of either 
IndeX) would certainly have left the poor 
text as dark, as any dark cellar In Dark- 
houfe-lane, near BiJUingfgate, where Jack 
often reforts to learn Englifb, and eat 
oyfters cheap. 

Don* Quixote is likewife further ei- 
founded by Jack*s having regifteired in 
fhofe tnvo Indexes the names of Africa^ 
Spain ^ England^ the IJland Baratdria^ the 
ffand Meiindrania, the Kingdom of Sobradifa, 
Jf^aples^ Fdlenci^y Barcellond^ Carthage^ Car-^ 
thagena^ and other places, whicli, no doubt, 
render very intelligible the puzzling geo- 
graphy of Cervantes. Nor has the To- 
4ondron forgotten, among to many names, 
thofe of Bucephalus^ Babi^ca^ Frontinoi, Ba^ 
, jardo^ and Brilladoro j that were formerly 
mounted by Alexander^ IRuy Diaz furnamed 
the Cid, Sacripante^ Rinaldo^ and Orlando ; 
every thing with a view to fweep away 
difficulties, clear up obfcurities, and make 
every rough paflage as fmooth, and as 
nice, as an infanta*s nuptial bed. Hia' 
.admirable ingenuity went even (o far, 
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as to tell you exactly, bow/many tkMt 
^ Rccimmte is named by has nacde through4 
out the text : a thing that contributes not 
a little to make it plainer and plainer^ 
But-^— O tempara I O mores ! Could yo« 
have fufpected it, ye Chriftians of alt 
denominations, that, having done ft 
much for the fortunate Rociname^ Mr. 
Index-Maker has totally forgotten Sau^ 
cho's meritorious Jijs^ .as if the glorious 
quadruped had been a bli^ri, a mere 
nonentity, in comparifon to his lean, and 
llow-paced comrade ! Prodigious buiy 
have I been in fearching under the wrord* 
AJhoy Burro J Borneo j PoIIino, Jumento, Ru^ 
cio, Ankmdj Beftia^ and Be/iezueJa^ by all 
ivhich the bfave afe is <;alkd in vari- 
ous parts of the text : but could get 99 
, more tidings of him, than of the brayr 
Ing Alcaide's J or of thofe three, on which 
the fublime Dulcinea and her tv^o amiable 
danifeU rode, when the wicked Necronum^ 
ctr transformed them into three garlicky 
jftinking wenches, • Ho>v the diligent and 

accurate Tplondrpii could^ on this .great 
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contingency^ h6 lb unlike himfclf^ and 
prove guilty of £b ftrange an overfight, 
can fcarccly be conceived^ confidering the 
long time be has wafted away in heaping 
lip, with his broad intellectual fpade, every 
moil: minute minutia^ that could throw 
light upon his text, and give a tympany 
to his Cofnento. Mercy upon me! Notfb 
inuch as a cumin-feed of brotherly love 
in fome flinty hearts ! O tensor a I O 
mores ! 

But what do you imagine, good neigh- 
bours, that Mr. Bowie's third Index con^ 
taim f Out witn your groat a-piece each of 
you, and you (hall know it as well as my- 
felf I That third Index contains (and I do 
not bamboozle you) neither more nor lefs 
than the names, told over again, of all the 
tnen and women named in Don •Quixote ; 
fuch as Adam and Eve^ Sancho and T^erejc^^ 
Don ^ixote, Sanfon Carrafco^ Don Galaor^ 
Alexander^ Mahomet^ Agramant^ Ovid^ Lela 
'Marten^ and the reft; as alfo. the names 
told over again, of countries^ towns^ vil^ 
h^csj rivers^ cajiles^ churchesy etcetera, 
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With the only addition of two regi- 
bns, by him difcovered^ I know not in 
what latitude ; the one called Pajior Fido^ 
and the other Patemofter. What part of 
the text this repetition of ntynes clarifies, 
and makes intelligible, I cannot as yet 
guefs : but, if ever I am fo lucky as to 
find it out, every foul of you (hall know 
it fpeedily, by means of fome fcholia to 
the prefent Speeches, that 1 am actually 
planning, as I am none of your Rofi-** 
crucians, that keep to themfelves all the 
beneficial knowledge they can get at, to 
the great detriment of the literary • com- 
monwealth. 
' Index four ^ and Index fioe^ not only con-* 
tain the palabras princlpales^ or principal 
words J ufed by Cervantes in his book, fuch 
as Abundancia^ Marinero^ Famofo^ Dolor ^ Ab^ 
fur do ^ Ingeniofo^ Bqjiardoj and other fuch ; 
but alfo , a punctual enumeration of the 
times, that each one of thofe palabras has 
been repeated throughout the book, e- 
very repetition afcertained by proper nu- 
merical references, to the chapters, -pages*, 

and 


msA iines^ wherem they have occurred 
9g2tm and again. To own the truth, I 
have, aa ycu not bad fufficient kifure, 
accurately tp' read tbefetwo laft Jbidex^ 
through : but &»or Sanchqi the Madrid 
hookieller aad priiltor already mcutk>aed> 
who came to England on pi^rpofe to be 
taught by Mr* Bowie the Aljamia^ or 
Moorifb ^orgon^ ufed by Cervaiite$ 
throughout his Don Quixote, told me, 
before his. return to hia country took 
place, tha,t Mn Bowie, by means of 
thofe two gkrious Indesfes, had m« 
formed him of the nuii^r of times, 
that the word Cavallero (knight) has been 
repeated in Gervantes's book. ; which num-^ 
ber I have now forgotten whether it 
. amounted to feventeen hundred, or feven- 
teen hundred thoufand ; but I know it is 
thereabout : a piece of information, faid 
he, that, he was quite fure, would prove 
pf iu6nite advantage .to the Royal Acade- 
micians, and all other good ^ople in 
Spaii^ if ever defirqus to underftand 
IJoft Qjiixote, and enter, into thp very 

marrow 
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' ttWf row of all his numerous dark meant 
ings. Mr. Bowie, added Senor Sancha^ 
has done us all fuch mighty fervice by 
apprifing us minutely of all D^n Quixote's 
doii^s, not very well known to us before; 
that, depend upon it, cay grateful eoun- 
Itrymen IhaU have a ftafue raifed to his 
iionour in the very center of Baratmfi^ 
to match that already ereftcd there to 
Sancho Panza^ to immortalize his ever'-me- 
morable government of that celebrate 
iiland. 

This, ye yeoman of England, lairds of 
Scotland, and voluutefers of Ireland ; this 
is the iketch, that I have, with no great 
labour, ef ched of Mr. John Bowie's un- 
matchable performance. A more wafpi/b 
reviewer than myfelf, by taking fomc 
more pains than I have been willing to do, 
might have toiTed him much higher in hi; 

« 

critical blanket, than I have done in 
mine : but as it matters not a ilraW to 
the wide world, whether his book is good 

Of bad, of ufe, or of no ufe, I did not 
think it right tp lofe more time in 
epitomizing it, than I hav$ already \q&. 

Captain 
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Captain Crookftiinks was the man, who '" » 
gave me the firft notice, while I was in Suf^ • ' 
fex, of the Letter to the Divinity-Doftor, 
by means whereof our good Jacfc flattered 

himfelf to biifter me all ove^ arid cuift me 

* * . - "^ 

\ of the rheumatiim. . But that letter 1 had 

flifregarded, * as too -fublimeiy defpicable 
in every point fo be noticed, if, on my 
coming* to town,.. the beginning of Jail: 
month, (and to-day is the i7th of No- 
,\ . vember^ 1785), I had not happened to • 

read his four other Letters to Mr. Urban, 
which, I own, fhocked me, not (o much 
on mine, as on Doctor Johnfon's- account, 
whofe moft refpedtable memory is, in 
thofe rafcally fcraps, fo beaftly vilified, 
as you have feen, ^ by this vi^e dealer in 
fcurrility, fcandal, and abominable lies. 
To chaftife the brute for having dared 
fo to do, and teach him to leave off his 
Ourang-Outang tricks for the future, I 
have fcribbled in a hurry thefe Speeches, 
firmly perfuaded, that there is not one 
honeft man in the three kingdoms, but 
what will approve of my hunting down 

^ . fuch 
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*. ' JRjch a Savage, who excavates and throws • 
open, with claws and fangs^^ even fepuU ^ 
chres, that he may fetfefe his horrid hun- 
fi:er with the boneT of the dead. In the 
PrologOy fd judicioufly danane^* by C^ptaiii 
CrOoklhanks, the. Jack ha^- told us jnliJl 
Spanifli lingo, 'that, long before an/hody ^ «f 
had feen any part of his performance, 
Deansi Barons^ EfquireSy and Do^j gave it 
infinite praife;*and to 'them he. might 
hdve added the Captain himfelf, who was 
then likewife one of his warmeft enco- 
miafts, as well as otie ef his moft liberal 
fubfcribers. But, if ever the Edition and 
Comment come ^o a fecond edition, as the 
Tolondroniffimo ftill flatters himfelf will 
be the^ cafe, let him iffue forth with the 
names of the Deans, Barons, Efquires, and 
Dons, that apgfoved of his ^reat undertaking 
after they fa w it printed. I would give * 
the world, as the phrafeis, to fee Mr. John * 
Bowie produce, out of his pocket-book, a^ 
lingle card of congratulation on this fcore^ 
fubfcribed Percy, Dillon, "Tyfwhitf, Ortega^ 

pr Saforcada^ who were thofe, as he tells 

» 

.' • 2f vs. 


# 


\ 


./ 


/ 


us, that approved 9f las grgat undertaik^t 
and fjpurred him briikly to carry it 00,^ as 
they took it for granted, that he told 
them truth, when he informed them of 
his owu imix^nfe abilities lllr.thatpur- 
pofe, which then they had certainly no 
means of forming any idea'of. 

To conclude and make an end of this 
paltry fubjeft, I now pull my night-cap 
off my white-haired noddle, and, making 
a moft reverential bow to Mr. John 
Bowle» alias Querift, alias Anti-Janus, 
alias Izzard Zed^ alias Coglione, alias 
Jack, alias Tolondron; and wilhing a 
merry Chriftmas to you^ all, there goes to 
the Devil his edition apd my pen, quite 
worn out to the ftump. Fakfe omnes. 


FINIS. 
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